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The aim of the qualitative inquiry was to ascertain the impact of community violence and  sense of hope on adolescents’ well-being. Data was collected by means of two focus groups, with adolescents aged 14-15 years (both girls and boys).  Participants understanding of and the meaning they attach to community violence indicated a normalization or desensitization to violence.  Participants demonstrated an understanding of hope as encompassing a motivational feature (assisting them in looking forward to a better life), being strongly connected to faith and positively impacting on their well-being.  The findings of the study lend support to the notion that hope be considered a key indicator of well-being.
