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Welcome to the final
newsletter of the year!

WHAT'S
INSIDE

 B Y  C L A I R E  B A L L  S M I T H ,  D I R E C T O R  O F  I N I T I A L

T E A C H E R  T R A I N I N G  A T  T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  Y O R K

T h e  2 0 2 3 - 2 4  c o h o r t  h a s  a l r e a d y  l e f t  u s
a f t e r  t h e i r  y e a r ’ s  t r a i n i n g  c o u r s e ,  b u t  w h a t
a  y e a r  i t  h a s  b e e n  f o r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Y o r k
I T E  p a r t n e r s h i p  a n d  i t s  b e g i n n i n g  t e a c h e r s .
W e  h a v e n ’ t  b e e n  i n t e r r u p t e d  b y  a  p a n d e m i c
o r  s t r i k e s  a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  o r  i n  o u r  p a r t n e r
s c h o o l s  t h i s  y e a r ,  b u t  i n  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 4 ,  a f t e r
a  w a i t  o f  1 1  y e a r s ,  w e  d i d  f i n a l l y  s a y  h e l l o
t o  a  t e a m  o f  O f s t e d  H M I s  w h o  c a m e  t o
i n s p e c t  o u r  i n i t i a l  t e a c h e r  e d u c a t i o n
p r o v i s i o n .
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Thanks must go out to all of our partnership (our beginning teachers, our mentors,
our professional tutors and our university staff). We were recognised for quite a
few aspects of our provision, so here are a few highlights to remind ourselves at
the end of year exactly what we are doing well as an ITE Partnership.

The Ofsted report for the University’s initial teacher training (ITT) provision stated
that:

York trainees “are given the training and support that they need to succeed.” 
Local headteachers were “impressed by the resilience and professionalism of
trainees and their readiness to become confident practitioners”, and that early
career teachers who trained at the University are “thoroughly prepared for
their fundamental responsibilities.”
“Leaders have carefully structured an ambitious curriculum that prepares
trainees to be reflective and competent practitioners”. The curriculum content
is organised to “complement trainees’ development, with key aspects such as
safeguarding, behaviour and adaptive teaching suitably foregrounded.” 
Course leaders demonstrate commitment to educational research, with
“seamless interweaving of education theories and research into the subject-
specific aspects of the curriculum,” which Ofsted stated made the experiences
of York trainees “distinctive”. 

Ofsted inspectors also recognised how the work of the ITE team and the
Partnership at the University of York contributes to the civic mission enshrined in
the University Strategy noting that the University is “committed in its mission to
work for the public good. Course leaders fulfil this by providing a stream of high-
quality teachers to the region’s schools. This provider is the central hub around
which an exceptionally strong network of schools has been built. The University of
York is an innovative and outward-facing institution leading the continual
development of ITE locally and beyond. The relentless drive for excellence benefits
schools across the local area.” 

With hindsight six months on, our Ofsted report really is a testament to the hard
work of teacher education colleagues both at the University and in our partner
schools to produce excellent new teachers for all children in our region’s schools.  It
was heartening to see that the University ITE Partnership’s commitment to
delivering excellent initial teacher education was recognised, precisely so that into
the future, generations of Yorkshire &amp; Humberside children will succeed in
reaching their potential as learners as a result of outstanding teaching from York-
trained graduates.
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In other course developments, the ITE market review Stage 2 of reaccreditation
kept the PGCE Team busy until March 2024 as we undertook further meetings with
our DfE ITE associate to check that we were “ready to deliver” from 2024-25. We
piloted an ITAP week in January with our partner schools, from which we have learnt
a great deal for 2024-25 delivery of four ITAPs. And we have created a whole
mentor curriculum ready for 2024-25. The reaccreditation process is now
completed in full, and we must thank those partner school staff who acted as
critical friends as we tried out ideas and tested developments for schools who will
experience their introduction at the chalkface from 2024/25 onwards. Part of what
makes York’s ITE partnership so special is how its school mentors and Professional
Tutors genuinely work in partnership with university PGCE staff to improve the
course and the training experience for our beginning teachers. Never has this been
truer than during the whole Reaccreditation process from 2021 to 2024. Thank you,
colleagues.

As part of those developments, alongside our ITE colleagues from YSJ and STA, we
have successfully run two regional mentor conferences during the summer term,
and a separate bespoke University of York Mentor Conference, so that all of the
mentors in the UoY ITE partnership will have successfully completed 6 hours of their
DfE-mandated 20 hours of training by July 2024, before we even reach 2024-25. It
has been an enormous delight to welcome brilliant mentors in each of our
respective partnerships to give the keynote lecture on why mentoring is such an
excellent role to take on as a teacher, and what benefits it brings to your own
professional development as a teacher when working with a beginning teacher.
Bringing over 400 mentors together across the mentor conference days has been
a marker of the excellent level of mentoring expertise that we can bring to
beginning teachers in this region.

In addition, across the region of Yorkshire and Humberside, various universities have
come together to devise key mentoring principles which will underpin all of our
respective mentor curricula. What this means is that if mentors complete their DfE-
mandated training with University of York during 2024/25 they won’t need to redo
this in 2025/26 if they then host a beginning teacher from either YSJ, LBU, LTU,
Sheffield, Huddersfield or Bradford College/Leeds SCITT, as each of our mentoring
curricula has been audited to meet those regional mentoring principles. We are very
conscious that our mentors are experts, but they are busy experts who won’t have
time or capacity to redo training in future years, so this enables your school’s
mentors to confidently host trainees from all of North/West Yorkshire’s universities.
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The whole PGCE team has undertaken thirty hours of DfE-mandated Lead Mentor
training during 2023-24, alongside our ITE colleagues at the Universities of
Nottingham and Sheffield. We have taken part in several days of teaching and joint
mentoring conferences with our South Yorkshire and East Midlands University
colleagues (although it ended up being just one conference, thanks to Ofsted visiting
in January…….). We have learnt an enormous amount more about ITE mentoring,
about our assumptions underpinning how we run our course, about terminology we
have used without questioning its origin and veracity, about two dozen theories or
more of mentoring and coaching new teachers, and about how best to mentor our
mentors well. Lots of this learning has found its way into our new mentor
curriculum, and some of this learning we have already shared with UoY ITE
Partnership mentors this side of September in our regional mentoring conferences.
The Lead Mentor programme has also challenged us to revisit our more familiar
programme “terms” and “phrases” such that we have questioned, revisited and
renamed much in our course going forwards. For example, we have renamed of one
major part of the University of York ITE course from WSI (Whole School Issues)
which will soon become SCS (Schools, Community and Society) for two huge
reasons:

The I in WSI stands for “issues” which suggests concerns, and as a team we’ve
decided that aspects that affect all schools are not necessarily “concerns” or
“issues”;

SCS (Schools, Community and Society) captures the wider remit all our
partnership schools undertake daily with parents, guardians, outside agencies
and the wider school community for each of our partner school’s individual
contexts. It also recognises that ultimately, the pupils our beginning teachers,
mentors and professional tutors teach will leave their school to enter society
and the specific community a school sits within as young adults. How we
prepare our pupils for their adult lives is part and parcel of the work of a school,
alongside the specialist curriculum area every educator expertly teaches.

You will probably spot a few other changes during 2024-25 and be introduced to
some of these throughout your mentor training programme, all of which
demonstrates a much deeper understanding of what it means to enact high quality
ITE programming and to mentor beginning teachers well.
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From 2024-25, we commence delivery of a new PGCE Primary course, at first with
our Lead Partner, Pathfinder. We have appointed two new Primary members of
staff: Dr Emma Clarke – PGCE Primary Programme Lead; and Kelly Reppold –
PGCE Primary Associate Tutor.  We are very excited to get started on delivering
the PGCE Primary course, which Emma has been developing with Pathfinder
colleagues since December 2023. Bringing the region’s primary schools into
partnership is a natural next step for ITE development in our Partnership, so please
do let primary friends and colleagues know.

From 2025-26, we will also work with a new partner: Nicholas Postgate Catholic
Academies Trust (including All Saints School, York) to deliver both primary and
secondary ITE programmes in both York and Middlesbrough. We have spent time
this year developing the new programmes with NPCAT staff, and will commence
admissions onto their courses from this October ready for September 2025.

Unfortunately we will be saying goodbye to two stalwart members of university
PGCE staff this summer, both of whom will be missed enormously by school and
university colleagues: Caroline Capper (Schools Partnership Facilitator) and Helen
Snelson (CA Lead for History).  We wish them both well in their next chapters but
they know they are welcome back to visit Team PGCE at any time.

Every year our Chief External gives us feedback on our course on behalf of the
external examiner team so I will end this year’s newsletter introduction with her
words: 

“In conclusion, despite the challenges in the sector, it is crucial to celebrate high-
quality subject-specific provision, especially at this time of the year. The cohort
embarking on their professional journey is a credit to you.  By excelling in these
areas, you are effectively preparing new teachers who are knowledgeable,
skilled, and ready to meet the demands of the modern classroom.”

Chief External Examiner, May 2024

Thank you to all our lead partners and partnership school staff for making this
possible. We look forward to working together with all our schools again in 2024/25.

Professor Claire E. Ball-Smith
Director of Initial Teacher Training



W e  a r e  s o  p r o u d  o f  o u r  P G C E  T e a m  a n d  t h e i r
a c h i e v e m e n t s  t h i s  y e a r .  N o t  o n l y  h a v e  t h e y  n u r t u r e d  y e t
a n o t h e r  c o h o r t  o f  n e w  t e a c h e r s  f o r  t h e  r e g i o n  a n d
b e y o n d  b u t  t h e y  a l s o  w i t h s t o o d  a  v e r y  l o n g - a w a i t e d
v i s i t  f r o m  O f s t e d .   

A n d  i t ' s  f a i r  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e y  m o r e  t h a n  w i t h s t o o d  i t .
O v e r  a l m o s t  a  w e e k  o f  i n t e n s i v e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  o u r  P G C E
c o l l e a g u e s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e  e x c e l l e n c e  o f  o u r  P G C E
p r o v i s i o n  w i t h  l a s e r - s h a r p  f o c u s ,  w i s d o m  a n d  d i g n i t y .  W e
w e r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  p l e a s e d  t h a t  O f s t e d  q u i t e  r i g h t l y
a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  o u r  P G C E  p r o g r a m m e  a s
b e i n g  o u t s t a n d i n g .  A s  H o D s  w e  f e l t  a  w a r m  g l o w  s e e i n g
h o w  w e l l  t h e  t e a m ' s  w o r k  c a m e  a c r o s s ,  a n d  h o w
p o s i t i v e l y  o u r  s t u d e n t s  a n d  p a r t n e r  s c h o o l s  s p o k e  a b o u t
t h i s  w o n d e r f u l  t e a m  a n d  t h e i r  w o n d e r f u l  w o r k .  

T h e  t e a c h e r  e d u c a t i o n  l a n d s c a p e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e
c h a l l e n g i n g  b u t  w e  c o u l d n ' t  h a v e  a  b e t t e r  t e a m  o f
t e a c h e r  e d u c a t o r s ,  o r  a  b e t t e r  t e a c h e r - e d u c a t i o n
c o m m u n i t y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  r e g i o n ,  w i t h  w h i c h  t o  m e e t
t h o s e  c h a l l e n g e s .  W e  a r e  g r a t e f u l  t o  t h e  t e a m ,  o u r
p a r t n e r  s c h o o l s ,  m e n t o r s  a n d  s t u d e n t s  f o r  e v e r y t h i n g
y o u  d o  t o  m a k e  s u r e  t h a t  e a c h  n e w  c o h o r t  o f  c h i l d r e n
a n d  y o u n g  p e o p l e  h a s  a  c o h o r t  o f  e x c e l l e n t  t e a c h e r s
w a i t i n g  t o  g r e e t  t h e m  e a c h  S e p t e m b e r .

A n d  n e x t  S e p t e m b e r  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  e x c i t i n g  f o r  u s  a s  w e
w i l l  g r e e t  o u r  f i r s t  e v e r  c o h o r t  o f  p r i m a r y  P G C E
t r a i n e e s .  S o  h e r e ' s  t o  S e p t e m b e r ,  b u t  f i r s t ,  h e r e ' s  t o  a
v e r y  w e l l  e a r n e d  r e s t  f o r  a l l  o f  y o u .   

W i s h i n g  y o u  a l l  a  v e r y  h a p p y  s u m m e r  h o l i d a y .
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A message from our Heads of Department 
by Kathryn Asbury & Vanita Sundaram



School Direct Routes

P G C E  P A R T N E R S H I P  N E W S L E T T E R P A G E  6  

All credit to our wonderful All
Saints’ Cohort: you have been
a joy.
B Y  K A T E  V E R N O N - R E E S  

A L L  S A I N T S ,  Y O R K

At the beginning of the year a group of wonderful humans came to join us for that
roller coaster ride that is the life of a trainee. There have been the highs: the joys of
charity days, filling the Minster with over 1500 people and being stunned by the
amazing quality of the Crucible. There have been the dips of deadlines, the pits of
pebble pad and the cajoling of pupils into getting used to a new teacher in front of
them – and now the track is so nearly complete: you are ready to stroll off from
your carriage into the wider world: bringing into it enthusiasm, energy and
creativity. 

Enough of the extended metaphor. This has been an exceptionally strong cohort
whom it has been an absolute joy to host. As a group they have thrown themselves
into the life of the school and have been really valued by staff and pupils alike. As
with any institution and any academic year the past three terms have not been
without their challenges but this cohort have supported us and adapted to the
whole school changes that have occurred.

As ever I need to say a big thank you to the University for its unending, unstinting
support and help; to all our host teachers and mentors who work so hard to help
and guide these fledgling teachers on their journey and to our pupils who just love
having a trainee teaching them. Also, a big shout out to our amazing librarians Sarah
Firm and Hattie Smith who involve the trainees at every step of their journey and
give them so many opportunities to work with our lovely young people.
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Professional Pride

Finally, we are a faith school and we pray
for you all as you take your journey into
an educational world which you will help
improve and develop. Thank you! 

B Y  A N D Y  Y O U N G

P A T H F I N D E R

T E A C H I N G  S C H O O L

H U B  

This year our Pathfinder Teaching School Hub (working in partnership with
University of York and Sheffield Hallam University) cohort was made up of 24
fabulous trainee teachers representing a diverse range of backgrounds. I’m very
proud of the fact that (at the time of writing) only 1 of our trainees is yet to
secure employment in education for September 2024.  That said, my proudest
ITT moment this year was being fortunate enough to be in a meeting with an
Ofsted Inspector and 3 of our trainees during the Ofsted inspection of the
University of York’s PGCE programme. I heard our trainees feedback how much
they knew about inclusion with reference to SEND in particular.  They were able
to articulate how their knowledge of SEND has permeated through all aspects of
their programme and training, how they have studied the graduated approach,
and how they have had the opportunity to consider inclusion in all of their taught
WSI sessions at Pathfinder. 
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This makes me proud because it goes to show how much this ethos is built into the
fabric of our curriculum. It makes me proud because our ITTs are confident about
SEND. It makes me proud because inclusion is put front row and centre of what we
do, and is never a bolt on. It makes me proud because our young people with
additional needs are now better understood, seen, and supported, so that they may
flourish. 

Well done to all of our Pathfinder TSH trainees - may you enjoy a long, compassion-
filled, ambitious and prosperous career in the best profession in the world.
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Team English 2023-24

Old Dog, 
New Tricks
B Y  C A T H E R I N E  S H A W Y E R
E N G L I S H  C A  L E A D  T U T O R

I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a n o t h e r  e x h i l a r a t i n g  Y o r k
P G C E  E n g l i s h  r o l l e r c o a s t e r  y e a r  h a s  j u s t  c o m e  t o  i t s  e n d
a n d  I  f i n d  m y s e l f  s i t t i n g  p r o u d ,  h a p p y  b u t  e x h a u s t e d ,  a t
m y  d e s k  w r i t i n g  a  p i e c e  f o r  o u r  a n n u a l  n e w s l e t t e r  w h i c h
i s  a l w a y s  t h e  m o s t  g l o r i o u s  c e l e b r a t o r y  r e a d  o n c e  i t  h a s
b e e n  c r e a t e d  a n d  c o l l a t e d .  T h i s  y e a r  I  h a v e  c h o s e n  t o
s h a r e  w i t h  y o u  m y  r e f l e c t i o n s  o n  w h a t  I  l e a r n t  t h r o u g h
o u r  p i l o t  I T a P  w e e k .  

I T a P  s t a n d s  f o r  I n t e n s i v e  T r a i n i n g  a n d  P r a c t i c e  a n d  w i l l
b e c o m e  a  m a n d a t o r y  e l e m e n t  o f  a l l  I T T  p r o g r a m m e s  i n
E n g l a n d  a n d  W a l e s  f r o m  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 4  a s  p a r t  o f  n e w
G o v e r n m e n t  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  i n i t i a l  t e a c h e r  t r a i n i n g .
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  D f E ,  I T a P ’ s  m a i n  a i m  i s  t o  “ s t r e n g t h e n
t h e  l i n k  b e t w e e n  e v i d e n c e  a n d  c l a s s r o o m  p r a c t i c e ”  s o
c o u r s e  t u t o r s  n e e d  t o  d e s i g n  a  t r a i n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e
w h i c h  g i v e s  “ t r a i n e e s  a p p r o p r i a t e  i n p u t ,  s c a f f o l d e d
p r a c t i c e  a n d  f e e d b a c k  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  s e l e c t e d
f o u n d a t i o n a l  a n d  s p e c i f i c  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  t r a i n i n g
c u r r i c u l u m ” .

I  m u s t  c o n f e s s  t h a t  w h e n  I  f i r s t  g o t  m y  h e a d  a r o u n d
w h a t  I T a P  w a s ,  I  w a s  s c e p t i c a l  o n  a  n u m b e r  o f  l e v e l s .  I
c o u l d  n o t  s e e  h o w  w e  w o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  f i t  i n  t h i s  n e w
r e q u i r e m e n t  i n t o  a n  a l r e a d y  p a c k e d  p r o g r a m m e ,  a n d  I
f e a r e d  t h e  d i s r u p t i o n  t h a t  m i g h t  o c c u r  t o  t h e  c a r e f u l l y
s e q u e n c e d  E n g l i s h  I T T  c u r r i c u l u m  t h a t  m y  c o l l e a g u e ,
N i c o l a  T o w l e ,  a n d  I  h a d  r e f i n e d  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  h o w e v e r
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t h e r e  w a s  n o  p l a c e  f o r  s u c h  n e g a t i v e  t h i n k i n g :  W e  h a d
d e c i d e d  a s  a  P G C E  T u t o r  t e a m  t o  t r y  a  p i l o t  I T a P  w e e k
s o  N i c o l a  a n d  I  d i d  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  t h i n g  a n d  s e t  a b o u t
p l a n n i n g  i t  u s i n g  t h e  t e m p l a t e s  a n d  g u i d a n c e  p r o v i d e d
f o r  t h e  t e a m  b y  G e o r g i a  R a m s a y ,  o u r  P G C E  L e a d
G e o g r a p h y  T u t o r .   

A n d  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  w e e k  a f t e r  C h r i s t m a s ,  o u r  I T a P
E n g l i s h  w e e k  h a p p e n e d …

a n d . . .
i t  w e n t  s o  w e l l !  

I t  w a s  a  r i c h  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t r a i n e e s  t o  d e l v e  d e e p e r
i n t o  r e s e a r c h  a n d  o b s e r v e  a n d  r e f l e c t  u p o n  e x p e r t
c l a s s r o o m  p r a c t i c e  f o c u s e d  o n  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  E n g l i s h
t e a c h e r s  l i v e  m o d e l l i n g  t h e  r e a d i n g  a n d  w r i t i n g  o f  t e x t s
f o r  p u p i l s .  T r a i n e e s  a l s o  h a d  a m p l e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o
p r a c t i s e  l i v e  m o d e l l i n g  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s ,  f i r s t l y  i n  s a f e ,
s u p p o r t i v e  s p a c e s  i n  s m a l l  g r o u p s  o f  f e l l o w  t r a i n e e s .
F e e d b a c k  f r o m  t r a i n e e s  a n d  s c h o o l  m e n t o r s  w a s
o v e r w h e l m i n g l y  p o s i t i v e .

R e f l e c t i n g  p e r s o n a l l y  o n  w h a t  I  l e a r n t  f r o m  p l a n n i n g  f o r
a n d  d e l i v e r i n g  t h e  I T a P  w e e k  w a s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f
k e e p i n g  a n  o p e n  m i n d  a n d  b e i n g  p r e p a r e d  t o  e x p e r i m e n t
w i t h  n e w  i d e a s ,  n o  m a t t e r  h o w  e x p e r i e n c e d  y o u  a r e  a s  a
t e a c h e r  o r  t u t o r  ( I  a m  s t i l l  l e a r n i n g  a f t e r  3 5  y e a r s ! )
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  i t  w a s  a  v e r y  c l e a r  l e s s o n  i n  h o w  i m p o r t a n t
i t  i s  t o  e m b r a c e  n e w  w a y s  o f  w o r k i n g  w i t h  e n t h u s i a s m
a n d  e n e r g y .  I  h a v e  n e v e r  s u b s c r i b e d  t o  t h e  b o x - t i c k i n g
m e n t a l i t y  a n d  b e l i e v e  v e r y  f i r m l y  t h a t  i f  s o m e t h i n g  i s
w o r t h  d o i n g ,  i t  i s  w o r t h  d o i n g  w e l l .  T h i s ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  i s  a
k e y ,  u n d e r p i n n i n g  p r i n c i p l e  o f  o u r  Y o r k  P G C E  p r o v i s i o n
o v e r a l l  n o t  s o m e t h i n g  w h i c h  a p p l i e s  e x c l u s i v e l y  t o  m e .
 
A l t h o u g h  I  s t i l l  h a v e  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  w o r k  t o  d o  t o
e n s u r e  t h a t  t h r e e  f u r t h e r  I T a P  w e e k s  a r e  r e a d y  t o
b e c o m e  p a r t  o f  n e x t  y e a r ’ s  Y o r k  P G C E  E n g l i s h  c o u r s e ,  I
a m  n o w  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  w e l c o m i n g  t h e  f r e s h  i n s i g h t s
a n d  i m p r o v e m e n t s  t h i s  w i l l  b r i n g  t o  w h a t  i s  a l r e a d y ,
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t r a i n e e  a n d  m e n t o r  f e e d b a c k ,  a  h i g h l y
v a l u e d ,  s u c c e s s f u l  a n d  s t i m u l a t i n g  i n i t i a l  t e a c h e r
e d u c a t i o n  a n d  t r a i n i n g  c o u r s e .  
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G E O G R A P H Y  C A  L E A D  T U T O R

E a c h  y e a r  I  t h i n k  h a r d  a b o u t  w h a t  m a k e s  t h i s  c o h o r t
u n i q u e  o r  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  o t h e r s  t h a t  h a v e  g o n e  b e f o r e
a n d  i t  w a s  t h e  O f s t e d  v i s i t  i n  J a n u a r y  w h i c h  r e a l l y
c e m e n t e d  w h a t  a  g r e a t  b u n c h  o f  g e o g r a p h e r s  I ’ v e  h a d
t h i s  y e a r .  D u r i n g  a n  i n t e n s e  f e w  d a y s ,  h e l p  w a s  w i l l i n g l y
o f f e r e d  a n d  w h a t e v e r  I  a s k e d  f o r  w a s  m e t ,  n o t  o n l y
w i t h  c o m p l i a n c e ,  b u t  w i t h  k i n d n e s s ,  e f f o r t  a n d
g e n e r o s i t y .  T h e r e  w a s  a  g e n u i n e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  w e  w e r e
a l l  ‘ i n  i t  t o g e t h e r ’  a n d  o n e  t r a i n e e  e v e n  s a c r i f i c e d  p a r t
o f  t h e i r  a f t e r  s c h o o l  b i r t h d a y  c e l e b r a t i o n s  t o  e n s u r e
t h e y  h a d  a  c h a n c e  t o  m e e t  w i t h  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  a n d
r e p r e s e n t  o u r  s u b j e c t .  T h i s  g e n e r o s i t y  a n d  w i l l i n g n e s s
t o  p u l l  t o g e t h e r  w h e n  t h e  p r e s s u r e  i s  o n ,  i s  w h a t  m a k e s
t h i s  c o h o r t  r e a l l y  s t a n d  o u t  f o r  m e .

G e o g r a p h y  i s  t h e  o n l y  s u b j e c t  w h e r e  f i e l d w o r k  i s  a
c o m p u l s o r y  p a r t  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  b u t  i t  i s  a n  a s p e c t  o f
o u r  r o l e  w h i c h  c a n  r e a l l y  d i v i d e  t e a c h e r s ,  d u e  t o  t h e
t i m e  a n d  l o g i s t i c s  r e q u i r e d  t o  d o  i t  j u s t i c e .  M u c h  t o  m y
d e l i g h t ,  T e a m  G e o g r a p h y  2 0 2 3 - 2 4  s e e m  t o  h a v e  r e a l l y
e m b r a c e d  f i e l d w o r k  b o t h  a t  u n i v e r s i t y  a n d  w i t h i n  t h e i r
p l a c e m e n t  s c h o o l s ,  w i t h  o n e  t r a i n e e  a l r e a d y  m a k i n g
p l a n s  f o r  a d d i n g  m o r e  f i e l d w o r k  i n t o  t h e i r  K S 3
c u r r i c u l u m  a h e a d  o f  t h e m  s t a r t i n g  i n  S e p t e m b e r .  I  t h i n k
b e t w e e n  t h e  8  g e o g r a p h y  t e a c h e r s  t h i s  y e a r ,  w e
w o r k e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  o n  m o r e  t h a n  2 0  f i e l d
t r i p s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o u r  a u t u m n  t r i p  t o  L e e d s  w h e r e  w e
e x p l o r e d  u r b a n  i n e q u a l i t i e s  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e  u r b a n
h o u s i n g ,  a n d  o u r  m o s t  r e c e n t  t r i p  t o  t h e  c l a s s i c
H o l d e r n e s s  c o a s t .

A  h i g h l i g h t  o f  o u r  G e o g r a p h y  P G C E  i s  o u r  a n n u a l
s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  e v e n t  a n d  t h i s  y e a r  w e  i n v i t e d  m o r e  t h a n
7 0  K S 4  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  o u r  p a r t n e r s h i p  s c h o o l s  t o  a n
e n r i c h m e n t  d a y  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Y o r k ,  w h e r e  t h e y
h a d  t o  r e - i m a g i n e  Y o r k ’ s  G u i l d h a l l  W a r d  i n t o  a  m o r e
s u s t a i n a b l e  s p a c e .  
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N o t  o n l y  d i d  t h e  t r a i n e e s  d e l i v e r  a n  e n g a g i n g ,
c h a l l e n g i n g  a n d  e n j o y a b l e  d a y  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t s  b u t  I
w a s  r e a l l y  i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  t h e i r  f l e x i b i l i t y ,
p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  a n d  c a l m  e x t e r i o r s  w h e n  w e  h a d  t o
a m e n d  t i m i n g s  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y .  T h i s  a d a p t a b i l i t y  i s  t h e
t r u e  s i g n  o f  a  b r i l l i a n t  t e a c h e r .

F i n a l l y ,  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  f i n i s h  b y  t h a n k i n g  t h e  b r i l l i a n t
m e n t o r s  a n d  g e o g r a p h y  d e p a r t m e n t s  t h a t  w e  h a v e
w o r k e d  w i t h  t h i s  y e a r  f o r  t h e  t i m e ,  p a t i e n c e ,  h u m o u r ,
k i n d n e s s  a n d  d e d i c a t i o n  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  g i v e n  t o  t h e
t r a i n e e s  t h i s  y e a r .  G r o w i n g  r e a l l y  g r e a t  G e o g r a p h y
t e a c h e r s  r e a l l y  i s  a  t e a m  e f f o r t  a n d  w e  c o u l d n ’ t  d o  i t
w i t h o u t  y o u .
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W e  h a v e  h a d  a  f a n t a s t i c  c o h o r t  o f  ‘ b e g i n n i n g  H i s t o r y
t e a c h e r s ’  t h i s  y e a r .  T h e y  h a v e  i m p r e s s e d  H e l e n  a n d  I
w i t h  t h e i r  t a l e n t ,  r e s i l i e n c e  a n d  q u i r k y  s e n s e s  o f
h u m o u r .  T h e i r  f u t u r e  s c h o o l s  w i l l  b e  v e r y  p r i v i l e g e d  t o
h a v e  t h e m .

A  h i g h l i g h t  t h i s  y e a r  h a s  b e e n  t h e  A c t i v e  H i s t o r y
t e a c h i n g  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  s e s s i o n ,  w h e n  t r a i n e e s  t h r e w
t h e m s e l v e s  i n t o :   t a b a r d  w e a r i n g  t o  c r e a t e  l i v i n g
t i m e l i n e s ,  b a l l  t h r o w i n g  t o  s i m u l a t e  t h e  C u b a n  m i s s i l e
c r i s i s  a n d  t h e  s t u f f e d  t o y  t r a u m a  o f  t h e  r e - e n a c t m e n t
o f  t h e  H a r r y i n g  o f  t h e  N o r t h !
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H e l e n  a n d  I  h a v e  t h o r o u g h l y  e n j o y e d  v i s i t i n g  t h e  t r a i n e e s
i n  t h e i r  p l a c e m e n t  s c h o o l s  a n d  s e e i n g  t h e  f a n t a s t i c
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t h e y  h a v e  b u i l t  u p  w i t h  t h e i r  c l a s s e s .

T h e  a c a d e m i c  y e a r  f i n i s h e d  w i t h  a  r e a l  h i g h l i g h t  w h e n
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  w a s  a b l e  t o  h o s t  s o m e  o f  t h e  l e a d i n g
t h i n k e r s  i n  t h e  H i s t o r y  w o r l d ,  C h r i s t i n e  C o u n s e l l ,  M i k e
H i l l ,  J o n n y  G r a n d e  a n d  H u g h  R i c h a r d s  w h o  a l l  p r e s e n t e d
o n  t h e  t h e m e  o f  ‘ H i s t o r y ’ s  s u p e r p o w e r :  s t o r y  a t  K S 3 ’ .
T h e  t r a i n e e s  w e r e  g i v e n  a  r e a l l y  i n s p i r a t i o n a l  d a y  o f
C P D  t o  f i n i s h  t h e  t e r m .

A s  u s u a l  w e  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  y e a r  w i t h  t h e  Y o r k  l o c a l
h i s t o r y  c h a l l e n g e  –  t h e  w i n n e r s  b e i n g  A l e x  a n d  T a n y a
w h o  m a n a g e d  t o  p h o t o g r a p h  1 0 0 0  y e a r s  o f  Y o r k  H i s t o r y
i n  s u p e r  q u i c k  t i m e ! T h i s  w a s  f o l l o w e d  b y  a  p i c n i c  l u n c h  i n
f r o n t  o f  t h e  M i n s t e r .  

F i n a l l y ,  i t  w a s  l o v e l y  t o
m e e t  u p  w i t h  p r e v i o u s
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Y o r k  H i s t o r y
t r a i n e e s  f r o m  p r e v i o u s
y e a r s  a t  a n  e v e n t  a t
M a n s i o n  H o u s e ,  Y o r k .  T h e
H i s t o r y  t e a c h i n g  w o r l d  i s
a  v e r y  c l o s e - k n i t
c o m m u n i t y  a n d  i t  w a s
l o v e l y  t o  c a t c h  u p  w i t h
o u r  k i n s f o l k  o n c e  m o r e .
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H u g e  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  t h e s e  m a t h s  t e a c h e r s !  R e a d y  t o
b r i n g  a  w e a l t h  o f  e x p e r t i s e ,  s k i l l  a n d  e n t h u s i a s m  t o  y o u r
n e w  r o l e s .  Y o u  h a v e  b e e n  a n  e x c e l l e n t  g r o u p  t o  w o r k
w i t h ,  t h o u g h t f u l ,  c o n s i d e r e d  a n d  w e l l  i n f o r m e d .  I t  h a s
b e e n  a  p l e a s u r e  a n d  a  p r i v i l e g e  t o  b e  p a r t  o f  y o u r
j o u r n e y  t o  b e c o m i n g  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  m a t h s  t e a c h e r  y o u
n o w  a r e .  T h e  c l a s s e s  u n d e r  y o u r  c a r e  w i l l  b e n e f i t  f r o m
y o u r  s u b j e c t  k n o w l e d g e ,  y o u r  a b i l i t y  t o  ‘ t e a c h  f o r
u n d e r s t a n d i n g ’  a n d  y o u r  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  t h e i r  s u c c e s s .
T h e  d e p a r t m e n t s  y o u  a r e  j o i n i n g  w i l l  b e n e f i t  f r o m  y o u r
c o l l e g i a l  s p i r i t ,  y o u r  i m a g i n a t i o n  a n d  y o u r  p r o b l e m
s o l v i n g  s k i l l s .  T h e  w h o l e  s c h o o l  c o m m u n i t y  i s  e n h a n c e d  b y
y o u r  c o n t r i b u t i o n ;  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  i s  f o r t u n a t e  t o  h a v e
y o u !

A s  w e  c e l e b r a t e  t h i s  c o h o r t  o f  m a t h s  t e a c h e r s ,  l e a v i n g
t h e  P G C E  f o r  t h e i r  n e w  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  e m b a r k i n g  o n  t h e i r
t e a c h i n g  c a r e e r s ,  I  h a v e  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  q u i e t  m o m e n t  o f
r e f l e c t i o n  t o  m y s e l f  a s  I  c l o s e  m y  t e n t h  y e a r  o f  l e a d i n g
t h e  m a t h s  P G C E .  T e n  y e a r s  o l d e r ,  t e n  c o h o r t s  w i s e r ,  I
a m  h u g e l y  g r a t e f u l  f o r  a l l  t h a t  e a c h  u n i q u e  g r o u p  h a s
t a u g h t  m e .  

S o  c o h o r t  1 0 ,  h o w  c o u l d  I  c a p t u r e  y o u r  y e a r ?  I n  m a n y
w a y s ,  t h i s  w a s  a  y e a r  o f  ‘ f i r s t s ’  -  f i r s t  I T a P ,  f i r s t
i n s p e c t i o n ,  y o u  m a y  b e  s u r p r i s e d  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  y o u  w e r e
t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  t h e  c r y p t i c  c r o s s w o r d  r i t u a l .  T h e s e
‘ f i r s t s ’  c a n  f e e l  c h a l l e n g i n g ,  o v e r w h e l m i n g ,  e v e n  a  l i t t l e
u n c o m f o r t a b l e ;  e a c h  ‘ f i r s t ’  m e a n s  b e c o m i n g  a  n o v i c e
a g a i n .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  i s  t h e s e  ‘ f i r s t s ’  t h a t  k e e p  u s  s h a r p ,
k e e p  u s  m o v i n g  f o r w a r d s .  T h e s e  a r e  a l s o  t h e  s e n t i m e n t s
I  w i s h  t o  p a s s  o n  t o  y o u  t o  h e l p  y o u  k e e p  e n j o y i n g  e a c h
e v e r y  y e a r  o f  y o u r  c a r e e r .  K e e p  n o t i c i n g  a n d  v a l u i n g  t h e
‘ f i r s t s ’ ,  t h e y  w i l l  h e l p  y o u  k e e p  g r o w i n g  a s  t h e  y e a r s
p a s s .

W e l l  d o n e ,  I  a m  u n b e l i e v a b l y  p r o u d  o f  y o u  a l l ,  H e l e n



F r o m  d a y  o n e  I  k n e w  t h i s  w a s  g o i n g  t o  b e  a  f a n t a s t i c  y e a r
w i t h  o u r  M a t h s  t r a i n e e s .  F r o m  r e v i e w i n g  t h e i r  p r e -
i n d u c t i o n  w e e k  t a s k s  i t  w a s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  a  p a s s i o n
f o r  m a t h s  a n d  a l s o  i n  d i s c o v e r i n g  t h e  m o s t  p o w e r f u l  a n d
e f f e c t i v e  w a y  t o  c o n v e y  t h i s  t o  s t u d e n t s .

A s  w e  c o m e  t o w a r d s  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  y e a r  a n d  w e  r e v i e w
t h e i r  i n i t i a l  t h o u g h t s  a n d  h o p e s  f r o m  t h o s e  t a s k s  i t ' s  s o
p l e a s i n g  t o  s e e  h o w  t h e i r  h a r d  w o r k  a n d  c a r e f u l
r e f l e c t i o n s  h a v e  s u p p o r t e d  t h e m  t o  b e c o m e  t h e  e f f e c t i v e
a n d  i n s p i r i n g  t e a c h e r s  t h e y  h a d  d e s c r i b e d  b a r e l y  n i n e
m o n t h s  a g o .

O n e  o f  t h e  m a n y  j o y s  o f  t h i s  r o l e  i s  s e e i n g  h o w  t r a i n e e s
a r e  a b l e  t o  b r i n g  t h e i r  o w n  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  a n d  p e r s p e c t i v e s
t o  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  t h e y  a r e  d e l i v e r i n g .  V i s i t i n g  t h e i r
p l a c e m e n t s  a n d  o b s e r v i n g  l e s s o n s  m a d e  m e  s o  p r o u d  t o
s e e  t h e  s o l i d  p e d a g o g y ,  c a r e f u l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  e x p l a n a t i o n s
a n d  f a n t a s t i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t h e y ’ d  m a n a g e d  t o  b u i l d  w i t h
t h e i r  s t u d e n t s .  

R e a d i n g  t h e  a s s i g n m e n t s  a l s o  p r o v i d e d  a n  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e
t e a c h e r s  o u r  l o v e l y  c o h o r t  w i l l  b e c o m e .  T h e  c r e a t i v i t y
t r a i n e e s  h a d  u s e d  w h e n  d e c i d i n g  t h e i r  a r e a  o f  f o c u s  f o r
a s s i g n m e n t  3  a c t e d  a s  a  w i n d o w  i n t o  t h e i r  v i e w s  o f  w h i c h
p a r t i c u l a r  e l e m e n t s  o f  c l a s s r o o m  p r a c t i c e  c o u l d  h a v e  t h e
m o s t  p o s i t i v e  i m p a c t  o n  t h e i r  s t u d e n t s ,  f r o m  t h e  u s e  o f
d r a w i n g  p a d s  t o  t h e  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e  w a y  t o  s u p p o r t  E A L
l e a r n e r s .

I ’ m  s o  p r o u d  o f  t h i s  h i g h l y  s k i l l e d  a n d  r e f l e c t i v e  g r o u p  i t ’ s
b e e n  a  p l e a s u r e  t o  w o r k  w i t h  a n d  I  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  s e e i n g
t h e m  i n  t h e i r  n e w  s c h o o l s  w h e n  I  c o m e  t o  v i s i t  o u r  n e x t
c o h o r t !
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B Y  P A U L A  K E L L Y
M A T H S  C A  A S S O C I A T E  T U T O R



S c a r b o r o u g h  o r  T u n i s i a ?

E m b a r k i n g  o n  a  P G C E  i n  L a n g u a g e s  w i t h  u s ,  c a n  l e a d  t o
t h e  m o s t  u n u s u a l  a n d  l i f e - c h a n g i n g  q u e s t i o n s  –  s u c h  a s
t h e  o n e  a b o v e !

E a c h  a n d  e v e r y  o n e  i n  t h i s  c o h o r t  i s  a n  a m a z i n g  l i n g u i s t
a n d  s p e a k s  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  l a n g u a g e s  ( i n  a d d i t i o n  t o
E n g l i s h ! )  r a n g i n g  f r o m  A r a b i c  t o  I t a l i a n  a n d  P o r t u g u e s e
t o  U r d u  t o  W e l s h .

I t  w a s  a  p l e a s u r e  t o  s e e  t h e m  d e v e l o p  i n t o  i n s p i r a t i o n a l
l a n g u a g e s  t e a c h e r s  o f  t h e  f u t u r e !  W e  a r e  e x t r e m e l y
p r o u d  o f  a  c o h o r t  t h a t  h a s  r e a l l y  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  b e i n g
a  l a n g u a g e s  t e a c h e r  i s  s o  m u c h  m o r e  t h a n  d r i l l i n g  n e w
v o c a b ,  g r a m m a r  r u l e s  a n d  p h o n i c s .  T h e r e f o r e ,
i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s a t i o n ,  d i v e r s i t y  a n d  i n c l u s i o n  w e r e  a
f o c u s  i n  t h e  t a u g h t  a n d  e n a c t e d  c u r r i c u l u m  e x p e r i e n c e .

T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  w a s  a  y e a r  o f  ‘ f i r s t s ’  f o r  a l l :

F o r  f u r t h e r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s a t i o n  o f  o u r  c u r r i c u l u m
w i t h  s p e a k e r s  f r o m  C h i n a  ( t e a c h e r  A N D  p u p i l )

F u l l  c y c l e  o f  t h e  p e d a g o g i c  e x c h a n g e  w i t h  M ü n s t e r
U n i v e r s i t y !   A  u n i q u e  a n d  f a n t a s t i c  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o
e x p e r i e n c e  t e a c h e r  t r a i n i n g  a n d  s c h o o l  p l a c e m e n t  i n
G e r m a n y .

F e s t i v a l  o f  L a n g u a g e s  f o r  Y 5  a n d  Y 6  i n  a  Y o r k
P r i m a r y  S c h o o l !   I t  w a s  a n  a m a z i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  f o r
o u r  b e g i n n i n g  t e a c h e r s ,  p u p i l s  a n d  c o l l e a g u e s .
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V i s i t  t o  t h e  L A  l e d  R e s o u r c e  P r o v i s i o n  f o r  s e n s o r y
i m p a i r e d  c h i l d r e n  a n d  y o u n g  p e o p l e  i n  B r a d f o r d ,
o f f e r i n g  3 4  p l a c e s .   P u p i l s  r e c e i v e  a  s p e c i a l i s t
c u r r i c u l u m  a n d  s t a f f  w o r k i n g  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n
i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  b r i n g i n g  a b o u t  t h e  N E W  G C S E  i n  s i g n
l a n g u a g e !

O p p o r t u n i t y  t o  m e e t  E A L  p u p i l s  f a c e - t o - f a c e  a n d
t h e i r  E A L - C o o r d i n a t o r ,  h e a r i n g  t h e i r  s t o r i e s  a n d
c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  h o w  t h e  s c h o o l  o f f e r s  t h e m  a n d  t h e i r
f a m i l i e s  a  ‘ l i f e  l i n e ’  b y  h e l p i n g  t h e m  t o  a d j u s t  t o  a
n e w  w a y  o f  l i v i n g  a n d  l e a r n i n g .

T h e  f i r s t  c o h o r t  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  r e a c c r e d i t a t i o n  a n d
O f s t e d  i n  t h e  s a m e  y e a r !  

W e  w a n t  t o  t h a n k  o u r  f a n t a s t i c  c o h o r t  o f  l i n g u i s t s !
T h e i r  l e g a c y  w i l l  b e  v i s i b l e  ( g o  t o  R e c e p t i o n ! )  a n d  f e l t
w e l l  b e y o n d  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  I T E  y e a r .  

W e  w i s h  y o u  e v e r y  s u c c e s s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  w h e r e v e r  t h e
j o b  t a k e s  y o u  –  S c a r b o r o u g h  o r  T u n i s i a !

M i r j a m  a n d  L i z  ( C A  T u t o r s )
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W o w !  W h a t  a  f a n t a s t i c  y e a r  w e  h a v e  h a d .  W e  a r e  r e a l l y
p r o u d  o f  t h i s  y e a r ’ s  S c i e n c e  P G C E  c o h o r t ,  i t  h a s  b e e n  a
t r u l y  w o n d e r f u l  y e a r  t o  s e e  t h e  g r o u p  g a i n  c o n f i d e n c e  i n
t h e  c l a s s r o o m .  T h i s  y e a r  h a s  s e e n  m o r e  c r e a t i v i t y  a n d
r i s k - t a k i n g  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  w h e r e  m o r e
i n n o v a t i v e  a c t i v i t i e s  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  t o  e n g a g e  p u p i l s .
E m b r a c i n g  p r a c t i c a l  w o r k  w a s  a  r e a l  h i g h l i g h t .

W e  v i s i t e d  C r a n e d a l e  f i e l d  c e n t r e  t o  l o o k  a t  b o t h
l a b o r a t o r y  w o r k  a n d  f i e l d  w o r k  t h a t  c a n  b e  u s e d  t o
p r o m o t e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  e n g a g e m e n t ,  w h e r e  w e
d i s s e c t e d  o w l  p e l l e t s ,  p r o d u c e d  b i o l o g i c a l  d r a w i n g s ,
p l a y e d  o u t d o o r  g a m e s  a n d  w e n t  p o n d  d i p p i n g .  

P r o f e s s i o n a l  e n r i c h m e n t  s a w  t h e  g r o u p  a t t e n d  a  v a r i e t y
o f  s e t t i n g s  i n c l u d i n g  S E N D  S c h o o l s ,  a  p u p i l  r e f e r r a l  u n i t
a n d  a  C o m m u n i t y  C e n t r e  a m o n g s t  o t h e r s .  T h e  k n o w l e d g e
t h e y  g a i n e d  a n d  s h a r e d  w i t h  t h e  g r o u p  ( a n d  u s  t u t o r s )
w a s  r e a l l y  v a l u a b l e  a n d  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  g i v i n g  u s  a l l  a  w i d e r
v i e w  o f  e d u c a t i o n  i n  a n d  a r o u n d  Y o r k .

B Y  L E A N N E  M A S O N  A N D  S I M O N  Q U I N N E L L
S C I E N C E  C A  L E A D  T U T O R S
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W e  w e r e  l u c k y  t o  h a v e  L u c y  I r e l a n d ,  a  t r a i n e e  f r o m  t h e
2 0 2 2 - 3  c o h o r t  j o i n  u s  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  h e r  E C T  y e a r .  L u c y
h a s  h a d  a n  a m a z i n g  f i r s t  y e a r  i n  s c h o o l  a n d  w e  r e a l l y
e n j o y e d  h e a r i n g  a b o u t  h e r  c r e a t i v e  a p p r o a c h e s  i n  t h e
c l a s s r o o m .  

W e  a r e  d e l i g h t e d  t h a t  e v e r y  t r a i n e e  h a s  s e c u r e d  a  f i r s t
p o s t  r o l e ,  a h e a d  o f  S e p t e m b e r ,  w i t h  m a n y  w o r k i n g  i n
l o c a l  s c h o o l s .  I  w o u l d  a l s o  l i k e  t o  t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y
t o  t h a n k  t h e  b r i l l i a n t  m e n t o r s  a n d  t h e i r  s c i e n c e
d e p a r t m e n t s  t h a t  w e  h a v e  w o r k e d  w i t h  t h i s  y e a r  f o r  t h e
k i n d n e s s  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  g u i d a n c e  t h e y  h a v e  s h o w n  o u r
t r a i n e e s .

W e  w i s h  y o u  a l l  w e l l  i n  y o u r  n e w  p o s t s  a n d  a  f a n t a s t i c
s u m m e r  h o l i d a y  t o  t a k e  a  w e l l - e a r n e d  r e s t !
L e a n n e ,  S i m o n  a n d  M o i r a



The PGCE Team
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Spotlight on the SPFs

B Y  C A R O L I N E  C A P P E R  A N D  V I C  A L L E N ,
S C H O O L  P A R T N E R S H I P  F A C I L I T A T O R S

W e l l  w h a t  a  y e a r  t h i s  h a s  b e e n !

P l a n n i n g  f o r  t h e  2 0 2 3 - 2 4  c o h o r t  a c t u a l l y  b e g a n  i n  M a r c h
2 0 2 3  ( 6  m o n t h s  b e f o r e  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  c o u r s e )  w h e n
C a r o l i n e  a n d  V i c  w e r e  b u s y  l i a i s i n g  w i t h  p a r t n e r s h i p
s c h o o l s  a b o u t  p l a c e m e n t s  a n d  a l s o  t r y i n g  t o  m a t c h
t r a i n e e s  t o  s c h o o l s  t a k i n g  i n t o  a c c o u n t  a n y  p e r s o n a l
c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  t r a n s p o r t  o p t i o n s  a n d  t r a v e l  d i s t a n c e .
T h e  a l l o c a t i o n s  p r o c e s s  i s  c o m p l e x  a n d  f l u i d  s o  o f t e n  w e
f i n d  t h a t  i t  c a n n o t  b e  f i n a l i s e d  u n t i l  r i g h t  a t  t h e  s t a r t
o f  S e p t e m b e r .

T h e n ,  w h e n  w e  w e l c o m e d  t h e  c o h o r t  t o  c a m p u s ,  t h e r e
w a s  a  b u z z  o f  e x c i t e m e n t  a s  w e  g o t  t o  m e e t  t h e  n e w
f a c e s  a n d  i n t r o d u c e  t h e m  t o  t h e  P G C E  c o u r s e .  T h e
i n d u c t i o n  p h a s e  i s  a l w a y s  a  b u s y  t i m e  f o r  S P F s  a s  t h e
W S I  p r o g r a m m e  g e t s  i n t o  f u l l  s w i n g ,  w i t h  n u m e r o u s
c o l l e a g u e s  f r o m  a c r o s s  t h e  p a r t n e r s h i p  c o m i n g  t o  s h a r e
t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d  e x p e r t i s e .  T h i s  i s  s u c h  a
s t i m u l a t i n g  a n d  e n r i c h i n g  t i m e  i n  t h e  P G C E  c a l e n d a r .

D u r i n g  t h e  a u t u m n  t e r m ,  S P F s  a r e  a c t i v e l y  e n g a g e d  i n
p r o v i d i n g  m e n t o r  t r a i n i n g  t o  c o l l e a g u e s  i n  s c h o o l s  a n d
c o o r d i n a t i n g  w i t h  P r o f e s s i o n a l  T u t o r s  t o  f i n a l i s e
p l a c e m e n t  2  o f f e r s .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e y  m a n a g e
a s s i g n m e n t  m a r k i n g  a n d  c o n d u c t  m o n i t o r i n g  v i s i t s
a l o n g s i d e  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  P G C E  T e a m .

 



J a n u a r y  i s  w h e n  w e  m a k e  f i n a l  a l l o c a t i o n s  f o r  p l a c e m e n t
2 .  T h i s  y e a r ,  w e  w e r e  a l s o  b u s i l y  p r e p a r i n g  f o r
r e a c c r e d i t a t i o n  a n d  t h e  c h a n g e s  t o  I T E  p r o v i s i o n
f o l l o w i n g  t h e  D f E ’ s  m a r k e t  r e v i e w .  I t  w a s  a l s o  i n  J a n u a r y
t h a t  w e  h a d  t h e  c a l l  t h a t  O f s t e d  w o u l d  b e  v i s i t i n g  u s .

A l t h o u g h  t h e  w e e k  w a s  i n t e n s e ,  i t  a l s o  a l l o w e d  u s  t o
s h a r e  t h e  w o r k  t h a t  w e  a r e  r e a l l y  p a s s i o n a t e  a b o u t  a n d
f i l l e d  u s  w i t h  a  s e n s e  o f  p r i d e  w h e n  w e  r e f l e c t e d  o n  a l l
t h a t  w e  d o  a s  t h e  P G C E  t e a m  a n d  t h e  w i d e r  p a r t n e r s h i p .
T h e  s u p p o r t  w e  g o t  f r o m  c o l l e a g u e s  a n d  s c h o o l s  w a s
n o t h i n g  s h o r t  o f  b r i l l i a n t .  T h a n k  y o u  t o  e v e r y o n e  w h o
c o n t r i b u t e d  a n d  s e n t  w a r m  w i s h e s .

T h e  S p r i n g  t e r m  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  a  t i m e  w h e n  t h e  S P F s
f o c u s s e d  o n  r e a c c r e d i t a t i o n  a n d  a l s o  l a u n c h e d  t h e
T e a c h i n g  a n d  L e a r n i n g  p r o j e c t ,  w h i c h  p r o v e d  t o  b e  a n
e x c i t i n g  t i m e  i n v o l v i n g  w o r k s h o p s ,  i n t e r v i e w s  a n d
p o d c a s t s  w h e r e  t h e  S P F s ,  a l o n g  w i t h  H e l e n  G r a n g e r ,
d e v e l o p e d  a  r a n g e  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t
r e s o u r c e s  t o  s u p p o r t  f u t u r e  b e g i n n e r  t e a c h e r s  a n d
m e n t o r s  t o  m a k e  t h e  m o s t  o u t  o f  t h e  m e n t o r i n g
r e l a t i o n s h i p .  T h e s e  r e s o u r c e s  w i l l  b e  s h a r e d  a c r o s s  t h e
p a r t n e r s h i p  t h r o u g h o u t  2 0 2 4 - 2 5  a n d  b e y o n d .  A g a i n ,
t h a n k  y o u  t o  e v e r y o n e  w h o  t o o k  p a r t  i n  t h i s  p r o j e c t .

A s  t h e  S u m m e r  t e r m  b e g a n ,  S P F s  f o c u s e d  o n  p l a c e m e n t
a l l o c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  n e x t  c o h o r t  a n d  w o r k e d  c o l l e c t i v e l y
w i t h  I T T E  p r o v i d e r s  f r o m  a c r o s s  t h e  r e g i o n  t o  d e s i g n
a n d  d e l i v e r  t h e  I T T E  R e g i o n a l  M e n t o r ’ s  c o n f e r e n c e ,
w h i c h  p r o v i d e d  t h e  f i r s t  6  h o u r s  o f  t h e  D f E ’ s  n e w
m a n d a t o r y  2 0 - h o u r  m e n t o r  t r a i n i n g .

A m o n g s t  a l l  t h i s ,  t h e  P G C E  t e a m  h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h
c o l l e a g u e s  f r o m  N o t t i n g h a m  U n i v e r s i t y  t o  c o v e r  L e a d
M e n t o r  T r a i n i n g  t o  m e e t  t h e  D f E ’ s  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r
r e a c c r e d i t a t i o n .
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A s  y o u  c a n  s e e ,  t h i s  h a s  b e e n  a n o t h e r  b u s y  y e a r  f o r  t h e
S P F s .  T h e r e  a r e  a l w a y s  o n g o i n g  t a s k s  t o  b e  c o m p l e t e d ,
s u c h  a s  t h e  r e g u l a r  b u l l e t i n ,  o f f e r i n g  b e s p o k e  m e n t o r
t r a i n i n g ,  p e r s o n a l i s e d  s u p p o r t  f o r  t r a i n e e s ,  a s s i g n m e n t
m a r k i n g ,  s u p p o r t  a n d  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  w i d e r  u n i v e r s i t y
a l o n g s i d e  i n t e r v i e w i n g  a n d  r e c r u i t m e n t  a c t i v i t i e s .

W e  h a v e  t h o r o u g h l y  e n j o y e d  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  2 0 2 3 / 2 4
c o h o r t  a n d  c o l l e a g u e s  f r o m  t h e  w i d e r  p a r t n e r s h i p .  L i k e
t e a c h i n g ,  t h i s  j o b  i s  d e m a n d i n g  b u t  a l s o  i n c r e d i b l y
r e w a r d i n g .  N o t h i n g  g i v e s  u s  m o r e  p l e a s u r e  t h a n  s e e i n g
o u r  t r a i n e e s  d e v e l o p  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s k i l l s  o v e r  t h e
c o u r s e  o f  1 0  m o n t h s  a n d  t h e n  g r a d u a t e  w i t h  s m i l e s  o n
t h e i r  f a c e s .   

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  y o u  a l l  a n d  h a v e  a  w o n d e r f u l  s u m m e r !
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PGCE Admin

Education Reception

1 .  H o w  l o n g  h a v e  y o u  w o r k e d  i n  t h e  E d u c a t i o n
D e p a r t m e n t  a t  U o Y ?  
4  y e a r s  ( a n d  a  b i t ! )
2 .  W h a t  a r e  y o u r  m a i n  r o l e s  i n  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  P G C E ?
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  a d m i s s i o n s  p r o c e s s  ( a n s w e r i n g
g e n e r a l  e n q u i r i e s  a b o u t  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  o r g a n i s i n g  s u b j e c t
t e s t s  a n d  s e t t i n g  u p  i n t e r v i e w s ) .  F i r s t  p o i n t  o f  c o n t a c t
f o r  t r a i n e e s  w h e n  t h e y  a r e  o n  c a m p u s .  
3 .  W h a t  d o  y o u  e n j o y  m o s t  a b o u t  w o r k i n g  i n  t h e
E d u c a t i o n  D e p a r t m e n t ?  
A b o v e  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e  I  w o r k  w i t h .  W e  a r e  a  f r i e n d l y  a n d
s u p p o r t i v e  t e a m .  F e e l i n g  a p p r e c i a t e d .  ( T e a c h e r s
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  p o s i t i v e  f e e d b a c k ! )
M e e t i n g  t r a i n e e s .  I t ' s  n i c e  t o  s e e  f a m i l i a r  f a c e s  o n  t h e
f i r s t  d a y  o f  t h e  c o u r s e  w h o  I  h a v e  m e t  o n  i n t e r v i e w
d a y s .

1 .  H o w  l o n g  h a v e  y o u  w o r k e d  i n  t h e  E d u c a t i o n
D e p a r t m e n t  a t  U o Y ?  
I ' v e  b e e n  h e r e  f o r  n e a r l y  t w o  y e a r s  n o w  -  d o e s n ' t  t i m e
f l y !
2 .  W h a t  a r e  y o u r  m a i n  r o l e s  i n  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  P G C E ?
I t  i s  v e r y  v a r i e d . . .  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  w i t h  t r a i n e e s  a n d
p a r t n e r s h i p  s c h o o l s ,  s e n d i n g  o u t  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t
p l a c e m e n t s ,  w o r k i n g  o n  a d m i s s i o n s ,  P e b b l e P a d ,
a s s i g n m e n t s . . .  t h e  l i s t  g o e s  o n !
3 .  W h a t  d o  y o u  e n j o y  m o s t  a b o u t  w o r k i n g  i n  t h e
E d u c a t i o n  D e p a r t m e n t ?  
T h e  b e s t  p a r t  o f  m y  r o l e  i s  w o r k i n g  w i t h  s o  m a n y
a m a z i n g  p e o p l e  -  t h e  a d m i n  t e a m ,  t h e  P G C E  t u t o r s ,  t h e
t r a i n e e s ,  t h e  p a r t n e r s h i p  s c h o o l s  -  i t  i s  a  w o n d e r f u l
c o m m u n i t y .

C H A R L O T T E  L E A P

A A R O N  G R I B B L E



As I reflect on another busy year hosting ITT students here at Selby High School, I would like
to thank and congratulate each and every one of them who undertook placements with us.
Seeing them progress and develop into teachers in their own right has been one of the
highlights of my year. They enter the Early Career Teacher phase equipped with the
expertise and skills to make a positive impact in their new schools – well done to you all!

Another highlight for us as a placement school was the ITaP pilot week. It is great to be
partnered with such a forward thinking PGCE team who really want to get the most out of
the ITaP experience and who were proactive in trialling this. I just know that the ITaP weeks
are going to be a real strength of the University’s PGCE offer from the 24/25 academic
year.

The word that springs to mind when I look back on leading on ITT in my school throughout
this past academic has to be opportunity. The university have offered me so many
professional development opportunities which have really pushed me out of my comfort
zone and have enabled me to upskill as ITT Lead.

In October I was approached and asked to put together a training video on “The Role of the
Professional Tutor” which was to be shared across all of the nearly 70 schools in the UoY
partnership.  It was a really interesting process from the planning stages to the finished
product and a hug compliment to me and my team of amazing subject mentors to have
been asked.  Nothing I do as ITT Lead is done alone; we are a successful partner school
because of the fantastic support from the University and because of the incredibly
talented mentoring team I have honed over the past few years.

In December I had the privilege of meeting the MFL trainees and being a guest lecturer for
the afternoon. I chose the topic of “Challenging the More Able Learner in the MFL
Classroom” as this is a part of my own teaching practice which I know is a strength. The
lecture included lots of input from me but also opportunities for discussion and a chance to
apply what they had learned to a practical task. For the practical task they had to select a
double-page spread from a textbook and adapt some of the activities with a more able
learner in mind. The lecture was well received and evaluated positively by the trainees and
by Mirjam Bühler.
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School Partnership Colleagues

R E B E C C A  H A R W O O D ,  P R O F E S S I O N A L  T U T O R  A T

S E L B Y  H I G H  S C H O O L  A N D  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  Y O R K

I T T  P A R T N E R S H I P  S C H O O L  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E ,

S H A R E S  H E R  R E F L E C T I O N S  O N  T H I S  Y E A R .

Partnership Forum



In January the PGCE team finally had “The Call” and during the week of 22nd January
Ofsted inspected their ITTE programme. Two trainees at Selby High School were visited as
part of the process which involved lesson observations, meetings with trainees, meetings
with subject mentors and with me as ITT Lead and my school’s Principal. It was my second
time in under five months being involved with an Ofsted inspection as our school was
inspected in October. It was golden opportunity to be able to sing the praises of the PGCE
team and all they do for the trainees and the partner schools. I have no doubt that the next
inspection will be graded Outstanding plans are already underway to respond positively to
the constructive feedback the inspectorate provided.

In June I had a real “pinch me” moment when I jointly delivered the keynote address at the
regional mentoring conference at York St John University. This was centred around the
benefits of mentoring for trainees, mentors and schools and also featured anecdotes
about trainee/mentor experiences. I would not be in a position to have done this had I not
been given the chance to be so fully involved with the Partnership. In saying yes to every
opportunity this academic year I have really come out of my comfort zone and have
become so much more confident in leading on ITT as a result; to a point where I feel
comfortable talking to my wider network of colleagues about this.

I am also now more than two thirds of the way through the NPQLTD which is being
facilitated by Pathfinder Teaching School Hub. The NPQLTD has already been instrumental
in refining my abilities to effectively lead emerging teachers and their subject mentors. The
insights I gain from the course will be invaluable to further improving our offer as a host
school.

I would like to offer my warmest congratulations to all of the University of York PGCE
students who will be awarded Qualified Teacher Status in the coming weeks. You are joining
a profession like no other!

I wish everyone involved in some way with the University of York PGCE a very healthy,
happy and restful summer break.

Rebecca Harwood
Teacher of Spanish and ITT & New Staff Coordinator
Selby High School 
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M o v i n g  f r o m  a  b a c k g r o u n d  i n  E a r l y  Y e a r s ,  m y  t e a c h i n g  c a r e e r
b e g a n  a t  L e i c e s t e r  C o l l e g e  i n  2 0 0 3 .  I  c o m p l e t e d  m y
C e r t i f i c a t e  i n  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  t a u g h t  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  t h e  a g e  o f
1 6  y e a r s ,  o f t e n  h a v i n g  m a t u r e  s t u d e n t s  i n  m y  g r o u p s .  O v e r
t h e  p e r i o d  o f  t e n  y e a r s ,  I  b e c a m e  p a r t  o f  t h e  Q u a l i t y
A s s u r a n c e  t e a m ,  a n d  o b s e r v e d  c o l l e a g u e s  r e g u l a r l y  a n d
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  d e l i v e r i n g  s t a f f  C P D .
I n  2 0 1 3 ,  I  t o o k  t h e  l e a p  i n t o  t e a c h i n g  i n  a  s c h o o l ,  w h i c h  w a s  a
h u g e  l e a r n i n g  c u r v e .  A d a p t i n g  t o  b e i n g  c a l l e d  M i s s  i n s t e a d  o f
L y d i a  w a s n ’ t  e a s y ,  b u t  I  l o v e d  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  o f  t h e  r o l e ,  a n d
q u i c k l y  a c h i e v e d  Q T L S  s t a t u s .  

A s  H e a d  o f  D e p a r t m e n t ,  t e a c h i n g  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  C a r e ,  a n d
C h i l d c a r e ,  I  l i a i s e d  w i t h  s c h o o l s  a n d  n u r s e r i e s  w e e k l y ,  a s  m y
K S 5  s t u d e n t s  w e n t  o u t  i n t o  e a r l y  y e a r s  p l a c e m e n t s  e v e r y
w e e k .  A s  a  n a t u r a l  ‘ p e o p l e  p e r s o n ’ ,  v i s i t i n g  t h e  s e t t i n g s  w a s  a
f a v o u r i t e  p a r t  o f  t h e  r o l e ,  a n d  I  e n j o y e d  w a t c h i n g  m y
s t u d e n t s  g r o w  i n  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  a b i l i t y .

H o w e v e r ,  I  f e l t  s o m e t h i n g  w a s  m i s s i n g ,  a s  u n l i k e  m y
c o l l e a g u e s  w h o  h a d  e x p e r i e n c e d  s t u d y i n g  f o r  a  d e g r e e ,  I  h a d
g o n e  i n t o  t e a c h i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  F E  r o u t e .  I  h a d  a c h i e v e d  o t h e r
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  a l o n g  t h e  w a y ,  b u t  n o t  t h a t  d e g r e e ,  a n d  t h e
m o r e  I  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  i t ,  t h e  m o r e  I  w a n t e d  i t .  S o ,  i n  2 0 1 6 ,  I
e n r o l l e d  a s  a  p a r t - t i m e  s t u d e n t  o n  t h e  M a s t e r s  i n  E d u c a t i o n
a t  L e e d s  T r i n i t y  U n i v e r s i t y ,  a n d  d u r i n g  t h e  t h r e e  y e a r s  o f  t h e
c o u r s e ,  I  h a d  a  d o u b l e  k n e e  r e p l a c e m e n t ,  b e c a m e  a  g r a n d m a ,
a n d  g r a d u a t e d  w i t h  a  D i s t i n c t i o n !  

O v e r  t h a t  t i m e ,  I  w a s  g r o w i n g  i n  c o n f i d e n c e ,  a n d  f o u n d  b e i n g
a  s t u d e n t  a g a i n  s o  i n t e r e s t i n g .  S e e i n g  t h i n g s  f r o m  t h e  o t h e r
s i d e ,  I  k n e w  I  w a n t e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  s u p p o r t i n g  f e l l o w  s t u d e n t s .  I
s t a r t e d  t h e  D E E P s  r o l e  i n  2 0 2 1  a n d  s i n c e  t h e n  h a v e  b e c o m e
m o r e  v i s i b l e  a r o u n d  t h e  w h o l e  s c h o o l ,  s u p p o r t i n g  T e a c h i n g
a n d  L e a r n i n g  t h r o u g h  C P D  a n d  Q A s ,  c o a c h i n g  a n d  m e n t o r i n g ,
c o n d u c t i n g  l e s s o n  d r o p - i n s  a n d  t h i s  y e a r  t a k i n g  t h e  r o l e  o f
c o o r d i n a t i n g  P G C E  s t u d e n t s .  A s  a  n e w c o m e r  t o  t h e  r o l e ,  I
f o u n d  i t  a  h u g e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  b u t  a s  s o o n  a s  I  b e g a n ,  I
a b s o l u t e l y  l o v e d  i t !  I  h a v e  b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  s e v e r a l
p r o v i d e r s ,  s o  m y  o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  s k i l l s  w e r e  t e s t e d ,  b u t  I  w a s
n e v e r  a f r a i d  t o  a s k  f o r  g u i d a n c e  i f  i t  w a s  n e e d e d .  
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L Y D I A  B I N K S ,  

P R O F E S S I O N A L  T U T O R  A T  G A R F O R T H  A C A D E M Y  



I  f o u n d  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  s t a f f  w e r e  o n  h a n d  w h e n e v e r  I  h a d  a n y
q u e s t i o n s ,  a n d  r e s p o n s e s  t o  m y  e m a i l s  w e r e  a l w a y s  p r o m p t .  I
w a s  d e l i g h t e d  t o  b e  a s k e d  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  Y o r k ’ s  O f s t e d
i n s p e c t i o n ,  a n d  i t  w a s  g r e a t  t o  h e a r  t h e  o t h e r  P r o f e s s i o n a l
T u t o r s  t a l k i n g  a s  p o s i t i v e l y  a s  I  w a s  a b o u t  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s
w i t h  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y .

A t  t h i s  s t a g e ,  I  a m  w a i t i n g  t o  h e a r  i f  I  w i l l  b e  c o o r d i n a t i n g
t h e  I T T  s t u d e n t s  a g a i n  i n  S e p t e m b e r ,  o r  t h e  E C T  s t u d e n t s ,  a s
I  h a v e  b e e n  a p p o i n t e d  A s s i s t a n t  P r i n c i p a l  f o r  o n e  y e a r  f r o m
S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 4  t o  c o v e r  m a t e r n i t y  l e a v e .  I  a m  s t i l l  p i n c h i n g
m y s e l f !  T h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  w o r k i n g  w i t h  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  a n d  t h e
a s s o c i a t e d  l e a r n i n g  t h i s  y e a r  h a s  g o n e  a  h u g e  w a y  i n  h e l p i n g
m e  t o w a r d s  t h i s  p r o m o t i o n ,  a n d  I  a m  i n c r e d i b l y  g r a t e f u l  f o r
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  I  h a v e  b e e n  g i v e n .

I  h a v e  t h r e e  g r a n d c h i l d r e n  n o w ,  a n d  m y  e l d e s t  F r e d d i e  ( 6 )  h a s
w a r n e d  m e  t h a t  m y  n e w  j o b  m e a n s  a  l o t  o f  h a r d  w o r k  a n d
m i g h t  b e  s t r e s s f u l .  O u t  o f  t h e  m o u t h s  o f  b a b e s !  W a t c h  t h i s
s p a c e  F r e d d i e !
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I  n e v e r  w a n t e d  t o  b e  a  t e a c h e r  a n d  I  c e r t a i n l y  n e v e r
w a n t e d  t o  b e  a  H e a d t e a c h e r  b u t  h e r e  I  a m  a f t e r  2 8
y e a r s  r e t i r i n g  a s  t h e  H e a d t e a c h e r  o f  Y o r k  H i g h  S c h o o l .  I
h a v e  b e e n  a  T e a c h e r ,  H e a d  o f  Y e a r ,  S u b j e c t  L e a d e r ,
A s s i s t a n t  H e a d t e a c h e r ,  D e p u t y  H e a d t e a c h e r  a n d
H e a d t e a c h e r  a n d  I  h a v e  l o v e d  m y  c a r e e r .  T h e r e  i s  n o
g r e a t e r  p r i v i l e g e  t h a n  t o  h a v e  a  p o s i t i v e  i m p a c t  o n
y o u n g  p e o p l e ' s  l i v e s  a n d  I  h o p e  t h a t  I  h a v e  a c h i e v e d
t h a t .

I  w e n t  t o  a  Y o r k  B o y s  G r a m m a r  S c h o o l  i n  t h e  e a r l y
e i g h t i e s  w h e r e  r e s p e c t  w a s  a  o n e  w a y  s t r e e t ,  s t u d e n t s
w e r e  s t i l l  c a n e d  a n d  r o u t i n e l y  e m b a r r a s s e d  b y  t e a c h e r s .
O n l y  a  h a n d f u l  o f  t e a c h e r s  w e r e  a  b e a c o n  o f  p o s i t i v i t y
a n d  c a r e  f o r  t h e i r  s t u d e n t s .  M y  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  s c h o o l
s h a p e d  m e  a s  a  t e a c h e r  i n  t h a t  I  w o u l d  n o t  b e c o m e  w h a t
h a d  g o n e  b e f o r e .

A f t e r  l e a v i n g  S a l f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  I  f i n a l l y  f e l l  i n t o
t e a c h i n g  a f t e r  s p e l l s  w o r k i n g  i n  p u b s ,  s e l l i n g
a d v e r t i s i n g ,  d i g g i n g  s e w e r s  a n d  b a k i n g .  F r o m  m y  f i r s t
p l a c e m e n t  I  l o v e d  t h e  h u n d r e d s  o f  i n t e r a c t i o n s  t h a t  y o u
g e t  w i t h  s t u d e n t s  e v e r y  d a y .  I  m a d e  s o m e  s h o c k i n g
m i s t a k e s  a n d  t a u g h t  s o m e  t r u l y  d r e a d f u l  l e s s o n s  j u s t  l i k e
w e  a l l  d o  a s  t r a i n e e s .  T h i s  n e v e r  c h a n g e s ,  a s  y o u
p r o g r e s s  t h r o u g h  y o u r  c a r e e r  t h e r e  w i l l  a l w a y s  b e
l e s s o n s  t h a t  c o u l d  h a v e  g o n e  b e t t e r ,  t h e  g r e a t  t e a c h e r s
a l w a y s  u s e  t h e s e  l e s s o n s  t o  i m p r o v e .

M y  P G C E  w a s  E c o n o m i c s  a n d  B u s i n e s s  s t u d i e s  a n d  m y
f i r s t  j o b  w a s  a t  A n d r e w  M a r v e l l  i n  H u l l  a s  a  T e a c h e r  o f
B u s i n e s s  S t u d i e s ,  M a t h s  a n d  T y p i n g .  Q u i t e  a  s u r p r i s e  a s  I
c a n  n o t  t o u c h  t y p e  t o  t h i s  d a y !  A f t e r  t h r e e  y e a r s  I
m o v e d  b a c k  t o  Y o r k  a s  a  Y e a r  L e a d e r  a t  A r c h b i s h o p
H o l g a t e ' s  S c h o o l  w h i c h  w a s  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  i t s  j o u r n e y
t o  t h e  O u t s t a n d i n g  S c h o o l  i t  i s  t o d a y .  M y  y e a r  g r o u p  o f
8 0  c o n s i s t e d  o f  4  s e t s  o f  t w i n s .  T h e r e  i s  a  t i m e  i n  y o u r
c a r e e r  t h a t  y o u  l o o k  b a c k  o n  e s p e c i a l l y  f o n d l y  a n d
A r c h b i s h o p s  w a s  t h a t  f o r  m e .  I  l o v e d  t h e  H e a d  o f  Y e a r
r o l e ,  m y  y e a r  g r o u p s  h a d  s o m e  a m a z i n g  k i d s  i n  t h e m  a n d
I  m a d e  l i f e l o n g  f r i e n d s  w i t h  s o m e  o f  t h e  s t a f f .   
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N E V E R  S T O P  L I S T E N I N G  A N D  L E A R N I N G   
B Y  R O D  S I M S ,  Y O R K  H I G H  S C H O O L  



A f t e r  5  r e a l l y  h a p p y  y e a r s  a t  A H S  I  m o v e d  t o  T a d c a s t e r
G r a m m a r  S c h o o l  a s  a n  a s s i s t a n t  H e a d t e a c h e r  f o r  3
y e a r s  b e f o r e  I  s t a r t e d  a s  D e p u t y  H e a d t e a c h e r  a t  Y o r k
H i g h  S c h o o l .  I  l o v e  Y o r k  H i g h ,  t h e  s t a f f ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a n d
t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  W e  a l l  j o i n  t e a c h i n g  b e c a u s e  w e  w a n t  t o
m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e  b u t  a t  Y o r k  H i g h  y o u  r e a l l y  k n o w  t h a t
y o u  a r e  m a k i n g  t h a t  d i f f e r e n c e .  I  w o u l d  n e v e r  h a v e
b e c o m e  a  H e a d t e a c h e r  i f  i t  w a s  n o t  f o r  t h e  O f s t e d
I n a d e q u a t e  j u d g e m e n t .  T h e  s t a f f ,  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t h e
c o m m u n i t y  d i d  n o t  d e s e r v e  o r  n e e d  t h a t  l a b e l .  I
r e s p o n d e d  t o  t h a t  l a b e l  I n a d e q u a t e  l i k e  M a r t y  M a c f l y
r e s p o n d s  t o  b e i n g  c a l l e d  “ C h i c k e n ”  i n  B a c k  t o  t h e  F u t u r e .
W e  w o r k e d  t i r e l e s s l y  t o  r e t u r n  t o  G o o d  a n d  w e r e
d e l i g h t e d  w h e n  t h a t  b e c a m e  a  r e a l i t y  i n  2 0 2 2 .  A f t e r  a
p e r i o d  o f  i l l n e s s  ( a l l  g o o d  n o w ! )  I  a m  s a d l y  r e t i r i n g  a t
t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  t e r m .   

I f  I  h a v e  a n y  a d v i c e  i t  i s  t h a t  E d u c a t i o n  i s  a  r e l a t i o n s h i p
b a s e d  p r o f e s s i o n .  A t  t h e  e n d  o f  m y  c a r e e r  I  s t a n d  o n
t h e  s h o u l d e r s  o f  t h o s e  s u c h  a s  G i l l  J o n e s  i n  H u l l ,  A n n e
L a w e s  a t  A r c h b i s h o p ’ s  a n d  D a v i d  E l l i s  a t  Y H S .  N e v e r  s t o p
l i s t e n i n g  a n d  l e a r n i n g .  T h e  a d v i c e  I  w o u l d  g i v e  t o  a n y o n e
s t a r t i n g  i n  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  i s  t o  k e e p  s m i l i n g  a n d  t o  n e v e r
f o r g e t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  y o u  m a k e  t o  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e
s t u d e n t s  a n d  s t a f f  a r o u n d  y o u .  I  c a n  w a l k  a w a y  k n o w i n g
t h a t  I  h a v e  m a d e  m y  s m a l l  p a r t  o f  t h e  w o r l d  a  b e t t e r
p l a c e ,  t h a t ’ s  w h y  w e  t e a c h .

P G C E  P A R T N E R S H I P  N E W S L E T T E R P A G E  3 0



P G C E  P A R T N E R S H I P  N E W S L E T T E R P A G E  3 1

School Partnership Colleagues
R E F L E C T I O N S  O N  T H E  I T T E  R E G I O N A L  M E N T O R I N G  C O N F E R E N C E

B Y  J E S S I C A  D I X O N

M E N T O R  A N D  2  I / C  I N  M O D E R N  F O R E I G N  L A N G U A G E S  A T

A R C H B I S H O P  H O L G A T E ’ S  S C H O O L

… . a n d  p o o f !  J u s t  l i k e  t h a t ,  a s  i f  b y
s o m e  m a g i c  ( o r  m i r a c l e  s o m e  m a y
b e  t h i n k i n g  a t  t h i s  p o i n t )  a n o t h e r
a c a d e m i c  y e a r  i s  d o n e .  I t  n e v e r
c e a s e s  t o  a m a z e  m e  n o t  o n l y  h o w
q u i c k l y  t h e  a c a d e m i c  y e a r  p a s s e s
b y ,  b u t  a l s o  h o w  m u c h  c a n  c h a n g e
i n  t h a t  t i m e .  T e a c h i n g  i s  s i m p l y  a
v o c a t i o n ,  w h i c h  i s  c o n s t a n t l y
e v o l v i n g  a n d  w h i c h  c o n s t a n t l y
c h a l l e n g e s  u s  t o  r i s e  t o  t h e
c h a l l e n g e  o f  e a c h  n e w  d e v e l o p m e n t .  

I  i m a g i n e  t h a t  i s  w h a t  o u r  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Y o r k  b e g i n n i n g
t e a c h e r s  h a v e  s e e n  f i r s t - h a n d  i n  t h e i r  f i r s t  o f  y e a r  o f
e x p e r i e n c e  “ o n  t h e  j o b ”  b u t  i t  i s  s o m e t h i n g  s o m e w h a t
e x p e r i e n c e d  t e a c h e r s  k n o w  v e r y  w e l l .  T h a t  i s  p e r h a p s
w h y  I  e n j o y  b e i n g  a  m e n t o r  t o  b e g i n n i n g  t e a c h e r s  s o
m u c h .  T h e  m e n t o r  r o l e  g i v e s  m e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  h e l p
t o  p r e p a r e  o u r  n e w  c o l l e a g u e s  b o t h  m e n t a l l y  a n d
p r a c t i c a l l y  f o r  t h e  f a s t - p a c e d  e n v i r o n m e n t  o f  t h e
e d u c a t i o n  s e c t o r ,  b u t  a l s o  a l l o w s  m e  t o  c o n s t a n t l y
q u e s t i o n  m y  o w n  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  I  d o n ’ t  t h i n k
o u r  b e g i n n i n g  t e a c h e r s  a l w a y s  r e a l i s e  t h a t  t h e y  h e l p  u s
a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t e a c h e r s  j u s t  a s  m u c h  a s  w e  h e l p  t h e m .
F o r  t h a t  I  a m  t h a n k f u l ,  e v e n  i f  i t  s o m e t i m e s  m a k e s  m e
f e e l  a  l i t t l e  o l d  a n d  t e c h n o l o g i c a l l y  o u t  o f  t o u c h !
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A s  p a r t  o f  t h i s  c o n t i n u e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  I
r e c e n t l y  a t t e n d e d  t h e  I T T E  R e g i o n a l  M e n t o r  C o n f e r e n c e
( j o i n t l y  o r g a n i s e d  b y  U o Y ,  Y S J  a n d  S T A ) .  I n  a l l  h o n e s t y ,  I
w a s n ’ t  e n t i r e l y  s u r e  w h a t  t o  e x p e c t  f r o m  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e
b u t  w a s  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  c h a t t i n g
a n d  n e t w o r k i n g  w i t h  o t h e r  m e n t o r s  a n d  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y
t o  g a t h e r  s o m e  n e w  i d e a s  t h a t  c o u l d  h e l p  f u t u r e
b e g i n n i n g  t e a c h e r s .  

O n  a r r i v a l ,  w e  w e r e  w a r m l y  w e l c o m e d  b y  P a t h f i n d e r
s t a f f  a n d  w i t h  h o t  d r i n k s  a n d  r e f r e s h m e n t s  ( w h i c h  f e l t
l i k e  a  l u x u r i o u s  M o n d a y  m o r n i n g ! )  a n d  w e r e  g i v e n  a
h a n d o u t ,  o n  w h i c h  t h e  p l a n  f o r  t h e  d a y  e n t a i l e d .  O n c e
w e  h a d  f i l l e d  o u r  b o o t s  w i t h  c o f f e e ,  w e  w e r e  s h o w n  t o  a
l e c t u r e  h a l l  a n d  h a d  o u r  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  d a y .  I t  w a s
g r e a t  t o  h e a r  f r o m  b o t h  c u r r e n t  a n d  p r e v i o u s  m e n t o r s
a n d  h e a r  b o t h  t h e i r  p o s i t i v e  a n d  m o s t  m e m o r a b l e
e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  m e n t o r i n g .  T h i s  a l l o w e d  u s  a l s o  t o  r e f l e c t
o n  w h y  w e  m e n t o r  a n d  w h a t  i t  o f f e r s  u s  o n  a  p e r s o n a l
a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  l e v e l ,  w h i c h  w a s  v e r y  u p l i f t i n g  a s  t h i s
i s  a n  a s p e c t ,  w h i c h  y o u  o f t e n  d o n ’ t  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y
t o  t r u l y  t h i n k  a b o u t .  W e  w e r e  a l s o  s h o w n  v a r i o u s  m o d e l s
a s  o r  t h e o r i e s  a s  t o  w h a t  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  m e n t o r  i s .  A l l
t h r e e  m o d e l s ;  M a l d a r e z ’  I c e b e r g ,  M a l d a r e z  a n d
B o d o c z k y ’ s  T h r e e  F a c e t s  o f  R e f l e c t i o n  a n d  A m b r o s e t t i
e t  a l  T a b l e  o f  r o l e s  o f  t h e  M e n t o r  a l l  r e s o n a t e d  w i t h  m e
s o m e w h a t  b u t  t h e  T h r e e  F a c e t s  o f  R e f l e c t i o n  w a s  t h e
k e y  m o d e l  t h a t  g a v e  m e  r e a l  f o o d  f o r  t h o u g h t .  T h e  t h r e e
f a c e t s  a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h r e e  p a t h s  t h e  m e n t o r  c a n  f o l l o w
t o  s u p p o r t  a n d  g u i d e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  t e a c h e r  t o  m a s t e r
t h e  a r t  o f  s u c c e s s f u l  s e l f  r e f l e c t i o n .   F u r t h e r  t o  t h i s ,  I
a g r e e d  w i t h  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  j u s t  b e c a u s e  w e  a s
m e n t o r s  o r  h o s t  t e a c h e r s  a r e  m o d e l l i n g  n e w  i d e a s  t o  t h e
b e g i n n i n g  t e a c h e r ,  t h i s  d o e s  n o t  t h e r e f o r e  m e a n  t h a t
t h e  t r a i n e e  s h o u l d  w a n t  o r  b e  e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  a  “ m i n i
m e ”  ( f o r  w a n t  o f  a  b e t t e r  d e s c r i p t i o n ) .  T h i s  c a r e e r
r e q u i r e s  c o n s t a n t  r e f l e c t i o n  a n d  t h i s  c a n  b e  d o n e
t h r o u g h  m o d e l l i n g -  h o w  c a n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  t e a c h e r
a c h i e v e  t h e  s a m e  a i m  a s  s e e n  i n  t h e  m o d e l l i n g  b u t  i n  a
w a y  t h a t  s u i t s  t h e i r  o w n  d e v e l o p i n g  t e a c h i n g  s t y l e ?
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I  h a v e  a l w a y s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  i d e a s  w e  g i v e  t o
b e g i n n i n g  t e a c h e r s  r e a l l y  a r e  j u s t  t h a t  - i d e a s -  a n d
h o p e f u l l y  w i l l  a l s o  g i v e  t h e m  f o o d  f o r  t h o u g h t  a n d
o p t i o n s  t o  c h o o s e  f r o m ,  w h e n  t h e  i d e a  b a n k  b e g i n s  t o
r u n  a  l i t t l e  d r y .  I t  a l s o  m a d e  m e  r e a l i s e  t h a t  t h e  f a c t
t h a t  s e c o n d a r y  b e g i n n i n g  t e a c h e r s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  w i l l
l i k e l y  w o r k  w i t h  a  l a r g e r  a m o u n t  o f  h o s t  t e a c h e r s  c o u l d
m e a n  t h e  o v e r w h e l m  c o u l d  b e  h i g h  i f  a l l  h o s t  t e a c h e r s
m o d e l l e d  s o m e t h i n g  e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t l y ,  w h i c h  c a n  s o
o f t e n  b e  t h e  c a s e .  

I n  s e s s i o n  t w o ,  w e  w e r e  i n  s m a l l e r  “ b r e a k o u t ”  g r o u p s  a n d
w e r e  a s k e d  t o  d i g  a  l i t t l e  d e e p e r  i n t o  o u r  r o l e s  a s
m e n t o r s .  W e  w e r e  a s k e d  w h a t  w e  c o n s i d e r  o u r  k e y  r o l e s
t o  b e  a n d  w h a t  a t t r i b u t e s  w e  b e l i e v e  t o  b e  m o s t
i m p o r t a n t  f o r  t h i s  r o l e .  I n  s m a l l e r  g r o u p s  w e  d i s c u s s e d
t h i s  i n  g r e a t e r  d e t a i l  a n d  i t  w a s  i n c r e d i b l y  i n s i g h t f u l  t o
h e a r  f r o m  o t h e r  m e n t o r s  a n d  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s .  
I n  m y  g r o u p ,  w e  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  s t r o n g
e m o t i o n a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e  a n d  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  b e g i n n i n g
t e a c h e r ’ s  b a c k g r o u n d  w i t h  r e g a r d s  t o  t h e i r  o w n  s c h o o l
e x p e r i e n c e .  W e  a l l  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h i s  c a n  m a k e  a  h u g e
d i f f e r e n c e  t o  a  b e g i n n i n g  t e a c h e r  a n d  t h a t  i t  i s
i n c r e d i b l y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  f i n d  o u t  s u c h  b a s i c s  a t  t h e  s t a r t
o f  t h e  p l a c e m e n t .  C o l l e a g u e s  i n  m y  g r o u p  e x p r e s s e d  t h a t
k e y  q u e s t i o n s  s u c h  a s  “  w h a t  d o  y o u  e x p e c t  f r o m  … m e ?
F r o m  t h i s  p l a c e m e n t ?  F r o m  t h i s  c a r e e r ? ”  h a d  l e d  t o
p r o d u c t i v e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  a n d  h a d  a l s o  m e a n t  t h a t  t h e r e
w a s  a  g r e a t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e  m e n t o r  a n d
b e g i n n i n g  t e a c h e r  a n d  t h a t  a n y  m i s c o n c e p t i o n s  w e r e
d e b u n k e d  f r o m  a n  e a r l y  s t a g e .  I -  a s  a  t o t a l  “ p e o p l e
p e r s o n ”  a n d  w h o  i s  c o n s t a n t l y  f a s c i n a t e d  b y  h o w  o t h e r s
t h i n k  a n d  s e e  t h e  w o r l d ,  t h o u g h t  t h i s  w a s  a  b r i l l i a n t
i d e a .
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F o l l o w i n g  t h e s e  d i s c u s s i o n s ,  w e  a s  a  g r o u p  a g r e e d  o n
o u r  “ F i v e  P r i n c i p l e s  f o r  a  S u c c e s s f u l  T r a i n e e /  B e g i n n i n g
T e a c h e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  w h i c h  w e r e :

G a i n  a  g o o d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  t e a c h e r ’ s
a m b i t i o n s ,  b e l i e f s  a n d  d e s i r e s  f o r  t h e i r  f u t u r e  a n d
c a r e e r .  

1 .

(  A s  a  m e n t o r )  b e  a v a i l a b l e  a n d  a p p r o a c h a b l e .2 .
M o d e l  s t r a t e g i e s  a n d  p l a n n i n g  b u t  r e m a i n  o p e n  t o  n e w
i d e a s .

3 .

H a v e  f l e x i b i l i t y  w i t h  w o r k l o a d4 .
E n s u r e  a l l  t a r g e t s  a r e  S M A R T5 .

O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  i d e a s  i n  e a c h  o f  t h e  g r o u p s  v a r i e d  b u t  I
f e l t  v e r y  h a p p y  w i t h  o u r  a g r e e d  p r i n c i p l e s -  s o  m u c h  s o
t h a t  I  h a v e  s t u c k  t h e m  i n  m y  o f f i c e  i n  s c h o o l !

I n  o u r  f i n a l  s e s s i o n  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  b r e a k o u t  s e s s i o n s ,  w e
w e r e  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  u s e f u l  a n d  a l s o  p r a c t i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n
w i t h  r e g a r d s  t o  t h e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  a n d  w e l l b e i n g  o f  o u r
b e g i n n i n g  t e a c h e r s  o n  p l a c e m e n t .  T h e  I T T  y e a r  i s  a n
a m a z i n g  b u t  a l s o  v e r y  i n t e n s e  y e a r  o f  l e a r n i n g  a n d  I  d o
b e l i e v e  t h a t  n o t  a l l  o f  o u r  b e g i n n i n g  t e a c h e r s  a r e  k i n d
t o  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d .   M a n y  n e e d  h e l p
i m p l e m e n t i n g  h e a l t h y  w o r k i n g  h a b i t s ,  w h i c h  w i l l  s e e  t h e m
i n t o  t h e i r  f u t u r e  c a r e e r s .  W e  d i s c u s s e d  p r e - e m p t i v e
a c t i o n s  s u c h  a s  e a r l y  m e e t i n g s  t o  d i s c u s s  b o u n d a r i e s
a n d  e x p e c t a t i o n s  b u t  a l s o  h o w  t o  d e c i d e  w h e r e  o n  t h e
s c a l e  o u r  b e g i n n e r  t e a c h e r  i s  f r o m  “ h e a l t h y ”  t o  “ u n w e l l ”
a n d  h o w  t o  s u p p o r t  o u r  c o l l e a g u e s  f r o m  r e a c h i n g  t h e
l a t t e r  e n d  o f  t h e  s c a l e .  T h e  f o u r  k e y  e l e m e n t s ,  w h i c h  a r e
d e e m e d  a s  p i v o t a l  t o  g o o d  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  i n  t h e  s c h o o l
s e t t i n g  a r e :

S e l f  a c c e p t a n c e  
A  g r o w t h  m i n d s e t
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  m a s t e r y
A u t o n o m y  ( w i t h  a  s a f e t y  n e t  o f  s u p p o r t  i n  I T T  y e a r )

I  w h o l e h e a r t e d l y  a g r e e  w i t h  t h i s  a n d  a g a i n ,  i t  g a v e  m e
g r e a t  f o o d  f o r  t h o u g h t  o n  r e t u r n i n g  t o  s c h o o l  a s  t o  h o w
I  c o u l d  g u i d e  a n d  s u p p o r t  b e g i n n i n g  t e a c h e r s  f u r t h e r  t o
m a i n t a i n  a  h e a l t h y  s t a t e  m e n t a l l y  ( a n d  t h e r e f o r e )
p h y s i c a l l y  o n  p l a c e m e n t .  
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I n  A m b r o s e t t i  e t  a l ’ s  m o d e l ,  a  k e y  e l e m e n t  o f  t h e  r o l e  o f
a  m e n t o r  w a s  “ t h e  p r o t e c t o r ” ,  w h i c h  m a k e s  a  l o t  o f
s e n s e  w h e n  w e  c o n s i d e r  o u r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a s  m e n t o r s  t o
k e e p  a n  e y e  o n  o u r  b e g i n n i n g  t e a c h e r s  a n d  t h e i r  m e n t a l
h e a l t h  w h i l s t  e s s e n t i a l l y  i n  o u r  c a r e .

T o  e n d  a  r e a l l y  p r o d u c t i v e  a n d  s u c c e s s f u l  c o n f e r e n c e ,
w e  g a t h e r e d  t o g e t h e r  o n c e  a g a i n  t o  s o m e w h a t
s u m m a r i s e  t h e  d a y  a n d  r e f l e c t  o n  w h a t  w e  h a d  d i s c u s s e d
i n  t h e  b r e a k o u t  r o o m s .  B y  t h i s  p o i n t ,  t h e  r o o m  w a s
b u z z i n g  w i t h  c h a t t e r  a s  s o  m u c h  o f  w h a t  h a d  b e e n
d i s c u s s e d  t h a t  d a y  h a d  s p i l l e d  i n t o  t h e  r o o m  a n d  h a d
f u e l l e d  s o  m a n y  c o n v e r s a t i o n s .  A  b r i l l i a n t  d a y ,  w h i c h
e x c e e d e d  m y  e x p e c t a t i o n s -  a s  d i d  t h e  l o v e l y  l u n c h
p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  ( h i g h  o n  t h e  a g e n d a ! )  T h e
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  n e t w o r k  w i t h  o t h e r  m e n t o r s  w a s
f a n t a s t i c  a n d  I  u l t i m a t e l y  f e e l  l i k e  m y  m e n t o r i n g  w i l l
t a k e  a  r e a l  s t e p  u p  w i t h  t h e  n e w  i n s i g h t  I  h a v e  g a i n e d
f r o m  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e .  

H e r e ’ s  t o  a n o t h e r  s u c c e s s f u l  y e a r  i n  t h e  a c a d e m i c  y e a r
2 0 2 4 - 2 0 2 5 !



A p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 0  m o n t h s  a g o  I  s a t  i n  a  l e c t u r e  h a l l
w h i c h  h a d  p r o v e d  t r i c k y  a n d  s t r e s s f u l  t o  f i n d ,
s u r r o u n d e d  b y  s t r a n g e r s  l i s t e n i n g  t o  P r o f e s s o r  B a l l -
S m i t h  e x p l a i n  t h e  c o u r s e  s t r u c t u r e  a n d  t h e  n o t
i n s i g n i f i c a n t  a m o u n t  w e  n e e d e d  t o  l e a r n  i n  a  s h o r t  s p a c e
o f  t i m e .  T h i s  t h o u g h t  d i d  n o t  a l l e v i a t e  m y  a l r e a d y  h o t
a n d  s t i c k y  f e e l i n g  i n s t e a d ,  i n d u c i n g  f u r t h e r  f e a r  a n d
a n x i e t y .  I  r e m e m b e r  s a y i n g  i n  m y  h e a d  t h a t  i f  t e a c h i n g
w a s  t h e  w r o n g  d e c i s i o n  I  c o u l d  a l w a y s  r e t u r n  t o  m y
f o r m e r  c a r e e r  a n d  r e p e a t i n g  i t  o v e r  l i k e  a  m a n t r a .  

1 0  m o n t h s  o n ,  I  s a t  t o d a y  i n  t h e  s a m e  l e c t u r e  h a l l
c e l e b r a t i n g  t h e  e n d  o f  m y  P G C E  y e a r ;  n o w ,  I  c a n n o t
i m a g i n e  e v e r  d o i n g  a n y t h i n g  o t h e r  t h a n  t e a c h i n g .  T h o s e
s t r a n g e r s  h a v e  b e c o m e  s o m e  o f  m y  b e s t  f r i e n d s ,  I  n o
l o n g e r  g e t  l o s t  o n  c a m p u s  a n d  t r a i n i n g  t o  t e a c h  h a s
b e e n  t h e  b e s t  d e c i s i o n  I ’ v e  m a d e .  

C h a n g i n g  c a r e e r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n t o  s o m e t h i n g  a s
c o n s u m i n g ,  r e f l e c t i v e  a n d  t r i c k y  a s  t e a c h i n g  w a s  a l w a y s
g o i n g  t o  b e  d i f f i c u l t ,  a n d  a t  t i m e s  t h i s  y e a r  I  h a v e  f o u n d
t h e  w h o l e  t h i n g  o v e r w h e l m i n g .  H o w e v e r ,  w i t h o u t
e x c e p t i o n  t h e  p e o p l e  I ’ v e  m e t  h a v e  b e e n  h e l p f u l ,
s u p p o r t i v e  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  I  h a v e  h a d  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f
t h r e e  f a b u l o u s  m e n t o r s  d u r i n g  m y  p l a c e m e n t s  a n d  n o w
c a l l  t h e m  f r i e n d s .  C a t h e r i n e  a n d  N i c o l a ,  t h e  E n g l i s h  C A
t u t o r s ,  a r e  t h e  k i n d e s t ,  w i s e s t  a n d  m o s t  e n c o u r a g i n g
p e o p l e  y o u  c a n  i m a g i n e ,  a n d  t h e y  c h a m p i o n  t h e i r
t r a i n e e s  t h e  w h o l e  w a y .  M y  f e l l o w  t r a i n e e s  a r e  t r u l y
c h a m p i o n s  h a v i n g  t a c k l e d  t h e  i n c r e d i b l e  w o r k l o a d ,
e m o t i o n a l l y  d r a i n i n g  d a y s  a n d  s e l f - d o u b t  e m e r g i n g  t h e
o t h e r  s i d e  a s  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  t e a c h e r s .  I  f e e l  i n c r e d i b l y
l u c k y  t o  h a v e  n o t  j u s t  s u r v i v e d  t h i s  y e a r  b u t  t h r i v e d
d u r i n g  i t .  I  h a v e  f o u n d  b o t h  a n  e n r i c h i n g  a n d  r e w a r d i n g
c a r e e r  a n d  t h e  b e s t  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  w o r l d  t o  s h a r e  i t  w i t h .  
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Trainee Reflections
S U R V I V I N G  A N D  T H R I V I N G  O N  T H E  P G C E   
B Y  R A C H E L  K E N N A D Y ,  P G C E  E N G L I S H  



W h i l e  v o l u n t e e r i n g  a t  T h e  J o s e p h  T r u s t ,  I  g o t  t o
e x p e r i e n c e  n o t  o n l y  t h e  v a s t  a r r a y  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t
t h e s e  p u p i l s  h a v e  a t  t h e i r  d i s p o s a l  b u t  a l s o  a  m e t h o d  o f
t e a c h i n g  t h a t  f o c u s e s  o n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b u i l d i n g  a n d
d e v e l o p i n g  l i f e  s k i l l s  r a t h e r  t h a n  a c a d e m i c  a c h i e v e m e n t .
I t  w a s  t r u l y  i n s p i r i n g  t o  s e e  h o w  m a n y  o f  t h e s e  p u p i l s
t h r i v e d  i n  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e  a l l o w e d  t o
l e a r n  a t  t h e i r  o w n  p a c e  a n d  w i t h o u t  t h e  p r e s s u r e s  o f
f o l l o w i n g  a  c u r r i c u l u m  a n d  s t r i c t  b e h a v i o u r  p o l i c i e s .  
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A N  E X P E R I E N C E  L I K E  N O  O T H E R ,  P R O F E S S I O N A L  
E N R I C H M E N T  A T  T H E  J O S E P H  T R U S T
B Y  A L I N A  R U D A ,  P G C E  B I O L O G Y

W h e n  P e t e  C r a n e ,  t h e  m a n a g e r  o f  t h e  J o s e p h  T r u s t ,  c a m e  t o
t a l k  t o  u s  b a c k  i n  S e p t e m b e r  a b o u t  t h e  w o r k  h e  d o e s ,  I  k n e w
t h i s  w a s  s o m e t h i n g  I  w a n t e d  t o  g e t  i n v o l v e d  i n .

T h e  J o s e p h  T r u s t  i s  a n  a m a z i n g  c h a r i t y  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s
a l t e r n a t i v e  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  s t u d e n t s  w h o  s t r u g g l e  t o  e n g a g e
w i t h  m a i n s t r e a m  e d u c a t i o n .  L o c a t e d  o n  s o m e  r e m o t e
f a r m l a n d ,  t h e y  p r o v i d e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  g a i n
p r a c t i c a l  l i f e  s k i l l s  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  n a t u r e  b a s e d  a c t i v i t i e s .
S t u d e n t s  s p e n d  t h e i r  d a y s  f r o m  1 0 a m  t i l l  2 p m  e n g a g i n g  i n
a c t i v i t i e s  s u c h  a s  c o o k i n g ,  d e n  b u i l d i n g ,  s m a l l  a n i m a l  c a r e ,
c y c l i n g ,  c a n o e i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  h o r t i c u l t u r e ,  w o o d w o r k i n g  a n d  s o
m u c h  m o r e .



E a c h  d a y ,  I  g o t  t o  w o r k  w i t h  a  d i f f e r e n t  s e t  o f  p u p i l s ,  a s
m o s t  o f  t h e m  o n l y  a t t e n d  o n c e  a  w e e k .  W i t h i n  t h e  s h o r t
f o u r  h o u r s  d u r i n g  w h i c h  I  e n g a g e d  w i t h  t h e  p u p i l s  o n
e a c h  d a y ,  I  w a s  p l e a s e d  t o  d i s c o v e r  h o w  o p e n  a n d  w i l l i n g
t h e y  w e r e  t o  e n g a g e  w i t h  m e  a s  a  v o l u n t e e r .  I  g o t  t o
h e a r  a b o u t  m a n y  o f  t h e i r  b a c k g r o u n d s ,  h o b b i e s  a n d
i n t e r e s t s .  T h i s  a l l o w e d  m e  g a i n  s o m e  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e
t y p e s  o f  c h a l l e n g e s  f a c e d  b y  t h e s e  p u p i l s  a n d  m e a n t
t h a t  n o  t w o  d a y s  a t  T h e  J o s e p h  T r u s t  w e r e  t h e  s a m e .   

V o l u n t e e r i n g  a t  T h e  J o s e p h  T r u s t  w a s  a n  e x t r e m e l y  e y e
o p e n i n g  a n d  h u m b l i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  I  w o u l d  e n c o u r a g e
a n y o n e  w h o  i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  e x p l o r i n g  a l t e r n a t i v e
p r o v i s i o n  t o  g e t  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h i s  a m a z i n g  c h a r i t y .  
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P R O F E S S I O N A L  E N R I C H M E N T  A T  T H E  A R C ,  
T H E  M A R V E L L  C O L L E G E
B Y  N A T A S H A  P A R K E R ,  P G C E  E N G L I S H  

A s  p a r t  o f  m y  P G C E ,  I  s p e n t  m y  f i r s t  p l a c e m e n t  a t  T h e
M a r v e l l  C o l l e g e  i n  H u l l ,  w h i c h  I  n o w  r e g a r d  a s  o n e  o f  t h e
m o s t  e n r i c h i n g  p e r i o d s  o f  m y  l i f e ,  b o t h  p e r s o n a l l y  a n d
p r o f e s s i o n a l l y .  I n i t i a l l y ,  I  w a s  d i s h e a r t e n e d  t o  l e a r n  t h a t
I  h a d  b e e n  a s s i g n e d  t o  M a r v e l l  a s  I  w a s  d a u n t e d  b y  t h e
l o n g  c o m m u t e  a n d  t h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  b e i n g  t h e  s o l e  E n g l i s h
t r a i n e e .  H o w e v e r ,  m y  c o n c e r n s  w e r e  u n f o u n d e d .  I  f e e l
i m m e n s e l y  p r i v i l e g e d  t o  h a v e  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o
w o r k  a l o n g s i d e  t h e  f a n t a s t i c  s t a f f  t h e r e  a n d  w i t n e s s  t h e
s c h o o l ’ s  u n w a v e r i n g  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  i t s  s t u d e n t s .  I  h a d
t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  e n g a g i n g  w i t h  t h e i r  o u t s t a n d i n g  E n g l i s h
d e p a r t m e n t  a n d  I  r e c e n t l y  r e t u r n e d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e i r
c o v e t e d  A R C  p r o g r a m .  U p o n  r e t u r n i n g ,  I  b r o u g h t  a s  m a n y
o t h e r  t r a i n e e s  a s  I  c o u l d  w i t h  m e ,  e a g e r  t o  s h a r e  t h e
i n c r e d i b l e  w o r k  b e i n g  d o n e  a t  M a r v e l l .
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I N T E R N A T I O N A L  P E D A G O G I C  E X P E R I E N C E
B Y  M I L L I E  C O T T R E L L ,  P G C E  M F L  

A s  l a n g u a g e  l e a r n e r s  a n d  t e a c h e r s ,  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o
b e c o m e  i n v o l v e d  i n  a n y  k i n d  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c u l t u r a l
e x c h a n g e  i s  i n c r e d i b l y  e x c i t i n g !

W h i l s t  s o m e  o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s p e n t  a  w e e k  i n  M ü n s t e r ,
t h e  r e s t  o f  u s  w e r e  s t i l l  a b l e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h i s
e x p e r i e n c e  w h e n  w e  h o s t e d  1 2  G e r m a n  t r a i n e e - t e a c h e r s
i n  F e b r u a r y .  A s  p a r t  o f  t h i s ,  w e  e a c h  d e l i v e r e d  a  g r o u p
p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  e x p l a i n  w h a t  i t  i s  l i k e  t o  b e c o m e  a
t e a c h e r  i n  o u r  r e s p e c t i v e  c o u n t r i e s .  M o s t  n o t a b l y ,  w e
l e a r n e d  t h a t  i t  t a k e s  a r o u n d  6  y e a r s  o f  t r a i n i n g  i n  o r d e r
t o  q u a l i f y  a s  a  t e a c h e r  i n  G e r m a n y !  

F o l l o w i n g  t h i s ,  w e  m a d e  t h e  m o s t  o f  t h e i r  t i m e  i n  Y o r k  b y
m e e t i n g  u p  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  a n d  d e v e l o p i n g  a  f r i e n d s h i p .
T h e  w e e k  g a v e  m e  a l m o s t  t h e  s a m e  f e e l i n g  a s  m y
E r a s m u s  y e a r  a n d  r e m i n d e d  u s  o f  t h e  b e a u t y ,  i m p o r t a n c e
a n d  u t i l i t y  o f  l a n g u a g e - l e a r n i n g .  T h r o u g h  l a n g u a g e  a n d
c u l t u r a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  w e  a r e  a b l e  t o  o p e n  o u r  m i n d s  t o
o t h e r  i d e a s  a n d  e v e n  d e v e l o p  f r i e n d s h i p s  w i t h  p e o p l e  w e
o t h e r w i s e  w o u l d  n e v e r  h a v e  m e t .



D u r i n g  m y  t i m e  o n  t h e  P G C E ,  I  w a s  o f f e r e d  t h e
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  w o r k  w i t h  m y  p l a c e m e n t  2  m e n t o r  a n d  t h e
P G C E  t e a m  o n  a  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t .  I t  f o c u s e d  o n
i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e  a s p e c t s  o f  a  m e n t o r -
m e n t e e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  a n d  h o w  t h e s e  b e s t  w o r k  i n  t e r m s  o f
f e e d b a c k  m e t h o d s  a n d  s t r u c t u r e  f o r  m e n t o r  m e e t i n g s .  

W e  e a c h  c o n s i d e r e d  w h i c h  p a r t s  o f  t h e  m e n t o r  m e e t i n g s
w e r e  t h e  m o s t  h e l p f u l  a n d  a n a l y s e d  w h i c h  f o r m a t s  w e r e
p u t  i n  p l a c e  f o r  t h i s .  S i m i l a r l y ,  I  t o o k  p a r t  i n  a n
i n t e r v i e w  t h a t  o f f e r e d  a d v i c e  t o  n e w  P G C E  t r a i n e e s  a t
c r u c i a l  p o i n t s  o v e r  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  y e a r  a n d  w h a t  t h e y
c a n  d o  t o  h e l p  t h e m s e l v e s  a t  t h e s e  p o i n t s .  A l l  o f  t h i s
i n f o r m a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  t a k e n  b y  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  t e a m  a n d
w i l l  b e  m a d e  i n t o  r e s o u r c e s  n e x t  y e a r  t o  a i d  n e w
t r a i n e e s  i n  s t r u c t u r i n g  t h e i r  m e n t o r  m e e t i n g s  a n d  a l l o w
b o t h  t h e m  a n d  t h e i r  m e n t o r s  t o  k n o w  w h a t  t o  e x p e c t
a n d  h o w  t o  p r e p a r e .  

I  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h i s  p r o j e c t  w a s  i n c r e d i b l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o
w o r k  o n  a s  i t  a l l o w e d  m e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e f l e c t  o n
h o w  I  h a d  r e c e i v e d  f e e d b a c k  a n d  r e f l e c t e d  o n  m y  o w n
p r a c t i c e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r ,  w h i c h  i s  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  I
w i l l  b e  d o i n g  c o n t i n u o u s l y  t h r o u g h o u t  m y  t e a c h i n g
c a r e e r .   
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E X C E L L E N T  R E S E A R C H  O P P O R T U N I T Y
B Y  E R I N  G O N Z A L E Z ,  P G C E  M F L



O n  M o n d a y  1 0 t h  J u n e ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Y o r k ’ s  P G C E
G e o g r a p h y  s t u d e n t s  i n v i t e d  p u p i l s  f r o m  s c h o o l s  a l l
a c r o s s  Y o r k  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  t o  a t t e n d  t h e i r  a n n u a l
‘ S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  E n r i c h m e n t  d a y ’ .  T h e  a i m  o f  t h e  d a y  w a s
t o  e d u c a t e  p u p i l s  a b o u t  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y ,  w h a t  i t  m e a n s ,  t o
c h a l l e n g e  p r e c o n c e p t i o n s  a n d  e d u c a t e  a b o u t  w h a t
e v e r y o n e  c a n  d o  t o  b e  m o r e  s u s t a i n a b l e .  

T h e  m o r n i n g  c o n s i s t e d  o f  t h r e e  m i n i  w o r k s h o p s ,  a l l  o f
w h i c h  w e r e  l e d  b y  P G C E  G e o g r a p h y  s t u d e n t s ,  u n d e r  t h e
w a t c h f u l  a n d  e x p e r t  g u i d a n c e  o f  G e o r g i a  R a m s a y  a n d  D r
A d r i a n  G o n z a l e z ,  t h e  w o r k s h o p s  h a d  b e e n  m e t i c u l o u s l y
p l a n n e d  t o  c h a l l e n g e  a n d  e n g a g e  p u p i l s  i n  a r g u a b l y  o n e
o f  t h e  m o s t  r e l e v a n t  t o p i c s  o f  t h e i r  g e n e r a t i o n .  A s  t h e
w o r l d ’ s  f u t u r e  l e a d e r s ,  w e  w a n t e d  t o  c r e a t e  w o r k s h o p s
t h a t  p u s h e d  p u p i l s ’  t h i n k i n g  b e y o n d  s m a l l  s c a l e  c h a n g e s ,
b u t  i n s t e a d  g e t  t h e m  t o  t h i n k  o f  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n a l
c h a n g e  t h a t  w i l l  t r a n s f o r m  u r b a n  a r e a s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  f o r
t h e  b e t t e r .  

T h e  w o r k s h o p s  w e r e  o n  s u s t a i n a b l e  h o u s i n g  a n d
t r a n s p o r t ,  w a t e r ,  f o o d ,  e n e r g y  a n d  w a s t e  a n d  l a s t l y
s u s t a i n a b l e  e m p l o y m e n t .  I  l e d ,  a l o n g s i d e  a n o t h e r  P G C E
s t u d e n t  t h e  w o r k s h o p  o n  s u s t a i n a b l e  e m p l o y m e n t ,  w h e r e
p u p i l s  w e r e  t a s k e d  w i t h  b u i l d i n g  a  s u s t a i n a b l e  t o u r i s t
b u s i n e s s  b a s e d  h e r e  i n  Y o r k .  P u p i l s  o n  t h e  w h o l e  e n j o y e d
t h e  w o r k s h o p  w i t h  m a n y  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  w o r k s h o p  h a d
c h a n g e d  t h e i r  p e r c e p t i o n  o n  w h a t  m a k e s  a  j o b
‘ s u s t a i n a b l e ’ .  

P G C E  P A R T N E R S H I P  N E W S L E T T E R P A G E  4 1

S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y  E N R I C H M E N T  D A Y
B Y  S T E L L A  R I C H A R D S ,  P G C E  G E O G R A P H Y
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A f t e r  a  s u c c e s s f u l  m o r n i n g  o f  w o r k s h o p s  a n d  s o m e  p i z z a
t o  h e l p  k e e p  s p i r i t s  h i g h ,  t h e  b a t o n  w a s  h a n d e d  o v e r  t o
t h e  p u p i l s  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n .  C h a n n e l l i n g  t h e i r  i n n e r
G a u d i ,  p u p i l s  w e r e  t a s k e d  w i t h  u t i l i s i n g  a l l  t h e
i n f o r m a t i o n  t h e y  h a d  l e a r n t  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  t o  t r a n s f o r m
G u i l d h a l l  w a r d  i n t o  a  s u s t a i n a b l e  u r b a n  a r e a .  W i t h  i d e a s
b e y o n d  t h e i r  y e a r s ,  p u p i l s  c a m e  u p  w i t h  s o m e  i n n o v a t i v e
s o l u t i o n s  t o  s o m e  o f  t h e  m o s t  p r e s s i n g  i s s u e s  o f  t h e
m o d e r n  d a y .  I d e a s  i n c l u d e d ,  b o a t  t a x i s ,  ‘ g r e e n
e m p l o y e e s ’ ,  u r b a n  g r e e n i n g  a n d  m a n y  m o r e .  

O f t e n  p r e s e n t e d  i n  m e d i a  a s  a n  e n t i r e l y  d o o m e d
s c e n a r i o ,  I  f o u n d  t h e  i n t e r e s t  a n d  e n g a g e m e n t  e a c h
p u p i l  s h o w e d  i n  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  a n d  w h a t
a n d  w h y  i t  i s  n e e d e d ,  a  r e a l  g l i m m e r  o f  h o p e  f o r  t h e
f u t u r e .  S o ,  a s  I  e m b a r k  o n  m y  c a r e e r  i n  t h e  w o r l d  o f
e d u c a t i o n  a n d  w i l l  h o p e f u l l y  i n s p i r e  m a n y  m o r e  p u p i l s  t o
t a k e  i n  a n d  v a l u e  t h e  w o r l d  e a c h  h a s  a r o u n d  t h e m ,  I  w i l l
t a k e  w i t h  m e  f o n d  m e m o r i e s  o f  a n  o v e r w h e l m i n g ,
i n s p i r i n g  a n d  h o p e f u l  d a y .   
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R E F L E C T I O N S  O N  M Y  P G C E
B Y  L I A M  M C C R E E S H ,  P G C E  G E O G R A P H Y  

I f  y o u  t o l d  m e  a f t e r  m y  g r a d u a t i o n  i n  2 0 1 3 ;  t h a t  I  w o u l d
r e t u r n  t o  u n i v e r s i t y  o n c e  a g a i n ,  I  w o u l d  h a v e  l a u g h e d  i n
y o u r  f a c e .  B u t  t h a t  i s  w h a t  h a p p e n e d .  I  h a d  r e a c h e d  a
c r o s s r o a d s  i n  m y  l i f e  a n d  t r a i n i n g  t o  t e a c h  w a s  t h e
r o u t e  t h a t  c a l l e d  o u t  t o  m e  m o s t .          
 
N a v i g a t i n g  a n  u n f a m i l i a r  c a m p u s  a n d  a  m o d e r n ,  m o r e
t e c h n o l o g i c a l  w a y  o f  w o r k i n g  w a s  a  s t e e p  l e a r n i n g  c u r v e
f o r  m e .  I  r o s e  t o  t h e  c h a l l e n g e ;  e x p e r i m e n t i n g  w i t h  a p p s ,
e m b e d d i n g  v i d e o s  i n t o  m y  P o w e r P o i n t  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  a n d
a d d i n g  m e m e s  t o  w o r k s h e e t s  t o  s i g n a l  m y  h i l a r i o u s
p e r s o n a l i t y .  I  d i d  e v e r y t h i n g  e x c e p t  s e t  u p  a  T i k T o k
a c c o u n t ,  b a b y  s t e p s  f i r s t .           
 
T h e r e  a r e  t w o  ‘ h a t s ’ ,  t h e  s t u d e n t  h a t  a n d  t h e  t e a c h e r
h a t .  T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  P G C E  c o u r s e ,  y o u  f e e l  a s  i f  y o u  a r e
s w i t c h i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  c o n s t a n t l y ;  A s s i g n m e n t  T w o ,
H u r r i c a n e  K a t r i n a  L e s s o n  P l a n ,  W S I ,  R e v i e w  2 ,  G l o b a l
A t m o s p h e r i c  C i r c u l a t i o n  W o r k s h e e t .  T o  a n d  f r o ,  o n  a n d
o f f ,  h e r e  a n d  t h e r e .  E v e n t u a l l y  y o u  g e t  t h e  h a n g  o f  t h i s
l a r k  a n d  s l o w l y  y o u  b e g i n  t o  r e a l i s e  t h a t  t h e s e  t w o
‘ h a t s ’  w e r e  t h e  s a m e  h a t  a l l  a l o n g .  T e a c h i n g  i s  a
c o n t i n u o u s  p r o c e s s  o f  s e l f - i m p r o v e m e n t  w h e r e b y  y o u
a r e  b o t h  M a s t e r  a n d  P a d a w a n .
 
F o r  l a c k  o f  a  b e t t e r  f u n f a i r  r i d e ,  a  P G C E  i s  a
r o l l e r c o a s t e r .  W i t h  h i g h s ,  l o w s  a n d  t h e  o d d  s c r e a m .  B l i n k
a n d  y o u ’ d  m i s s  i t .  L i f e  i n  t h e  f a s t  l a n e :  1 0  m o n t h s  i n  a n d
o u t .  F e e l s  l i k e  m o r e  a n d  f e e l s  l i k e  l e s s  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e .
T h e  h a r d  d a y s  a r e  e a s i l y  l e f t  b e h i n d  w h e n  y o u r  f o c u s  i s
a l w a y s  i n  f r o n t ,  w h e r e  y o u r  s t u d e n t s  a r e  s i t t i n g .                

E m b a r k i n g  o n  t h i s  P G C E  h a s  b e e n  o n e  o f  t h e  b o l d e s t  y e t
b e s t  d e c i s i o n s  I ’ v e  m a d e .  I  s o m e t i m e s  w i s h  t h a t  I  h a d
t r a i n e d  t o  t e a c h  s o o n e r ,  b u t  t o  h a v e  t h e  s u p p o r t  I ’ v e
r e c e i v e d  f r o m  m y  u n i v e r s i t y  t u t o r s ,  s c h o o l  p l a c e m e n t
m e n t o r s ,  c o l l e a g u e s  a n d  m y  f e l l o w  t r a i n e e s  –  I ’ d  s a y  m y
t i m i n g  w a s  j u s t  r i g h t .
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F O C U S S I N G  O N  E A L
B Y  E M M A  H O L M E S ,  P G C E  C H E M I S T R Y  

I  h a v e  t h o r o u g h l y  e n j o y e d  m y  t i m e  o n  t h e  P G C E  c o u r s e ,
a n d  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  m e m o r a b l e  h i g h l i g h t s  o c c u r r e d
d u r i n g  m y  P l a c e m e n t  2 .  D u r i n g  t h i s  p l a c e m e n t ,  I
e n c o u n t e r e d  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c h a l l e n g i n g  y e t  r e w a r d i n g
s i t u a t i o n  i n v o l v i n g  a  n e w  s t u d e n t  i n  m y  Y e a r  7  c l a s s  w h o
s p o k e  v e r y  l i m i t e d  E n g l i s h .  I n i t i a l l y ,  m y  h o s t  t e a c h e r  a n d
I  a t t e m p t e d  t o  u s e  G o o g l e  T r a n s l a t e  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e
s p e c i f i c  C h i n e s e  d i a l e c t  t h e  s t u d e n t  s p o k e ,  b u t  o u r
e f f o r t s  w e r e  i n c o n c l u s i v e .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  a n o t h e r  s t u d e n t
i n  t h e  c l a s s  w h o  s p o k e  M a n d a r i n  w a s  a b l e  t o
c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h  t h e  n e w  s t u d e n t ,  w h i c h  p r o v i d e d  a
t e m p o r a r y  s o l u t i o n .

D e t e r m i n e d  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  b e s t  s u p p o r t  p o s s i b l e ,  I
d e c i d e d  t o  r e s e a r c h  e f f e c t i v e  s t r a t e g i e s  f o r  t e a c h i n g
E n g l i s h  a s  a n  A d d i t i o n a l  L a n g u a g e  ( E A L )  s t u d e n t s .  I
d i s c o v e r e d  s e v e r a l  a r t i c l e s  r e c o m m e n d i n g  t h e  u s e  o f
d u a l  c o d i n g ,  w h i c h  i n v o l v e s  p r e s e n t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n
b o t h  t h e  s t u d e n t ' s  n a t i v e  l a n g u a g e  a n d  i n  E n g l i s h .
I m p l e m e n t i n g  t h i s  s t r a t e g y  w a s  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  u s i n g
t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  f e a t u r e  i n  P o w e r P o i n t .  B y  c r e a t i n g
b i l i n g u a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  I  w a s  a b l e  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  b e t t e r
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t .

O v e r  t i m e ,  I  e x p a n d e d  t h i s  a p p r o a c h  b y  t r a n s l a t i n g
g l o s s a r i e s  a n d  k e y  v o c a b u l a r y  w i t h i n  E n g l i s h  w o r k s h e e t s ,
e n a b l i n g  t h e  s t u d e n t  t o  g r a s p  e s s e n t i a l  c o n c e p t s .
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  I  m a d e  a  p o i n t  o f  m o d e l l i n g  a n s w e r s
e x t e n s i v e l y  o n  t h e  b o a r d ,  w h i c h  h e l p e d  t h e  s t u d e n t
c o r r e c t  t h e i r  w o r k  a n d  d e m o n s t r a t e  c o n t i n u o u s
p r o g r e s s .

B y  t h e  e n d  o f  m y  P l a c e m e n t  2 ,  t h e  s t u d e n t  h a d  m a d e
s i g n i f i c a n t  s t r i d e s  i n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  e n g a g i n g  w i t h
t h e  m a t e r i a l .  T h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  n o t  o n l y  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  a d a p t i v e  t e a c h i n g  s t r a t e g i e s  b u t  a l s o
r e i n f o r c e d  m y  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  s u p p o r t i n g  a l l  s t u d e n t s ,
r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e i r  l a n g u a g e  p r o f i c i e n c y .



' I n  m y  s e c o n d  w e e k  o f  P r o f e s s i o n a l  E n r i c h m e n t ,  I  s p e n t
t i m e  a t  A p p l e f i e l d s  a n d  t h e i r  s a t e l l i t e  s c h o o l s .  I t  w a s  a
u n i q u e  a n d  f a n t a s t i c  o p p o r t u n i t y .  I  s a w  h o w  t h e  l e s s o n s
w e r e  h i g h l y  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d ,  w i t h  p r a c t i c a l l y  e a c h  s t u d e n t
h a v i n g  a  u n i q u e  t a s k .  W h i l e  t h e y  w o u l d  a l l  b e  d o i n g
M a t h s ,  e a c h  w o u l d  b e  o n e  w i t h  a  t a s k  t h a t  w a s
c h a l l e n g i n g  a n d  p u s h i n g  t h e m  t o  i m p r o v e .  M y  t i m e  t h e r e
w a s  v e r y  f r u i t f u l .  E x p e c t a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  f o r  t h e
t e a c h e r s ,  a n d  f o r  e a c h  l e s s o n  w e r e  c r i t i c a l .  D e v i a t i o n
r e s u l t e d  i n  s t u d e n t s  l o s i n g  f o c u s  o r  d i s a s s o c i a t i n g  f r o m
t h e  l e s s o n  c o m p l e t e l y .  T h e  s t a f f  w e r e  c l e a r l y  z e r o e d  i n
o n  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h i s  a n d  i t  h a s  i n f o r m e d  m y
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  i t .  T h e  c l e a r  a n d  w e l l - u n d e r s t o o d
e x p e c t a t i o n s  a l l o w e d  e a c h  s t u d e n t  t o  p r e p a r e  w e l l  f o r
e a c h  t a s k ,  a n d  a i d e d  t h e  s t a f f  i n  h e l p i n g  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o
e x c e l .

O n  t h i s ,  m u c h  e f f o r t  w a s  m a d e  t o  a l l o w  s t u d e n t s  t o
m o v e  g e n t l y  b e t w e e n  l e s s o n s / t o p i c s .  I  d o  n o t  m e a n
p h y s i c a l l y .  T h e  t r a n s i t i o n  b e t w e e n  l e s s o n s  ( t i m e  t o  r e -
e n g a g e  o r  t o  g e t  u p  f o r  t h o s e  m o r e  t a c t i l e  l e a r n e r s )  w a s
s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  h a s  i n s p i r e d  m e  t o  t r y  t o  i d e n t i f y
s t u d e n t s  w h o  m a y  n e e d  a  m i n u t e  o f  e i t h e r  a  s u p p o r t i v e
t a s k  ( h a n d i n g  o u t  g l u e s / s h e e t s )  o r  s o m e  r e - f o c u s  t i m e
( d o o d l i n g  o n  a  s c r a p  p a p e r ,  r e a d i n g ,  o r  t i m e  o u t s i d e  t h e
c l a s s ) .  T h i s  w i l l  b e  s o m e t h i n g  I  n e e d  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t .
T h e  t i m e  a t  A p p l e f i e l d s  h a s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h e l p e d  m y
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t e a c h i n g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  m a k i n g  m y
l e s s o n s  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  a l l  s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  I  c a n  n o t
r e c o m m e n d  e n o u g h  t h a t  a l l  t e a c h e r s  s p e n d  s o m e  t i m e
w i t h  t h e  w o n d e r f u l  s t a f f  o f  A p p l e f i e l d s . '
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D u r i n g  m y  w e e k - l o n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e n r i c h m e n t ,  I  c h o s e  t o
g o  t o  A p p l e f i e l d s  S c h o o l  i n  Y o r k  a n d  i t s  s a t e l l i t e
l o c a t i o n s  a t  M a n o r  S c h o o l  a n d  M i l l t h o r p e  S c h o o l .  T h e
e x p e r i e n c e  w a s  h u g e l y  e n j o y a b l e  a n d  b e n e f i c i a l  f o r  m y
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  S E N D .  F r o m  t h e  o u t s e t ,  A d a m  a n d  h i s
t e a m  w e r e  v e r y  s u p p o r t i v e  a n d  f r i e n d l y ,  w h i c h  m a d e  m e
f e e l  w e l c o m e  a n d  c o m f o r t a b l e .

F o r  t h r e e  d a y s ,  I  w a s  b a s e d  a t  t h e  m a i n  s i t e  o f
A p p l e f i e l d s  S c h o o l ,  w o r k i n g  w i t h  a  c l a s s  o f  s t u d e n t s  w i t h
s e v e r e  l e a r n i n g  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  I  w a s  i n v o l v e d  i n  l e s s o n s ,
h e l p i n g  a n d  i n t e r a c t i n g  w i t h  s t u d e n t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e
d a y ,  d u r i n g  b r e a k  t i m e s ,  a n d  a t  l u n c h t i m e s .  T h i s  s e t t i n g
a l l o w e d  m e  t o  s e e  t h e  s p e c i a l i z e d  t e a c h i n g  m e t h o d s  a n d
c a r e  p r a c t i c e s  d e s i g n e d  t o  m e e t  t h e  s t u d e n t s '  u n i q u e
n e e d s .  I  w a s  v e r y  i m p r e s s e d  b y  t h e  s t a f f ' s  p a t i e n c e ,
e m p a t h y ,  a n d  e x p e r t i s e ,  a n d  I  f e l t  f o r t u n a t e  t o
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  s u c h  a  p o s i t i v e  e d u c a t i o n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t .

T w o  d a y s  o f  m y  p l a c e m e n t  i n v o l v e d  b e i n g  a t  t h e  s a t e l l i t e
l o c a t i o n s :  M a n o r  S c h o o l  a n d  M i l l t h o r p e  S c h o o l .  T h e s e
e x p e r i e n c e s  p r o v i d e d  u s e f u l  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  h o w
A p p l e f i e l d s  s u p p o r t s  s t u d e n t s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  s e t t i n g s .  A t
b o t h  s a t e l l i t e  l o c a t i o n s ,  I  o b s e r v e d  h o w  A p p l e f i e l d s '
p r o g r a m s  a r e  i n t e g r a t e d  w i t h i n  a  m a i n s t r e a m  s c h o o l
c o n t e x t .  O n c e  a g a i n ,  I  w a s  a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e
l e s s o n s  a n d  t h e  s t u d e n t s '  d a i l y  r o u t i n e  a t  b o t h  s c h o o l s .  
O v e r a l l ,  m y  w e e k  a t  A p p l e f i e l d s  a n d  i t s  s a t e l l i t e  s i t e s
w a s  a n  i n v a l u a b l e  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  I  w o u l d  r e c o m m e n d  t o
a n y o n e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  l e a r n i n g  h o w  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e
p r o v i s i o n  s c h o o l  w o r k s  a n d  w h a t  A p p l e f i e l d s  i s  l i k e .  I  a m
v e r y  g r a t e f u l  t o  A d a m  a n d  a l l  t h e  s t a f f  f o r  t h e i r
s u p p o r t  a n d  k i n d n e s s  t h r o u g h o u t  m y  p l a c e m e n t .  
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I  s p e n t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  w e e k  w i t h  a n  e n h a n c e d
p r o v i s i o n  c l a s s  a t  A p p l e f i e l d s  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  t e a m  w i t h
a  v a r i e t y  o f  a c t i v i t i e s .  T h i s  r a n g e d  f r o m  s o m e  l i t e r a c y
a n d  n u m e r a c y  t o  v i s i t i n g  a  f a r m  w i t h  s o m e  p u p i l s  t o
l e a r n  a b o u t  a n d  f e e d  t h e  a n i m a l s , a n d  t o  d e v e l o p
i m p o r t a n t  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  s o c i a l  s k i l l s .  I t  w a s
f a n t a s t i c  t o  s e e  t h e  c h i l d r e n  i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  e n v i r o n m e n t
a n d  t o  s e e  t h e m  g a i n i n g  s o m e  i n v a l u a b l e  e x p e r i e n c e s .

I  a l s o  s p e n t  t w o  d a y s  a t  A p p l e f i e l d s ’  S a t e l l i t e  l o c a t i o n s
a t  M i l l t h o r p e  S c h o o l  a n d  M a n o r  S c h o o l .  T h e s e  s i t e s  a r e
d e s i g n e d  t o  i n t e g r a t e  p u p i l s  i n t o  a  m a i n s t r e a m  s e t t i n g .
S o m e  p u p i l s  w i l l  a t t e n d  m a i n s t r e a m  m a t h s  a n d  E n g l i s h
c l a s s e s  a n d  t h e y  r e c e i v e  s p e c i a l i s t  t e a c h i n g  i n  t h e i r
S a t e l l i t e  c l a s s e s .  P u p i l s  a l s o  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  u s e
t h e  s c h o o l ’ s  f a c i l i t i e s  s u c h  a s  F o o d  T e c h n o l o g y  r o o m s ,
t h e  s p o r t s  f a c i l i t i e s , a n d  a r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  w h o l e  s c h o o l
i n i t i a t i v e s .  O n  T h u r s d a y  w e  s p e n t  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  a t
H o m e s t e a d  P a r k  h a v i n g  a  p i c n i c  a n d  p l a y i n g  a  v a r i e t y  o f
s p o r t s  w h i c h  f i t t e d  w i t h  t h e  c u r r e n t  t h e m e  o f  t h e
O l y m p i c s .  T h e  p u p i l s  h a d  a  v e r y  e n j o y a b l e  t i m e  a n d  w e r e
e v e n  t r e a t e d  t o  a n  i c e  c r e a m !

S p e n d i n g  t i m e  a t  A p p l e f i e l d s  h a s  r e a l l y  e n r i c h e d  m y  Y o r k
P G C E  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  s u p p o r t e d  m e  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  m y
t e a c h i n g  s k i l l s  a n d  i d e a s  f u r t h e r  w h i c h  w i l l  b e n e f i t
m e  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m .  I  f e e l  p r e p a r e d  t o  s u p p o r t  a l l
p u p i l s  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  a n d  I  a m  r e a l l y  g r a t e f u l  t o  t h e
t e a m  a t  A p p l e f i e l d s  f o r  s u p p o r t i n g  m e  o n  t h i s  p l a c e m e n t
a n d  f o r  d e s i g n i n g  t h i s  a m a z i n g  o p p o r t u n i t y .
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M y  P G C E  e x p e r i e n c e  e q u i p p e d  m e  w i t h  t h e  r e s i l i e n c e  a n d
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  m y  f i r s t  r o l e  a s  a n  E a r l y
C a r e e r  T e a c h e r  ( E C T ) .  T h e  c o u r s e  g r a d u a l l y  i n t r o d u c e d
m e  t o  t h e  c o m p l e x i t i e s  o f  d a i l y  t e a c h i n g ,  p r o v i d i n g  a
s o l i d  f o u n d a t i o n  i n  l e s s o n  p l a n n i n g ,  b e h a v i o u r
m a n a g e m e n t ,  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h i n  s c h o o l  s y s t e m s  a n d
d e p a r t m e n t s ,  a n d  m u c h  m o r e .  A l t h o u g h  I  h a d  a  s t r o n g
d e s i r e  t o  p u r s u e  s e c o n d a r y  t e a c h i n g  a f t e r  m y
u n d e r g r a d u a t e  s t u d i e s ,  I  u n d e r e s t i m a t e d  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  o f
t h e  c o u r s e .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  w i t h  t h e  u n w a v e r i n g  s u p p o r t
o f  m y  t u t o r s  a n d  m e n t o r s ,  I  p e r s e v e r e d  a n d  a c h i e v e d  m y
g o a l  o f  b e c o m i n g  a  q u a l i f i e d  t e a c h e r .

T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Y o r k  P G C E  c o u r s e  o f f e r e d  n u m e r o u s
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  e n h a n c e  m y  t e a c h e r  t r a i n i n g  t h r o u g h
e f f e c t i v e  s e m i n a r s  a n d  a c t i v e  g r o u p  d i s c u s s i o n s .  B y  t h e
e n d  o f  t h e  c o u r s e ,  I  h a d  e s t a b l i s h e d  s t r o n g  s u b j e c t
c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  c o l l e a g u e s  a n d  l o c a l  s c h o o l s ,  w h i c h  h a s
l e f t  m e  f e e l i n g  w e l l - p r e p a r e d  t o  e m b a r k  o n  m y  t e a c h i n g
c a r e e r  a n d  c o n t i n u e  e n g a g i n g  w i t h  t h e  t e a c h i n g
c o m m u n i t y .  S c h o o l  m e n t o r s  w e r e  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  a n d
w i l l i n g  t o  d e d i c a t e  t h e i r  t i m e  i n  t r a i n i n g  u s  t o  b e  t h e
b e s t  e d u c a t o r s  w e  c o u l d  b e .

I n  b o t h  m y  p l a c e m e n t  s c h o o l s ,  I  w a s  a b l e  t o  e x p r e s s  a n y
w o r r i e s  o r  c o n c e r n s ,  a n d  m y  m e n t o r s  a d d r e s s e d  t h e m
w i t h  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  s u p p o r t .  H a v i n g  m e n t o r s  w h o
c o m p r e h e n d e d  h o w  d a u n t i n g  a n d  o v e r w h e l m i n g  t h e
n a t u r e  o f  t h e  P G C E  w a s  m a d e  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  m u c h  m o r e
m a n a g e a b l e .  T h e  e x p e r i e n c e d  s u b j e c t  a n d  W S I  t u t o r s
g e n u i n e l y  c a r e d  a b o u t  o u r  w e l l - b e i n g  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t
a s  f u t u r e  t e a c h e r s ,  t r u l y  t a k i n g  u s  u n d e r  t h e i r  w i n g .
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W h e n  I  f o u n d  o u t  m y  f i r s t  p l a c e m e n t  s c h o o l ,  m y  h e a r t
s a n k  i n t o  m y  s h o e s .

I t  w a s  r a t e d  O u t s t a n d i n g  b y  t h e  O - w o r d s ,  a n d  l o o k e d
l o v e l y  f r o m  a  G o o g l e  s e a r c h .  B u t  I  d i d n ’ t  k n o w  a n y o n e !
N o n e  o f  t h e  a l m o s t - f r i e n d s  I ’ d  m a d e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  f e w
d a y s  w e r e  p l a c e d  t h e r e  w i t h  m e .  T h i s ,  I  d e c i d e d ,  w a s
g o i n g  t o  b e  a  d r a g .  I  w a s  g o i n g  t o  h a v e  t o  l e a n  i n t o
q u i e t  e v e n i n g s  w i t h  m y  s p i d e r y  n o t e s  o n  p e d a g o g y ,
o v e r f l o w i n g  W o r d  d o c s ,  a n d  l a t e - s t a g e  T a y l o r  S w i f t ,
m a k e  m y  b a r s  o f  c h o i c e  Y o r S e a r c h  a n d  D a i r y  M i l k .  

T h e  n e x t  d a y ,  I  s a t  n e x t  t o  t h e  E n g l i s h  t r a i n e e  I ’ d  b e e n
p l a c e d  a l o n g s i d e ,  a n d  h e  r e m a r k e d  t h a t  w e  c o u l d  n e v e r
b e  f r i e n d s  –  w e  w e r e  i n  d i r e c t  c o m p e t i t i o n .

W e e k s  p a s s e d  a n d  I  s p e n t  l e s s  t i m e  t h a n  I ’ d  e x p e c t e d  o n
m y  l a p t o p ,  a n d  m o r e  i n  t h e  s t a f f  r o o m  a t  l u n c h ,  a n d  o v e r
F r i d a y  f i s h  a n d  c h i p s ,  r a n k i n g  t h e  M o n s t e r  M u n c h
m o n s t e r s  w i t h  t h e  P h y s i c s  t e a c h e r - t o - b e ,  p r a c t i s i n g
S i m p s o n s  i m p r e s s i o n s  w i t h  t h e  H i s t o r y  t r a i n e e s ,  a n d
d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  C o r e  C o n t e n t  f r a m e w o r k  –  w h a t  e l s e ?  –
w i t h  m y  f e l l o w  E n g l i s h  I T T  s t u d e n t .

W h e n  I  b e g a n  m y  s e c o n d  p l a c e m e n t ,  I  w a s  b l e s s e d  b y  t h e
c o m p a n y  o f  a  H i s t o r y  t r a i n e e  f r o m  m y  f i r s t  s c h o o l ,
s o m e o n e  w h o ,  m o n t h s  p r i o r ,  h a d  b e e n  a  t o t a l  s t r a n g e r .
W h i l e  w e  w a i t e d  f o r  o u r  l i f t  h o m e ,  w e ’ d  a i r  o u r  s t r u g g l e s
a n d  b r a i n s t o r m  s o l u t i o n s ,  m o p e  a  l i t t l e  a n d  l a u g h  m o r e ,
a n d  d i s c u s s  o u t f i t  i d e a s  f o r  t h e  E r a s  t o u r .  O v e r  w h a t
w a s ,  a t  t i m e s ,  a  c h a l l e n g i n g  p l a c e m e n t ,  w e  s u p p o r t e d
e a c h  o t h e r  t h r o u g h  e v e r y  s t e p .  

L o o k i n g  f o r  m y  f i r s t  p o s t ,  I  w a s  l u c k y  e n o u g h  t o  l a n d  a n
i n t e r v i e w  a t  t h e  p e r f e c t  s c h o o l .  I  f e l t  p r e t t y  c o n f i d e n t
u n t i l  I  h e a r d  t h a t  m y  f e l l o w  E n g l i s h  t r a i n e e  f r o m  o u r
f i r s t  p l a c e m e n t  w a s  i n t e r v i e w i n g  t h e r e ,  t o o  –  n o t  o n l y
w o u l d  I  b e  p i t t e d  a g a i n s t  a  f r i e n d ,  b u t  s o m e o n e  I  k n e w
w a s  b r i l l i a n t !  N e v e r  w e r e  h i s  f i r s t  w o r d s  t o  m e  m o r e
t r u e :  w e  w e r e  i n  d i r e c t  c o m p e t i t i o n .

 



B u t  o n  t h e  m o r n i n g  c a m e  a  s u r p r i s e :  w h i l e  o n l y  o n e
p o s t  h a d  b e e n  a d v e r t i s e d ,  t h e  s c h o o l  w a s  i n t e r v i e w i n g
f o r  t w o .  T h e  t h o u g h t  f l i t t e d  a c r o s s  m y  m i n d  –  i t  w o u l d
b e  n i c e  i f …  

I  c a u g h t  t h a t  t h o u g h t  m i d - f l i g h t ,  c a g e d  i t .

T h e  d a y  w e n t  w e l l ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t s  t h a t  t h e  c l a s s
w e r e  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  a  p o e m  f r o m  t h e  n i n t h  c e n t u r y
w a s  a b o u t  H e n r y  V I I I ,  t h e  s t u d e n t  p a n e l  w e r e  t r e a t e d
t o  m y  r i v e t i n g  a c c o u n t s  o f  s e l l i n g  l i g h t b u l b s  a n d
e m u l s i o n  i n  a  h o m e w a r e  s t o r e  i n  N o r t h - E a s t  W a l e s ,  a n d
a  g o v e r n e s s  c a u g h t  m e  o f f - g u a r d  w i t h  a  q u e s t i o n
a b o u t  t h e  l a s t  b o o k  I ’ d  r e a d ;  a s  I  h o p p e d  o f f  t h e  t r a i n
a t  Y o r k ,  I  g o t  a  c a l l  a n d  a  j o b  o f f e r .  

A n d  t h o u g h  t h e y  c o u l d n ’ t  t e l l  m e ,  t h e n ,  w h o  t h e y  w e r e
a b o u t  t o  o f f e r  t h e  o t h e r  j o b  t o ,  t h e  h e a d t e a c h e r
a s s u r e d  m e  t h a t  I ’ d  b e  v e r y  h a p p y  w i t h  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n .

I  w a s .

S o ,  l o n g  a f t e r  t h e  C C F s  a n d  e v e r - w i s e  w o r d s  o f  D y l a n
W i l i a m  h a v e  f a d e d  f r o m  t h e  r e c e s s e s  o f  m y  m i n d ,  I ’ m
s u r e  t h a t  t h e  f r i e n d s  I  h a v e  m a d e  t h i s  y e a r ,  a n d  t h e
i n v a l u a b l e  s u p p o r t  t h e y  h a v e  g i v e n  m e ,  w i l l  r e m a i n ,  l i k e
Q T S ,  w i t h  m e .  
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I  r e m e m b e r  s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  f u l l  l e c t u r e  t h e a t r e  b a c k  a t
t h e  s t a r t  o f  S e p t e m b e r ,  a l o n g  w i t h  a  h u n d r e d  o r  s o
p e o p l e ,  e x c i t e d  b u t  u n s u r e  a b o u t  w h a t  t h e  n e x t  t e n
m o n t h s  w o u l d  b r i n g .  T h e  t w o  t h i n g s  I  k n e w  w e r e  t h a t  I
w o u l d  b e  t e a c h i n g  a  l o t  o f  M a t h s  a n d  I  w o u l d  n e e d  t o
w o r k  r e a l l y  h a r d .   

I ’ v e  h a d  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t w o  a m a z i n g
d e p a r t m e n t s  d u r i n g  m y  P G C E  y e a r ,  a t  S e l b y  H i g h  S c h o o l
a n d  A l l  S a i n t s .  N o t h i n g  h a s  e v e r  b e e n  t o o  m u c h  t r o u b l e
f o r  m y  m e n t o r s  a n d  h o s t  t e a c h e r s  i n  s u p p o r t i n g  m e
t h r o u g h  m y  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  f o r  t h a t  I  m u s t  e x p r e s s  m y
g r a t i t u d e  t o  a l l  i n v o l v e d .  B u t  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  I  h a v e
l e a r n t  t h e  m o s t  f r o m  a r e  t h e  p u p i l s  ( I ’ v e  t a u g h t  a b o u t
4 0 0  o f  t h e m  t h i s  y e a r  a l o n e ! ) .  I  m i g h t  h a v e  l e a r n t  a s
m u c h  f r o m  t h e m  a s  t h e y  h a v e  f r o m  m e ,  w h e t h e r  t h a t  b e
h o w  t o  d e a l  w i t h  d i s r u p t i v e  b e h a v i o u r ,  u n d e r s t a n d i n g
t h e i r  m i s c o n c e p t i o n s  a r o u n d  w h y  w e  ‘ b o r r o w  o n e  f r o m
n e x t  d o o r ’ ,  o r  e v e n  t h a t  I  h a v e  c h a n g e d  a  p u p i l ’ s
a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d s  M a t h s  f o r  t h e  b e t t e r .

I f  I  w e r e  t o  o f f e r  a  n u g g e t  o f  a d v i c e  t o  f u t u r e  I T T s ,  i t
w o u l d  b e  t o  p o u n c e  o n  e v e r y  o p p o r t u n i t y  t h a t  c o m e s  u p .
T h i s  i s  t h e  t i m e  t o  t r y  t h i n g s  o u t ,  h e l p  o u t  a t  c l u b s ,
m a k e  p h o n e  c a l l s  h o m e ,  a n d  d e l i v e r  a  s l i g h t l y  w a c k y
l e s s o n …  a n d  n o t  j u s t  b e c a u s e  i t  l o o k s  g o o d  o n  P e b b l e P a d !
T h e  a m o u n t  o f  s u p p o r t  I  h a d  r e c e i v e d  e n a b l e d  m e  t o  d o
a l l  o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s  ( a n d  m o r e ! ) ,  a n d  t h e n  c r u c i a l l y  g e t
i n v a l u a b l e  f e e d b a c k  w h i c h  w i l l  i n f o r m  m y  f u t u r e
p r a c t i c e .  I ’ v e  g a i n e d  s o  m a n y  i d e a s  f r o m  s u c c e s s f u l
l e s s o n s  w h i c h  I  a m  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  u s i n g  a g a i n .  M y
f a v o u r i t e  t h r e e  l e s s o n s  t h i s  y e a r  i n v o l v e d :

C o u n t i n g  s m a r t i e s  t o  c o m p a r e  e x p e r i m e n t a l  a n d
t h e o r e t i c a l  p r o b a b i l i t i e s ,
T h i n k i n g  b a c k  t o  t h e  p a n d e m i c  a n d  u s i n g  s o c i a l
d i s t a n c i n g  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  l o c i ,
L i n k i n g  s t a t i s t i c s  t o  c u l t u r a l  c a p i t a l  b y  m a t c h i n g
O l y m p i c  t r a c k  a n d  f i e l d  e v e n t s  t o  s c a t t e r  g r a p h s  o f
t h e  O l y m p i c  r e c o r d s  o v e r  t i m e .
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N U G G E T S  O F  A D V I C E
B Y  J A M E S  K E W L E Y ,  P G C E  M A T H S



T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  b o t h  o f  m y  p l a c e m e n t  s c h o o l s  h a v e
g i v e n  m e  s u c h  a  f i r m  f o u n d a t i o n  i n  m y  t e a c h i n g  p r a c t i c e
b u t  I  k n o w  t h a t  t h i s  i s  j u s t  t h e  s t a r t .  I  w a s  c o r r e c t  t h a t
I  w o u l d  b e  t e a c h i n g  a  l o t  o f  M a t h s  a n d  I  w o u l d  n e e d  t o
w o r k  r e a l l y  h a r d ,  b u t  m y  P G C E  y e a r  w a s  s o  m u c h  m o r e
t h a n  I  h a d  f i r s t  i m a g i n e d .  P u t  s i m p l y ,  i t ’ s  b e e n  t h e  m o s t
r e w a r d i n g  y e a r  o f  m y  l i f e  s o  f a r .  I  a m  s o  p l e a s e d  t o
h a v e  e m b a r k e d  o n  t h i s  c a r e e r  p a t h  a s  a  M a t h s  T e a c h e r
a n d  I  a m  s o  e x c i t e d  a b o u t  t h e  c a r e e r  a h e a d  o f  m e .
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T h e  y e a r  h a s  b e e n  a  m i x t u r e  o f  c h a l l e n g e s ,  h a r d  w o r k ,
l e a r n i n g ,  s u c c e s s ,  a n d  f u l f i l m e n t .

W e  w e r e  t o l d  b y  t h o s e  b e f o r e  u s  a n d  b y  t h e  t u t o r s  t h a t
t h e  P G C E  w o u l d  b e  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  c h a l l e n g i n g  t h i n g s
w e  h a v e  e v e r  d o n e .  T h e y  w e r e  r i g h t ;  I  m u s t  s a y  t h e y
w e r e  t o o  r i g h t !  I  t h o u g h t  s u r e l y ,  a s  a  m a t u r e  s t u d e n t ,  I
h a v e  h a d  d i f f e r e n t  l i f e  e x p e r i e n c e s  t h a t  I  c a n  d e c l a r e
c h a l l e n g i n g .  H o w e v e r ,  I  t h e n  f o u n d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  P G C E ’ s
c h a l l e n g e s  a r e  n o t  u s u a l  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a c c e l e r a t e  t h e
j o u r n e y  t o  s e l f - d i s c o v e r y .  W e  k n o w  m a n y  s e l f - h e l p  b o o k s
a n d  s e l f - d i s c o v e r y  c o u r s e s  b e c a u s e  s e l f - d i s c o v e r y  i s
n o t  e a s y  t o  l e a r n ,  n o  m a t t e r  h o w  o l d  y o u  a r e .
C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  c h a l l e n g i n g  t h i n g s  a b o u t
t h e  P G C E  w a s  t h a t  o n e  h a d  t o  s e l f - d i s c o v e r  u n d e r
e x p e r t  s c r u t i n y .  T h e  e x p e r t s  a r e  y o u r  m e n t o r s ,  h o s t
t e a c h e r s ,  s p e c i a l i s t  c o l l e a g u e s ,  a n d  t h e  p e o p l e  w e  a l l
s i g n e d  u p  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t s .

D e s p i t e  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s ,  y o u  b e g i n  w i t h  a  g o a l  a n d  a
v o i c e  t h a t  s a y s ,  “ I t  c a n ' t  b e  t h a t  b a d ” .  I n s t e a d  o f  f l i g h t ,
y o u  f i g h t .  Y o u  p u t  i n  t h e  w o r k  e v e r y  d a y ,  e v e r y  h o u r ,
a n d  e v e r y  m i n u t e .  F r i d a y  b e c o m e s  l i k e  t h e  3 1 s t  o f
D e c e m b e r ,  a  m a s s i v e  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  a c h i e v e m e n t s  a n d
f a i l u r e s ,  r e f l e c t i o n s ,  a n d  j u s t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  y o u  m a d e  i t .
Y o u  l o o k  b a c k  w e e k  i n  a n d  w e e k  o u t  a n d  s m i l e  b e c a u s e ,
a b o v e  i t  a l l ,  y o u ' r e  p u t t i n g  i n  t h e  w o r k  t h a t ,  i n  y o u r
h e a r t  o f  h e a r t s ,  n o t h i n g  h a s  e v e r  p r e p a r e d  y o u  f o r  t h i s .
S o ,  t h e  h a r d  w o r k  b e c o m e s  a  w e e k l y  t r o p h y .
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R E F L E C T I N G  O N  M Y  P G C E  Y E A R  
B Y  M A B L E  N L L E Y A ,  P G C E  M A T H S
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Y o u  s t a r t  o u t  v e r y  o p e n  t o  l e a r n i n g  t h e  b i g  t h i n g s  u n t i l
y o u  s t o p  a n d  r e a l i s e  t h a t  e v e n  t h e  s m a l l  t h i n g s  a r e
i m p o r t a n t  t o  l e a r n .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  w h e n  c u t t i n g  p a p e r
u s i n g  a  g u i l l o t i n e ,  y o u ' v e  g o t  t o  c o m m i t ;  o t h e r w i s e ,  i t
w i l l  n o t  b e  s t r a i g h t .  S o ,  w h e n  t h e  w i n s  a n d  l o s s e s  b e g i n
t o  o v e r w h e l m  y o u ,  y o u  r e m e m b e r  t h e  g u i l l o t i n e .  Y o u ' v e
c o m m i t t e d  t o  t h i s  b e c a u s e  y o u  b e l i e v e  y o u ' r e  a p p o i n t e d
t o  m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e ,  a n d  y o u  w i l l  d o  w h a t  i t  t a k e s  t o
l e a r n  e v e r y  l i t t l e  t h i n g  a n d  e v e r y  b i g  t h i n g .  F i n a l l y ,  y o u
r e a l i s e  a  l e a r n i n g  s p i r i t  i s  a l l  i t  t a k e s .  L e a r n i n g  a b o u t
y o u r s e l f ,  h o w  y o u  r e s p o n d  t o  f e e d b a c k ,  h o w  y o u  g i v e
o t h e r  p e o p l e  g i v e  y o u  b a c k  a n d  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  t h e
p o w e r  o f  g o o d  i n t e n t i o n s .  L e a r n i n g  a b o u t  t h e  p e o p l e
a r o u n d  m e ,  l i k e  c o l l e a g u e s  a n d  r e m e m b e r i n g  t h a t
c o m p a r i s o n  i s  a  t h i e f  o f  j o y .  T h i s  i s  b e c a u s e  o n e  d a y ,
t h e y  h a v e  a  g o o d  d a y ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  d a y ,  t h e y  h a v e  t h e
s a m e  b a d  d a y  y o u  h a d  t h e  o t h e r  d a y .  Y o u  l e a r n  t o
e m b r a c e  m i s t a k e s  a n d  l e a r n  t o  t a k e  a  m o m e n t  t o  b a s k  i n
y o u r  s u c c e s s e s .  T h e  P G C E  h a s  b e e n  a  j o u r n e y  o f
c e l e b r a t i n g  l e a r n i n g  a n d  g r o w t h .

W h a t  a r e  t h e  s u c c e s s e s ?  T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  f u l f i l l i n g
s u c c e s s e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  w a l k i n g  i n  y o u r  p u r p o s e  o f  m a k i n g  a
d i f f e r e n c e .  O t h e r  s u c c e s s e s  i n c l u d e  t h e  v e r y  f i r s t  t i m e
y o u r  h o s t  t e a c h e r  s a y s ,  ' O h  w o w ,  t h a t  w a s  a  g o o d
l e s s o n . '  W h e n  y o u  c o n n e c t  w i t h  t h e  p u p i l  w i t h  b e h a v i o u r s
t h a t  c h a l l e n g e .  W h e n  t h e  s t u d e n t s  s a y ,  ' S h e  o r  h e  i s  m y
f a v o u r i t e  t e a c h e r . '  T h e  c o m f o r t  t h e  e n d - o f - t e r m
r e v i e w s  b r i n g ,  t h e  a s s u r a n c e  a t  e v e r y  s t a g e  o f  t h e
P G C E .  T h e  v i s i t s  f r o m  t h e  s u b j e c t  m e n t o r s  a r e  m e a n t  t o
b e  d a u n t i n g ,  b u t  I  a s s u r e  y o u ,  t h o s e  f e l t  l i k e  m y
g r e a t e s t  m o m e n t s  o f  s u c c e s s .  T h e  r e l i e f  o f  t h e i r  v i s i t s
g i v e s  a  s t a t e m e n t ,  “ F i n a l l y ,  s o m e o n e  w h o  h a s  k n o w n  m e
f r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  b e l i e v e s  i n  m e ,  e v e n  w h e n  I  d o n ' t ” .
T h e s e  m o m e n t s  o f  r e c o g n i t i o n  a n d  s u c c e s s  a r e  t h e  f u e l
t h a t  k e e p s  y o u  g o i n g .

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  f u l f i l m e n t  c o m e s  r i g h t  a t  t h e  e n d  b e f o r e  t h e
l a s t  a s s i g n m e n t  ( w e  w i l l  n o t  t a l k  a b o u t  a s s i g n m e n t s ) ,
a n d  e n r i c h m e n t  w e e k ;  y o u  f i n a l l y  f e e l  l i k e  a  t e a c h e r .
Y o u ' v e  d o n e  a s s e s s m e n t s ,  f i n a l l y  k n o w  w h y  y o u  c h o s e
t h e  j o b ,  a n d  f i n a l l y  d i s c o v e r e d  y o u r s e l f  a s  a  t e a c h e r .  
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T h e n  y o u  s t o p  a n d  r e a l i s e  s e l f - d i s c o v e r y  i s  a  l i f e l o n g
j o u r n e y  t h a t  g e t s  e a s i e r  w h e n  y o u  h a v e  a  t e a c h a b l e
s p i r i t .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  y o u  r e m e m b e r  t h e  g u i l l o t i n e  a g a i n
a n d  c o m m i t  t o  s t a r t i n g  y o u r  E C T  y e a r s .  

T h i s  h a s  b e e n  a  j o u r n e y  t h a t  h a s  l e f t  m e  g r a t e f u l  a n d
b e l i e v i n g  i n  h u m a n i t y  m o r e  t h a n  I  h a v e  e v e r  d o n e .  W h e n  I
l o o k e d  i n t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  e y e s ,  I  f o u n d  m y s e l f  b e l i e v i n g
i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  R e m e m b e r i n g  t h e  s u p p o r t  I  h a v e  r e c e i v e d ,
r e m i n d e d  m e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  k i n d n e s s  i n  t h i s  w o r l d .  S o ,
w h a t e v e r  y o u r  b a c k g r o u n d ,  i f  y o u  h a v e  d o n e  t h i s  c o u r s e ,
w e l l  d o n e  t o  u s  a n d  w e l l  d o n e  t o  t h o s e  w h o  w i l l  c o m m i t
t o  j o i n i n g  u s  o n  t h i s  j o u r n e y .
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D u r i n g  m y  t i m e  s t u d y i n g  a n  ‘ E d u c a t i o n ’  d e g r e e ,  I  w a s
c o m m o n l y  a s k e d ,  b y  f r i e n d s  a n d  f a m i l y ,  i f  t h i s  m e a n t
t e a c h i n g  w a s  d e f i n i t e l y  o n  t h e  c a r d s .  H o w e v e r ,  m a n y ,
i f  n o t  m o s t ,  o f  m y  f e l l o w  ‘ E d u c a t i o n ’  g r a d u a t e s  a r e
n o t  g o i n g  i n t o  t e a c h i n g  ( y e t ) .  A f t e r  h a v i n g  a  g l i m p s e
o f  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  w o r l d  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  d u r i n g  m y
u n d e r g r a d u a t e  d e g r e e ,  I  a m  n o w  e s p e c i a l l y
m o t i v a t e d  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  e d u c a t i o n  ‘ b e h i n d  t h e
s c e n e s ’ ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  t e n s i o n s  a n d  p r a c t i c a l i t i e s
w h i c h  t e a c h e r s  m u s t  n a v i g a t e  e v e r y  d a y  i n  s c h o o l .  

I  m u s t  a d m i t ,  I  h a d  a  f e w  s m a l l  w o r r i e s  a b o u t  j o i n i n g
n e x t  y e a r ’ s  P G C E  p r o g r a m m e .  F o r  o n e  t h i n g ,  I  h a v e
n o t  s t u d i e d  m y  c h o s e n  s u b j e c t ,  E n g l i s h ,  a t  d e g r e e
l e v e l ,  s o  I  w a s  w o r r i e d  t h a t  t h i s  c o u l d  p u t  m e  a t  a
s l i g h t  d i s a d v a n t a g e .  A l s o ,  I  r e a l i s e  t h a t  t h e  P G C E
w i l l  c h a l l e n g e  m e  i n  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  w a y s  c o m p a r e d  t o
m y  d e g r e e ;  I  a m  m o v i n g  f r o m  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  w h i c h
p a r t i c u l a r l y  v a l u e s  r e a d i n g  a n d  a c a d e m i c  w r i t i n g ,  t o
a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  w h e r e  o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d
o t h e r  p r a c t i c a l  s k i l l s  a r e  e s p e c i a l l y  c r u c i a l .  H o w e v e r ,
I  a m  e x t r e m e l y  e x c i t e d  f o r  t h e  c h a l l e n g e !  I  h a v e  b e e n
a s s u r e d  b y  s t a f f  r u n n i n g  t h e  P G C E  p r o g r a m m e ,  a s
w e l l  a s  t e a c h e r s  f r o m  m y  o l d  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  i n
Y o r k ,  t h a t  w e  w i l l  b e  e x t r e m e l y  w e l l  s u p p o r t e d  b y
m e n t o r s  a n d  a c a d e m i c  t u t o r s ,  w h i c h  h a s  h e l p e d  t o
e a s e  a n y  w o r r i e s .  I  a m  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  b e i n g
p u s h e d  o u t  o f  m y  c o m f o r t  z o n e ,  w h i l s t  a t  t h e  s a m e
t i m e  e n j o y i n g  t h e  p r o c e s s  a n d  m e e t i n g  l o t s  o f  n e w
p e o p l e ,  t h i s  u p c o m i n g  y e a r !

The 2024/25 PGCE cohort 
E M B R A C I N G  T H E  C H A L L E N G E  
B Y  L Y D I A  N O B L E ,  E N G L I S H
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I n  S e p t e m b e r  I  w i l l  b e g i n  m y  P G C E  i n  G e o g r a p h y ,  a n d
I  c a n n o t  w a i t  t o  g e t  s t a r t e d .  T e a c h i n g  i s  a  c a r e e r
t h a t  a p p e a l s  t o  m e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  g r a t i f i c a t i o n
a c h i e v e d  t h r o u g h  i t .  T o  s u p p o r t  p u p i l s  a n d  s e e  t h e
g r o w t h  i n  t h e i r  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  a c a d e m i c  a b i l i t y  i s
t h e  a s p e c t  o f  t e a c h i n g  I  m o s t  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o .
E s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  s u b j e c t  a r e a  o f  G e o g r a p h y ,
s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  I  a m  v e r y  p a s s i o n a t e  a b o u t .  I t  i s
p e r t i n e n t  t h a t  p u p i l s  h a v e  a  c r i t i c a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g
o f  G e o g r a p h i c a l  t h e o r i e s  a n d  c o n c e p t s ,  s u c h  a s
C l i m a t e  C h a n g e ,  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  b e s t  a n d  m o s t
s u s t a i n a b l e  f u t u r e  f o r  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  G i v e n  t h i s ,  I
f e e l  t h a t  t e a c h i n g  i s  t h e  c a r e e r  i n  w h i c h  I  c o u l d
m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t r y i n g  t o  h e l p  p u p i l s  a c h i e v e
t h e  b e s t  t h a t  t h e y  c a n ,  w h i c h  f o r  m e  i s  a n
i r r e p l a c e a b l e  a n d  r e w a r d i n g  f e e l i n g .

W h i l s t  I  a m  e x c i t e d  t o  u n d e r t a k e  t h e  P G C E ,  I  a m  n o t
u n d e r e s t i m a t i n g  i t .  I  d o  n o t  e x p e c t  i t  t o  f e e l  l i k e  m y
u n d e r g r a d u a t e  d e g r e e ,  b u t  I  f e e l  r e a d y  f o r  a n y
c h a l l e n g e s  a h e a d .  B e i n g  o n  p l a c e m e n t  i s  t h e  p a r t  o f
t h e  c o u r s e  I  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  t h e  m o s t ,  a s  I  a m  e a g e r
t o  g e t  h a n d s - o n  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  a n d  a m
r e a d y  f o r  a  c h a n g e  f r o m  p u r e l y  a s s i g n m e n t - b a s e d
s t u d e n t  l i f e .  E x p e r i e n c e  i s  a  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  f i n d i n g
t h e  t e a c h i n g  m e t h o d s  t h a t  w o r k  f o r  m e ,  a n d  I  a m
k e e n  t o  l e a r n  f r o m  o t h e r  t e a c h e r s  a n d  r e f l e c t  o n  m y
o w n  l e s s o n s .  O v e r a l l ,  I  a m  v e r y  e x c i t e d  t o  g e t  m y
P G C E  s t a r t e d ,  a n d  I  d o  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  I  c o u l d  f i n d
a  c a r e e r  p a t h  t h a t  w o u l d  b e t t e r  s u i t  m y s e l f .

A  N E W  C H A P T E R
B Y  J A M E S  L I T T L E F I E L D ,  G E O G R A P H Y



P G C E  P A R T N E R S H I P  N E W S L E T T E R P A G E  5 8

H a v i n g  w a n t e d  t o  t e a c h  f o r  a s  l o n g  a s  I  c a n
r e m e m b e r ,  i t  w a s  i n  y e a r  7  w h e n  m y  p a s s i o n  f o r
t e a c h i n g  E n g l i s h  w a s  i g n i t e d  b y  a n  i n s p i r a t i o n a l
t e a c h e r .  T h r o u g h  h e r  e n t h u s i a s m  a n d  c r e a t i v i t y ,  s h e
s h o w e d  m e  n o t  o n l y  t h e  p o w e r  w o r d s  c a n  h a v e  t o
t r a n s c e n d  t i m e  a n d  c r o s s  c u l t u r e s ,  c r e a t i n g
p a t h w a y s  t h a t  e n a b l e  a  r e a d e r  t o  m e e t  n e w  p e o p l e
a n d  d i s c o v e r  n e w  w o r l d s ,  b u t  a l s o  h o w  o n e  t e a c h e r
c a n  c a u s e  r i p p l e s ,  l i k e  a  s t o n e  d r o p p e d  i n t o  a  l a k e ,
t h a t  k e e p  s p r e a d i n g  l o n g  a f t e r  t h e  s t o n e  h a s
d i s a p p e a r e d .

D u r i n g  m y  B A  E n g l i s h / L i n g u i s t i c s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f
Y o r k ,  I  t o o k  p a r t  i n  t h e  Y o r k  S t u d e n t s  i n  S c h o o l s
s c h e m e ,  w h i c h  q u i c k l y  b e c a m e  t h e  h i g h l i g h t  o f  m y
w e e k ,  a n d  c o n f i r m e d  t h a t  I  w a n t e d  t o  f o l l o w  i n  m y
E n g l i s h  t e a c h e r ’ s  f o o t s t e p s ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  e v e n  c a u s e
s o m e  r i p p l e s  o f  m y  o w n !

W h i l e  t h e r e  i s  a  l o t  t h a t  i s  u n k n o w n  a b o u t  t h e  p a t h
a h e a d ,  I  a m  f i l l e d  w i t h  e x c i t e m e n t  a b o u t  t h e  c o m i n g
y e a r .  I  a m  e x c i t e d  t o  g r o w ,  o v e r c o m i n g  c h a l l e n g e s
a n d  b e i n g  p u s h e d  b e y o n d  m y  c o m f o r t  z o n e .  I  a m
e x c i t e d  t o  s h a r e  t h e  s u b j e c t  I  l o v e ,  a n d  t h e  p o w e r  i t
h a s  t o  i n s p i r e ,  i n f l u e n c e ,  m o t i v a t e ,  u n i t e  a n d  c r e a t e
c h a n g e  -  a  p o w e r  t h a t  e v e r y  p e r s o n  s h o u l d  b e  a b l e
t o  a c c e s s  a n d  h a r n e s s ,  t o  h e l p  t h e m  r e a c h  t h e i r
p o t e n t i a l .  M o s t  o f  a l l ,  h o w e v e r ,  I  a m  e x c i t e d  t o  b e  i n
a  c l a s s r o o m ,  l e a r n i n g  f r o m  m y  m e n t o r s ,  p e e r s  a n d  a l l
t h e  s t u d e n t s  I  w i l l  m e e t .  T h e  P G C E  i s  t h e  b e g i n n i n g
o f  m y  j o u r n e y  t o  b e c o m i n g  a  t e a c h e r ,  a n d  I  c a n n o t
w a i t  t o  g e t  s t a r t e d !  I t  i s  t i m e  t o  d i p  m y  t o e  i n  t h e
w a t e r  a n d  h o p e  s o m e  r i p p l e s  s p r e a d . . .

R I P P L E S  
B Y  K A T H E R I N E  R O B E R T S ,  E N G L I S H
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W e  a l l  a b s o l u t e l y  l o v e d  o u r  t r a i n i n g  y e a r  a n d  t h i s
f i n a l  d a y  w a s  a  f i t t i n g  e n d  t o  s u c h  a n  a m a z i n g  y e a r .
N o t  o n l y  d i d  w e  m a k e  f r i e n d s  a n d  h a v e  p l e n t y  o f  f u n
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r ,  b u t  w e  a l s o  f e l t  c a u s e  f o r
c e l e b r a t i o n  b e c a u s e  w e  g e n u i n e l y  f e l t  r e a d y  a n d
e x c i t e d  f o r  t h e  y e a r  t o  c o m e .  W e ’ d  s e e n  o u r s e l v e s
g r o w  f r o m  t r u e  n o v i c e s  t o  c o n f i d e n t ,  b l o s s o m i n g
t e a c h e r s .  H o w  o n  e a r t h  d i d  w e  m a n a g e  t h i s ?  T h e
m a i n  r e a s o n :  a  h e l l  o f  a  l o t  o f  s u p p o r t  f r o m  p e o p l e
w h o  g e n u i n e l y  w a n t e d  t h e  b e s t  f o r  u s .

F r o m  t h e  m o m e n t  I  s t e p p e d  i n t o  t h e  P G C E ,  f r e s h  o u t
o f  u n i  a n d  w i t h  n o  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t e a c h i n g
w h a t s o e v e r ,  I  f e l t  l i k e  t h e  p e o p l e  a r o u n d  m e  h a d  m y
b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  i n  m i n d .  T h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  c o u r s e
r e a l l y  h e l p e d  t h o s e  o f  u s  w h o  h a d  l i m i t e d  e x p e r i e n c e
i n  s c h o o l s  b e f o r e ,  a s  i t  g r o u n d e d  u s  i n  t h e o r y  a n d
v e r y  g r a d u a l l y  i n t r o d u c e d  u s  i n t o  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  s i d e .
W h o l e  S c h o o l  s e m i n a r s  g a v e  u s  s u c h  a  s t r o n g
f o u n d a t i o n  i n  t h i n g s  l i k e  b e h a v i o u r  m a n a g e m e n t ,  h o w
t h e  b r a i n  w o r k s  a n d  t h e  p s y c h o l o g y  o f  h o w  l e a r n i n g
t a k e s  p l a c e .  T h i s  f e d  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e  s u b j e c t
s p e c i f i c  s e s s i o n s  w h e r e  t h e  ‘ r e a l  m a g i c  h a p p e n s ’ .  

PGCE Alumni
H O W  T H E  P G C E  H E L P E D  M E  T O  
P R E P A R E  F O R  M Y  E C T  T R A N S I T I O N
B Y  D A V I D  T U R N E R ,  2 0 2 2 - 2 3  H I S T O R Y  C O H O R T  

I t ’ s  b e e n  a  y e a r  n o w  s i n c e  I  w a v e d
g o o d b y e  t o  t h e  P G C E .  W e  s p e n t  t h e
f i n a l  d a y  r u n n i n g  a r o u n d  Y o r k  o n  a
H i s t o r y  t r a i l  i n  t h e  b l a z i n g  s u n  a n d
e n d e d  t h e  d a y  h i r i n g  o u t  a  r o o m  i n
t h e  J u d g e ’ s  L o d g i n g  c e l e b r a t i n g  a
w o n d e r f u l  y e a r  o f  m e e t i n g  n e w
p e o p l e  a n d  m a k i n g  m e m o r i e s  f o r  a
l i f e t i m e .  
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W r e s t l i n g  w i t h  t h e  l a t e s t  t h i n k i n g  a r o u n d  H i s t o r y
t e a c h i n g ,  a n d  i n t e r a c t i n g  w i t h  p e o p l e  o n  t h e  c u t t i n g
e d g e  o f  H i s t o r y  w a s  i n v a l u a b l e  f o r  d e v e l o p i n g  o u r
s k i l l s  a s  H i s t o r y  t e a c h e r s .  I t ’ s  s o m e t h i n g  I  h a v e
d e f i n i t e l y  f e l t  i n  m y  E C T  y e a r  t h a t  g r a d u a t e s  o f  t h e
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Y o r k  h a v e  b e e n  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s t r o n g  i n
b r i n g i n g  t h e  l a t e s t  H i s t o r y  r e s e a r c h  t o  o u r  n e w
d e p a r t m e n t s ,  a n d  t h i s  i s  a l l  d o w n  t o  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f
t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  a r e a  s i d e  o f  t h e  P G C E .

S o  w h e n  w e  a l l  g a t h e r e d  t h i s  t i m e  l a s t  y e a r  o n  o u r
f i n a l  d a y  o f  t h e  P G C E  w e  g e n u i n e l y  f e l t  l i k e  w e  w e r e
c o m p e t e n t  a n d  r e a d y  f o r  o u r  E C T  y e a r s .  T h e  t u r n o u t
f o r  t h e  J u d g e ’ s  l o d g i n g  a t  t h e  e n d  w a s  i n c r e d i b l e
a n d  t h e r e i n  l i e s  t h e  t r u e  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  E C T
y e a r .  W e  h a v e  m a d e  a n  a m a z i n g  n e t w o r k  o f  t e a c h e r s ,
a l l  a t  t h e  s a m e  s t a g e  i n  o u r  c a r e e r s ,  a n d  w e  a l l  k e e p
i n  r e g u l a r  c o n t a c t  s u p p o r t i n g  e a c h  o t h e r  t h r o u g h
t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  o f  o u r  t e a c h i n g  c a r e e r s .  W e  a l l  f e e l
i n c r e d i b l y  l u c k y  t h a t  w e  l e a r n e d  a l l  o f  t h i s  a t  t h e
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Y o r k  P G C E .  
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T h a t  i s  w i t h o u t  e v e n  m e n t i o n i n g  t e a c h i n g  y o u r
s u b j e c t !  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  h a r d  w o r k  d o n e  d u r i n g  t h e
P G C E  y e a r  m a d e  m y  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  t e a c h i n g  e v e n  m o r e
e n j o y a b l e  a n d  r e w a r d i n g  t h a n  t h e  P G C E .  T h e  h o u r s  a r e
t o u g h  a s  y o u  l a u n c h  i n t o  y o u r  9 0 %  t e a c h e r  t i m e t a b l e ,
a n d  t h e  a d j u s t m e n t  f r o m  h a v i n g  s o m e b o d y  w a t c h i n g
y o u  i n  e v e r y  m i n u t e  o f  y o u r  t e a c h i n g  t o  o n l y  h a v i n g
a n o t h e r  a d u l t  i n  t h e  r o o m  i f  t h e r e  i s  a n  e m e r g e n c y
( e x c l u d i n g  c l a s s e s  w i t h  w o n d e r f u l  T A s  o r  s c h e d u l e d
o b s e r v a t i o n s )  i s  c h a l l e n g i n g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  t h e  s t a r t .
H o w e v e r ,  h a v i n g  n o w  r e a c h e d  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  s u m m e r
t e r m  I  f e e l  p r o u d  o f  t h e  y e a r  I  h a v e  h a d  a n d  g r a t e f u l
f o r  t h e  s u p p o r t  I  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  n o t  o n l y  f r o m  m y
d e p a r t m e n t  a n d  m e n t o r  a t  m y  f a n t a s t i c  s c h o o l ,  b u t
a l s o  d u e  t o  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  l i n k s  w i t h  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f
Y o r k  P G C E  t e a m .

M Y  F I R S T  Y E A R  A S  A N  E C T
B Y  T O R I  A L L E N ,  2 0 2 2 - 2 3  H I S T O R Y  C O H O R T  

T h e r e  i s  n o  o n e  w o r d  t o  s u m m a r i s e
y o u r  f i r s t  y e a r  a s  a n  E C T ,  b u t
h a v i n g  c o m e  t o  t h e  e n d  o f  m y  f i r s t
y e a r  a s  a  q u a l i f i e d  t e a c h e r  I  a m
g o i n g  t o  p i c k  t h e  w o r d  “ w h i r l w i n d ”
a s  m y  s i n g u l a r  a d j e c t i v e  t o
d e s c r i b e  t h e  l a s t  1 0  m o n t h s .  T h e
t r a n s i t i o n  f r o m  P G C E  t o  E C T  i s  n o t
e a s y ,  w i t h  m a n y  n e w
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  t h e  n e w  r o l e  o f
t h e  f o r m  t u t o r ,  n e w  t e c h n o l o g y  t o
d e a l  w i t h ,  n e w  p r i n t e r s  t o  l e a r n
h o w  t o  f i x  a n d  n e w  d e p a r t m e n t s  t o
w o r k  w i t h ,  a l l  p l a c e d  u p o n  y o u .
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D u r i n g  t h e  a c a d e m i c  y e a r  I  h a v e  s t a y e d  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h
m y  H i s t o r y  C A  t u t o r s ,  R u t h  a n d  H e l e n ,  w h e r e  I  h a v e  b e e n
a b l e  t o  a s k  f o r  a d v i c e  b u t  a l s o  s t a y  e n g a g e d  w i t h  a l l
t h i n g s  h i s t o r y  p e d a g o g y ,  h e l p i n g  m e  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o
d e v e l o p  a s  a n  e a r l y  c a r e e r  h i s t o r y  t e a c h e r  b e y o n d  t h e
p r o v i s i o n  o f  m y  E C T  i n d u c t i o n  t r a i n i n g .  T h e  c o m m u n i t y
o f  E C T s  a n d  s u p p o r t  n e t w o r k  b u i l t  d u r i n g  t h e  P G C E  h a s
n o t  e n d e d  w i t h  t h e  Q T S  c e r t i f i c a t e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h i s
y e a r  I  s u c c e s s f u l l y  a p p l i e d  f o r  a  n e w  t e a c h i n g  j o b  f o r
t h e  c o m i n g  a c a d e m i c  y e a r  a t  m y  f i r s t  p l a c e m e n t  s c h o o l ,
Q u e e n  E t h e l b u r g a ’ s ,  d u r i n g  w h i c h  p r o c e s s  I  w a s  a b l e  t o
r e a c h  o u t  t o  t h e  P G C E  t e a m  a n d  a s k  f o r  a d v i c e  o n  m y
a p p l i c a t i o n  d u e  t o  t h e i r  e x t e n s i v e  k n o w l e d g e  o n  t h e i r
p a r t n e r s h i p  s c h o o l s .  H a v i n g  h a d  s u c h  a  p o s i t i v e
e x p e r i e n c e  o n  p l a c e m e n t  a t  Q E  I  c o u l d  n o t  p a s s  u p  t h e
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  w o r k  a t  t h e  s c h o o l  a s  a  n o w  q u a l i f i e d
t e a c h e r .  T h i s  p o s i t i v e  e x p e r i e n c e  w a s  m a d e  a s  s u c h  b y
t h e  f a n t a s t i c  s u p p o r t  I  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  m y  P G C E  m e n t o r ,
H e l e n ,  w h i l s t  o n  p l a c e m e n t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  g u i d a n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  s c h o o l  a n d
u n i v e r s i t y  d u r i n g  m y  t r a i n i n g .

Y o u r  f i r s t  y e a r  a s  a n  E C T  i s  s p e c i a l :  y o u  g e t  y o u r  o w n
c l a s s e s ,  p r o d u c e  y o u r  o w n  e x a m  a n d  t e s t  r e s u l t s ,  a r e
l i k e l y  i n  c h a r g e  o f  y o u r  o w n  f o r m  w h o  m a y  e v e n  c a r r y
y o u r  i n i t i a l s  ( m i n e  w e r e  a  g o r g e o u s  y e a r  7  f o r m  w h o m  I
w i l l  m i s s  w h e n  I  c h a n g e  s c h o o l s ) !  S o ,  w h i l s t  i t  i s
d i f f i c u l t ,  a n d  t h e r e  i s  A  L O T  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t ,  i t  i s  w o r t h
t h e  h a r d  w o r k .  T h e  r e w a r d s  y o u  g e t  f r o m  t e a c h i n g  t h e
s u b j e c t  y o u  l o v e ,  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  i n s p i r e  y o u n g  m i n d s
e v e n  o n  t h e  d a r k e s t  o f  J a n u a r y  d a y s ,  a r e  m a d e
w o r t h w h i l e  b y  s e e i n g  p u p i l  p r o g r e s s ,  a c h i e v i n g  y o u r
p e r s o n a l  E C T  t a r g e t s ,  a n d  b y  t h e  l a u g h s  w i t h  c o l l e a g u e s
o v e r  y e t  a n o t h e r  c u p  o f  c o f f e e .
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B Y  E M M A  C L A R K E ,  P R I M A R Y  P G C E  L E A D  

H a v i n g  b e e n  a  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r  f o r  a l m o s t  t w e n t y
y e a r s ,  w i t h  t h e  b u l k  o f  t h o s e  s p e n t  t e a c h i n g  i n  a n d  a r o u n d
Y o r k ,  i t  w a s  w i t h  g r e a t  p r i d e  t h a t  I  t o o k  u p  t h e  r o l e  o f
p r o g r a m m e  l e a d e r  f o r  t h e  p r i m a r y  P G C E  a t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h i s
y e a r .  A l t h o u g h  I  h a v e  w o r k e d  i n  u n i v e r s i t y - l e d  I n i t i a l  T e a c h e r
E d u c a t i o n  f o r  c o m i n g  u p  t o  t e n  y e a r s  I  h a v e  s p e n t  t h e  l a s t
s i x  m o n t h s  i n  t h e  i n c r e d i b l y  e n v i o u s  p o s i t i o n  o f  p l a n n i n g  a
p r o g r a m m e  f r o m  s c r a t c h .  T h i s  h a s  b e e n  a  f a n t a s t i c
o p p o r t u n i t y  –  b u t  d e f i n i t e l y  o v e r w h e l m i n g  a t  t i m e s !  

T h e  l a s t  s i x  m o n t h s  h a v e  a l l o w e d  m e  t o  r e a l l y  t h i n k  c a r e f u l l y
a b o u t  w h a t  p r i m a r y  e d u c a t i o n  i s ,  a n d  w h a t  m a k e s  a n
o u t s t a n d i n g  p r i m a r y  t e a c h e r .  T r y i n g  t o  d i s t i l  t h a t  i n t o  a
n i n e - m o n t h  p r o g r a m m e  h a s  b e e n  c h a l l e n g i n g  a n d  e x c i t i n g  i n
e q u a l  m e a s u r e .  T a l k i n g  t o  p r i m a r y  c o l l e a g u e s  a r o u n d  E n g l a n d
a b o u t  w h a t  m a k e s  t h e i r  P G C E  p r o g r a m m e s  s p e c i a l  a n d
w o r k i n g  w i t h  s c h o o l - b a s e d  a n d  w i d e r  u n i v e r s i t y  c o l l e a g u e s
h a s  b e e n  r e w a r d i n g  a n d  t h o u g h t  p r o v o k i n g .  T h e  p r i m a r y
P G C E  h a s  a l s o  b e g u n  a t  a n  o p p o r t u n e  m o m e n t ,  a l l o w i n g  m e
t o  p l a n  f o r  a l l  o f  t h e  u p c o m i n g  c h a n g e s  f r o m  t h e
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  t h e  n e w  Q u a l i t y  R e q u i r e m e n t s
w h i c h  h a v e  g i v e n  m e  a  c l e a r  s t r u c t u r e  t o  w o r k  u p  f r o m .

T H E  N E W  P R I M A R Y
P G C E  
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T h e  f i r s t  i t e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r i m a r y  P G C E  n e x t  y e a r  h a s
b e e n  d e s i g n e d  c l o s e l y  w i t h  m y  f a n t a s t i c  p r i m a r y
c o l l e a g u e s  f r o m  t h e  P a t h f i n d e r  T e a c h i n g  S c h o o l  H u b  w h o
h a v e  m a n a g e d  t o  b e  c e n t r a l  t o  t h e  p r o g r a m m e  f o r m a t i o n
w h i l s t  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  r u n n i n g  t w o  s c h o o l s ,  w h i c h  i s  n o
m e a n  f e a t .  T h e  p r o g r a m m e  w i l l  b e g i n  w i t h  a  v e r y  e x c i t i n g
m i x  o f  s u c c e s s f u l  a p p l i c a n t s  w h o  a r e  l a r g e l y  e i t h e r
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Y o r k  u n d e r g r a d u a t e s  o r  p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e
e i t h e r  w o r k e d  o r  v o l u n t e e r e d  i n  s o m e  c a p a c i t y  i n
P a t h f i n d e r  s c h o o l s  w h i c h  p r o m i s e s  t o  b r i n g  a  d i v e r s i t y  o f
v i e w s ,  i d e a s  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e s  t o  o u r  s e s s i o n s  w h i c h  w i l l
e n r i c h  o u r  d i s c u s s i o n s  a n d  a l l o w  a l l  o f  u s  t o  l e a r n
s o m e t h i n g  f r o m  e a c h  o t h e r .

 T h e  c e n t r a l  a i m s  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Y o r k  p r i m a r y  P G C E
a r e  t o ;  s u p p o r t  b e g i n n i n g  t e a c h e r s  t o  b e  a d a p t a b l e  a n d
a d a p t i v e ,  t o  b e  r e s e a r c h  i n f o r m e d ,  r e s e a r c h  l i t e r a t e  a n d
c r i t i c a l ,  a n d  t o  b e c o m e  o u t s t a n d i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  w h o
e n r i c h  s c h o o l s  a n d  a r e  d r i v e n  t o  m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e  t o
p u p i l s ,  f a m i l i e s ,  c o l l e a g u e s  a n d  t h e  w i d e r  p r o f e s s i o n .  I
a m  v e r y  e x c i t e d  t o  s e e  h o w  t h e s e  a i m s  c o m e  t o  l i f e  w i t h
o u r  i n a u g u r a l  p r i m a r y  P G C E  c o h o r t  a n d  s h a r e  t h e
c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  s u c c e s s e s  o f  l e a r n i n g  t o  t e a c h  w i t h  t h e m ,
m y  U n i v e r s i t y - b a s e d  a n d  s c h o o l - b a s e d  c o l l e a g u e s .  



S i n c e  1 9 9 4 ,  Y o r k  S t u d e n t s  i n  S c h o o l s  ( Y S I S )  h a s
c o n n e c t e d  1 4 , 0 0 0  s t u d e n t  v o l u n t e e r s  w i t h  o v e r  6 0  l o c a l
s c h o o l s  a n d  n u r s e r i e s  t o  h e l p  r a i s e  a s p i r a t i o n s  a n d
a t t a i n m e n t  o f  p u p i l s  i n  Y o r k .  O u r  v o l u n t e e r i n g
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a r e  d e s i g n e d  t o  p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  s u p p o r t
t o  s c h o o l s  a n d  n u r s e r y  s e t t i n g s ,  w h i l s t  e n a b l i n g  o u r
s t u d e n t  v o l u n t e e r s  t o  b e  r o l e  m o d e l s  a n d  b u i l d  t h e i r  o w n
m e n t o r i n g  s k i l l s  a n d  c o n f i d e n c e .

T o  c o m m e m o r a t e  o u r  3 0 t h  A n n i v e r s a r y  i n  2 0 2 4 ,  o u r
w e b p a g e  ( b i t . l y / y s i s - 3 0 )  f e a t u r e s  a  t i m e l i n e  s h o w c a s i n g
o u r  k e y  a c h i e v e m e n t s  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  W e  a l s o  i n v i t e  y o u
t o  s h a r e  y o u r  M e m o r i e s  o f  Y S I S  i f  y o u  o r  y o u r  c o l l e a g u e s
h a v e  c o m p l e t e d  a  Y S I S  p l a c e m e n t  o r  h o s t e d  a  m e m o r a b l e
v o l u n t e e r  a t  y o u r  s c h o o l .

T h i s  a c a d e m i c  y e a r ,  w e  p l a c e d  3 6 0  v o l u n t e e r s  i n t o  4 8
s c h o o l s  a n d  n u r s e r i e s  a c r o s s  Y o r k .  M r s  C a r r  f r o m  L o r d
D e r a m o r e ’ s  P r i m a r y  S c h o o l  c o m m e n t e d  “ A l l  o u r
v o l u n t e e r s  h a v e  b e e n  h e l p f u l ,  r e l i a b l e  a n d  s h o w e d  g r e a t
s k i l l s  b o t h  i n  f o l l o w i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  a n d  u s i n g  t h e i r
i n i t i a t i v e .  A l l  s t a f f  w h o  h a d  a  s t u d e n t  i n  t h e i r  c l a s s e s
h a v e  b e e n  e x t r e m e l y  p o s i t i v e ” .  S t u d e n t s  c o m p l e t e d  a
r a n g e  o f  p l a c e m e n t  t y p e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  C l a s s r o o m
A s s i s t a n t ,  S p e e c h  a n d  L a n g u a g e  A s s i s t a n t  ( s u p p o r t i n g
t h e  E a r l y  T a l k  f o r  Y o r k  W e l l C o m m  S c r e e n i n g )  a n d  G C S E
E n g l i s h  a n d  M a t h s  t u t o r i n g .  
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1994 to 2024 and beyond

B Y  L E A N N E  S H A W
Y S I S  V O L U N T E E R I N G  P R O J E C T  O F F I C E R
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I n  2 0 2 4 ,  w e  d e l i v e r e d  t h e  G i r l s :  E n r i c h m e n t  a n d
M o t i v a t i o n  f o r  S u c c e s s  ( G E M S )  p r o j e c t ,  i n  w h i c h  o u r
s t u d e n t  v o l u n t e e r s  w o r k e d  w i t h  g i r l s  a t  M i l l t h o r p e
S c h o o l  w h o  w e r e  n o t  e n g a g i n g  f u l l y  i n  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n .
T h e y  p r o v i d e d  c o n f i d e n c e  b o o s t i n g  w o r k s h o p s ,  a  c a m p u s
v i s i t  a n d  w o r k e d  w i t h  t h e m  t o  o r g a n i s e  a  c h a r i t y  b a k e
s a l e ,  w h e r e  t h e  g i r l s  r a i s e d  £ 1 1 5  f o r  c h a r i t y .  T h e  g i r l s
i n v o l v e d  s h a r e d  t h a t  t h e y  e n j o y e d  m e e t i n g  n e w  p e o p l e ,
a p p r e c i a t e d  h a v i n g  s o m e t h i n g  t o  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  e a c h
w e e k ,  a n d  f e l t  p r o u d  o f  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  a m o u n t  o f  m o n e y
t h e y  r a i s e d  t h r o u g h  c o m p l e t i n g  t h e  p r o j e c t .

W o r k i n g  w i t h  a l l  6  S o u t h  B a n k  M A T  s c h o o l s ,  w e
s u p p o r t e d  t h e i r  T r a n s i t i o n  S u p p o r t  M e n t o r i n g
p r o g r a m m e  i n  t h e  S u m m e r  T e r m ,  a l l o w i n g  2 3  o f  o u r
v o l u n t e e r s  t o  m e e t  w e e k l y  w i t h  p u p i l s  w h o  w e r e  l i k e l y  t o
f i n d  t h e  a c a d e m i c  t r a n s i t i o n  t o  Y e a r  7  o r  Y e a r  1 0
c h a l l e n g i n g ) .  

O n  t h e  4 t h  J u n e  w e  h o s t e d  a n  i n s i g h t f u l  a n d  e n g a g i n g
Y o r k  F e s t i v a l  o f  I d e a s  p a n e l  d i s c u s s i o n  e n t i t l e d
“ U n p a c k i n g  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  C h a l l e n g e s  i n  S c h o o l s ”  w i t h
s p e a k e r s  i n c l u d i n g  R o d  S i m s  ( H e a d t e a c h e r  a t  Y o r k  H i g h
S c h o o l )  a n d  P e t e  C r a n e  ( M a n a g e r  a t  T h e  J o s e p h  T r u s t
A l t e r n a t i v e  P r o v i s i o n ) .  T h e  r e c o r d i n g  o f  t h i s  s e s s i o n  i s
a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  t h e  Y o r k  F e s t i v a l  o f  I d e a s  Y o u T u b e
c h a n n e l .

W e  a r e  i n c r e d i b l y  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e  i n v a l u a b l e  s u p p o r t  o f
t h e  P G C E  T e a m  a t  Y o r k ,  w h o  p l a y  a  v i t a l  r o l e  i n  o u r
p r o g r a m m e  b y  e q u i p p i n g  v o l u n t e e r s  w i t h  e s s e n t i a l
k n o w l e d g e  a n d  s k i l l s  t h r o u g h  o u r  G C S E  T u t o r i n g ,  B l o c k
P l a c e m e n t  a n d  Y S I S  P l u s  t r a i n i n g .  

I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  a n y  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  w i s h  t o  g e t
i n v o l v e d ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  y s i s @ y o r k . a c . u k .  W e  w a n t  t o
t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t h a n k  a l l  o u r  v o l u n t e e r s ,  a s  w e l l
a s  t h e  s c h o o l s  a n d  n u r s e r i e s  Y S I S  s u p p o r t s ,  f o r  t h e i r
d e d i c a t i o n  a n d  c o l l a b o r a t i o n .
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T h e  l o c a t i o n  w a s  c h o s e n  a s  i t  i s  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  u n d e r -
s e r v e d  p a r t  o f  Y o r k .  Y o r k  i s  o n e  o f  j u s t  s i x  l o c a l
a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  i n  w h i c h ,  a t  t h e  e n d  o f
p r i m a r y  s c h o o l ,  d i s a d v a n t a g e d  p u p i l s  a r e  o v e r  a  y e a r
b e h i n d  m o r e  a d v a n t a g e d  p u p i l s .  T h e  g a p  i n  p r o g r e s s i o n
t o  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  b e t w e e n  p o o r e r  Y o r k  s c h o o l
c h i l d r e n  a n d  t h e i r  m o r e  a f f l u e n t  p e e r s  i s  o n e  o f  t h e
w i d e s t  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  T h e s e  c o m m u n i t i e s  a r e  o f t e n
o v e r l o o k e d  b y  n a t i o n a l  c h a r i t i e s  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t
i n i t i a t i v e s  l o o k i n g  o n l y  t o  s u p p o r t  a r e a s  w i t h  t h e
g r e a t e s t  n e e d  o n  t h e  g r e a t e s t  s c a l e .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  m a n y
f a m i l i e s  a r e  c a u g h t  i n  a  ‘ d o u b l e  d i s a d v a n t a g e ’ ,  c r e a t i n g
n e i g h b o u r h o o d s  w h e r e  f o r  d e c a d e s ,  p o v e r t y  a n d
e d u c a t i o n a l  u n d e r a c h i e v e m e n t  h a v e  u n f a i r l y  g o n e  h a n d
i n  h a n d .  W e s t f i e l d  a n d  C h a p e l f i e l d s  a r e  a m o n g  s i x
w a r d s  i n  Y o r k  w h i c h  s i t  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e s t  l e v e l s  o f
d i s a d v a n t a g e  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  d e s p i t e  Y o r k ’ s  o v e r a l l
r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  c o m p a r a t i v e  a f f l u e n c e .
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The Place
T h e  P l a c e  i s  a n  i n n o v a t i v e  a n d
d y n a m i c  c o m m u n i t y  l e a r n i n g
c e n t r e  b a s e d  i n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e
C h a p e l f i e l d s  e s t a t e  w h i c h  o p e n e d
i t s  d o o r s  i n  O c t o b e r  2 0 2 3 .  I t  i s  a
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Y o r k ,  Y o r k  H i g h
S c h o o l ,  W e s t f i e l d  P r i m a r y
C o m m u n i t y  S c h o o l ,  l o c a l
e m p l o y e r s  a n d  t h e  l o c a l
c o m m u n i t y .  O u r  c o l l e c t i v e  v i s i o n
i s  t o  p r o v i d e  a  s a f e  s p a c e  f o r
c h i l d r e n  a n d  y o u n g  p e o p l e  t o
l e a r n  a n d  g r o w  a n d  f o r  a d u l t s  t o
c o n n e c t ,  a c c e s s  s u p p o r t  a n d  t a k e
p a r t  i n  l i f e l o n g  l e a r n i n g  o r
t r a i n i n g .  



T h e  c e n t r e  p r o v i d e s  a n  i n s p i r i n g  s p a c e  f o r  y o u n g  p e o p l e
a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  t o  m a k e  t h e i r  o w n ,  w i t h  a  p r o g r a m m e
i n c l u d i n g  a c a d e m i c  a n d  e m p l o y a b i l i t y  s u p p o r t ,  p l u s
e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  h e l p  n a r r o w  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t
a t t a i n m e n t  g a p  i n  t h e  a r e a  a n d  t o  e m p o w e r  t h e
c o m m u n i t y  t o  r e a l i s e  t h e i r  a m b i t i o n s .

O u r  a f t e r - s c h o o l  c l u b s  d r a w  i n  d e l i v e r y  f r o m  a  h u g e
v a r i e t y  o f  Y o r k ’ s  a c a d e m i c  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  l e a d i n g
s e s s i o n s  a s  d i v e r s e  a s  b u b b l e  s c i e n c e ,  r o b o t i c s  a n d
a r c h a e o l o g y  w h i l e  b e s p o k e  s c h o o l - t i m e  i n t e r v e n t i o n s  a r e
a b l e  t o  t a i l o r  s u p p o r t  t o  b e s p o k e  c o h o r t s  o f  y o u n g
p e o p l e .  T h i s  c a n  i n c l u d e  t h o s e  m i s s i n g  o u t  o n  s c h o o l
t h r o u g h  e m o t i o n a l l y - b a s e d  s c h o o l  a v o i d a n c e ,  Y e a r  6
s t u d e n t s  s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  S A T s ,  w e l l b e i n g  o r  t h e
t r a n s i t i o n  t o  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l ,  a n d  a l s o  p r o v i d e
e m p l o y a b i l i t y  s k i l l s  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  f r o m  Y e a r  3  a l l  t h e
w a y  t h r o u g h  t o  s c h o o l  l e a v e r s .

W i t h  a  s m a l l  c o r e  t e a m  e m p l o y e d  b y  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Y o r k ,
o u r  i m p a c t  a n d  r e a c h  i s  g r e a t l y  e n h a n c e d  b y
c o l l a b o r a t i n g  w i t h  Y o r k  C a r e s ,  m a j o r  c u l t u r a l  v e n u e s ,
t h e  v i b r a n t  e m p l o y e r  n e t w o r k  o f  Y o r k  ( s e v e r a l  o f  w h o m
d o n a t e  f u n d i n g ,  r e s o u r c e  a n d  v o l u n t e e r  h o u r s )  a n d  o t h e r
H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n c l u d i n g  Y S J  a n d  A s k h a m
B r y a n  C o l l e g e .  T h r o u g h  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  w i d e r  Y o r k
A & O  t e a m  a s  w e l l  a s  d e p a r t m e n t a l  o u t r e a c h  t e a m s  w e
a r e  a b l e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  a t t a i n m e n t ,  a m b i t i o n ,  l e a r n i n g ,
w e l l b e i n g  a n d  r e s i l i e n c e  i n  o u r  y o u n g  p e o p l e  m e m b e r s h i p .
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O u r  c a r e f u l l y  e v a l u a t e d  a n n u a l  p r o g r a m m e  i n c l u d e s  a
t a i l o r e d  w e e k  e v e r y  t e r m  f o r  t h e  w h o l e  o f  W e s t f i e l d ’ s
Y e a r  6  e a c h  w e e k  c o v e r i n g  t h e  c o r e  c u r r i c u l u m  e l e m e n t s
o f  E n g l i s h ,  m a t h s  a n d  s c i e n c e .  T h e s e  w e e k s  i n c l u d e
c a m p u s  v i s i t s  -  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  e x c i t e m e n t  o f  a
s t u d e n t  c a n t e e n  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  u n d e r - e s t i m a t e d !
 T h i s  t e r m ,  S c i e n c e  w e e k  ( i n  t h e  w o r d s  o f  t h e  s t a f f  a t
W e s t f i e l d  C o m m u n i t y  P r i m a r y  S c h o o l )  s a w  t h e  c h i l d r e n :
l a n d  a n  e g g  o n  M a r s ,  c r e a t e  a  m o v i n g  r o b o t ,  h o l d  a
m e t e o r ,  s u r v e y  n a t u r e  i n  a  h e d g e ,  e x t r a c t  D N A  f r o m
s t r a w b e r r i e s ,  t e s t  a c i d s  a n d  a l k a l i s  i n  t e s t - t u b e s ,  m a k e
s l i m e ,  l e a r n  a b o u t  e v o l u t i o n  o f  a n i m a l s ,  v i s i t  a  w o r k i n g
f a r m ,  m a k e  a  k o o k a b u r r a  l a u g h ,  w a t c h  k i t - k a t s  b e i n g
m a d e ,  b e  a  d e s i g n  e n g i n e e r  a n d  p r o g r a m m e  a  c o m p u t e r … !

B y  p r o v i d i n g  r o l e  m o d e l s  a t  a l l  o u r  s e s s i o n s  i n  t h e  f o r m
o f  s t u d e n t  a m b a s s a d o r s ,  w e  a r e  r e a l l y  a b l e  t o  g i v e
c h i l d r e n  a  v i s i o n  o f  w h a t  t h e i r  p o s t - s c h o o l  o u t c o m e s
c o u l d  i n c l u d e .  J u s t  r e c e n t l y  w e  h a v e  b e e n  d e l i g h t e d  t o
h o s t  s t u d e n t s  o n  p l a c e m e n t  a n d  e n r i c h m e n t  p r o g r a m m e s ,
i n c l u d i n g  f r o m  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n .  W e  w o u l d
l o v e  t o  g r o w  t h e s e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  s t u d e n t s  t o  w o r k
a l o n g s i d e  c h i l d r e n  a s  t h e y  l e a r n  n e w  w a y s  t o  t h r i v e ,  a n d
e x p l o r e  o p p o r t u n i t y  a n d  l e a r n i n g .

T h e  P l a c e  i s  p h i l a n t h r o p i c a l l y  f u n d e d  t h r o u g h  i n c r e d i b l y
g e n e r o u s  i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  c o r p o r a t e  d o n o r s  a n d  t h i s  a l l o w s
u s  t o  b r i n g  c h i l d r e n  a l o n g  t o  g a i n  s k i l l s ,  g r o w  t h e i r  o w n
p e r s o n a l  n e t w o r k s  o f  p e o p l e  a n d  i d e a s ,  a n d  r a i s e  t h e i r
a m b i t i o n  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e i r  a t t a i n m e n t .

A s  w e  b u i l d - u p  t o  a  b u s y  s u m m e r  o f  a c t i v i t y  i n c l u d i n g
L u n c h - L a b s ,  c u l t u r a l - h o r i z o n  d a y  t r i p s  a n d  a r t s
w o r k s h o p s  w e ’ d  l o v e  t o  h e a r  f r o m  a n y o n e  w h o  w a n t s  t o
l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  w h a t  w e  d o .  

T h e  P l a c e  -  a  c o m m u n i t y  t o g e t h e r .

I n s t a g r a m :  @ t h e p l a c e y o r k
F a c e b o o k :  T h e  P l a c e  -  Y o r k
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http://www.york.ac.uk/education/

@PGCEUnivofYork
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