ISAAC TODHUNTER'
(1820-1884)

IsAAC TODHUNTER wasbornat Rye, Sussg, 23 Nov., 1820. He wasthe second
sonof GeogeTodhunterCongrayationalisministerof the place,andof Mary hiswife,
whosemaidennamewasHunic,a ScottishsurnameTheministerdiedof consumption
whenlsaacwassix yearsold, andleft his family, consistingof wife andfour boys,
in narrav circumstancesThe widow, who wasa womanof strength physicallyand
mentally movedto thelargertown of Hastinggn thesamecounty andopenedaschool
for girls. After someyearslsaacwassentto a bays’ schoolin the sametown keptby
RobertCarr, andsubsequentlyo onenewly openedoy a Mr. Austinfrom London;for
someyearshe hadbeenunusuallybackwardin his studies put underthis new teacher
he maderapid progressandhis careemwasthenlargely determined.

After his schooldayswereover, he becamean usheror assistanmasterwith Mr.
Austin in a schoolat Peckhamandcontrived to attendat the sametime the evening
classesat University College, London. Therehe cameunderthe greateducatingin-
fluenceof De Morgan, for whom in after yearshe always expressedan unbounded
admiration;to De Morganhe owedthatinterestin the historyandbibliographyof sci-
ence,in moral philosophyandlogic which determinedhe courseof his riper studies.
In 1839 he passedhe matriculationexaminationof the University of London,thena
merelyexaminingbody; winning the exhibition for mathematicg¢.£30 for two years);
in 1842 he passedhe B.A. examinationcarryingoff a mathematicascholarship(of
£50for threeyears);andin 1844 obtainedthe degreeof Masterof Arts with thegold
medalawardedo thecandidatevho gainedthegreatestistinctionin thatexamination.

Sylvestemwasthenprofessoinf naturalphilosophyin University College,andTod-
hunterstudiedunderhim. Thewritings of Sir JohnHerscheklsohadaninfluencefor
Todhunterwrote asfollows (Conflict of Studies p. 66): “Let me at the outsetrecord
my opinionof mathematicst cannotdo this betterthanby adopting the wordsof Sir
J. Herschelto the influenceof which | gratefully attribute the direction of my own
early studies.He saysof Astronomy ‘Admissionto its sanctuarycanonly be gained
by onemeans,—soundndsuficient knowledgeof mathematicsthe greatinstrument
of all exactinquiry, withoutwhich no mancanever make suchadvancesn this or ary,
otherof the higherdepartment®f scienceascanentitle him to form anindependent
opinionon ary subjectof discussiorwithin theirrange.”

WhenTodhuntergraduatedaisM.A. hewas24 yearsof age.Sylvesterhadgoneto
Virginia, but De Morganremained.The latter advisedhim to go throughthe regular
courseat Cambridgehisnamewasnow enterecat St. JohnsCollege. Beingsomavhat
older, andmuchmaorebrilliant thanthe honormenof his year hewasableto devotea
greatpartof his attentionto studiesbeyondthoseprescribed Amongothersubjectshe
took up MathematicaElectricity. In 1848 hetook his B.A. degreeasseniorwrangler
andalsowon the first Smith’s prize. While an undegraduatefodhunterdived a very
secludedife. He contritutedalongwith his brotherso thesupportof theirmother and
he hadneithermoney nor time to spendon entertainmentsThe following legendwas
appliedto him, if notrecordedf him: “Onceonatime, aseniorwranglergave awine
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partyto celebratehis triumph. Six guestgook their seatsoundthetable. Turningthe
key in the door, he placedonebottle of wine on the table ass&eratingwith unction,
Noneof youwill leave thisroomwhile a singledropremains.”

At the University of Cambridgethereis a foundationwhich providesfor whatis
calledthe Burney prize. Accordingto the regulationsthe prizeis to be awardedto a
graduateof the Universitywho is not of morethanthreeyears’standingfrom admis-
sionto his degreeandwho shall producethe bestEnglishessay'On somemoral or
metaphysicasubject,or onthe existence patureandattributesof God,or on thetruth
andevidenceof the Christianreligion” Todhunterin the courseof his first postgradu-
ate year submittedan essayon the thesisthat “The doctrineof a divine providence
is inseparabldrom the belief in the existenceof an absolutelyperfectCreator This
essayrecevedtheprize,andwasprintedin 1849.

Todhuntemow proceededo the degreeof M.A., andunlike his mathematicain-
structorsin University College, De Morganand Sylvester he did not paradehis non-
conformistprinciples,but submittedto the regulationswith asgoodgraceaspossible.
He waselecteda fellow of his college, but notimmediately probablyon accountof
his.beinga non-conformistandappointedectureron mathematicsherein;he alsoen-
gagedfor sometime in work asa privatetutor, having for oneof his pupilsP. G. Tait,
andl believe E. J. Routhalso.

For a spaceof 15 yearshe remaineda fellow of St. Johns College, residingin it,
andtaking partin theinstruction.He wasvery successfuasa lecturer andit wasnot
long beforehe beganto publishtextbookson the subjectsof his lectures.In 1853he
publishedatextbookon AnalyticalStatics in 18550neon Plain CoordinateGeometry
andin 1858 Examplesof Analytical Geometryof Three Dimensions His successn
thesesubjectsnducedhim to prepareananualonelementarynathematicshis Algebra
appearednh 1858, his Trigonometryin 1859, his Theoryof Equationsin 1861,andhis
Euclid in 1862. Someof his textbookspassedhroughmary editionsandhave been
widely usedin GreatBritain andNorth America. Latterly he wasappointedorincipal
mathematicalecturerin his college,andhe choseto drill the freshmenin Euclid and
otherelementarynathematics.

Within theseyearshealsolaboredat someworksof a morestrictly scientificchar
acter ProfessoWoodhousgwho wasthe forerunnerof the Analytical Society)had
written a history of the calculusof variations,endingwith the eighteentlcentury;this
work wasmuchadmiredfor its usefulnes®y Todhunterandashefelt a decidedtaste
for the history of mathematicéie formedandcarriedout the projectof continuingthe
history of that calculusduring the nineteenttcentury It wasthefirst of the greathis-
toricalworkswhich hasgiven Todhuntethis high placeamong the mathematiciansf
the nineteenttcentury This historywaspublishedin 1861;in 1862he waselecteda
Fellow of the Royal Societyof London. In 1863hewasa candidateor the Sadlerian
professorshipf Mathematicsto which Cayley was appointed. Todhunterwas not
a meremathematicabpecialist. He was an excellentlinguist; besideseinga sound
Latin and Greekscholar he was familiar with French,German,Spanish Jtalian and
alsoRussianHebrav andSanskrit.He waslik ewisewell versedn philosophyandfor
thetwo years1863-5actedasan Examinerfor the Moral ScienceTripos, of whichthe
chieffounderswerehimselfandWhewell.

By 1864the financialsucces®f his bookswassuchthathe wasableto marry, a



stepwhichinvolvedtheresigningof hisfellowship. His wife wasadaughteof Captain
Geoge Davies of the Royal Navy, afterwardsAdmiral Davies. As a fellow andtutor
of St. Johns College he hadliveda secludedife. His relatvesandfriendsthoughthe
wasa very confirmedbachelor He had sometimesintedthat the grapeswere sour
For art he hadlittle eye; for musicno ear “He usedto sayhe knew two tunes;one
was‘'God save the Queeri, the otherwasnt. The formerherecognizedy the people
standingup.” As owls shunthe broaddaylight he had shunnedhe glare of parlors.
It wasthereforea surpriseto his friendsandrelatveswhenthey wereinvited to his
marriagein 1864. Prof. Mayor recordsthat Todhuntemwroteto his fiancge,“Y ou will
notforget,| amsure, thatl have alwaysbeena studentandalwaysshallbe; but books
shallnotcomeinto evendistantrivalry with you,” andProf. Mayor insinuatedhatthus
forearmedhe calmly introducedto the inner circle of their honggmoonHamilton on
Quaternions

It wasnow (1865)thatthe LondonMathematicalSocietywasorganizedunderthe
guidanceof De Morgan,and Todhunterbecamea memberin the first yearof its ex-
istence. The same,year he dischagedthe very onerousdutiesof examinerfor the
mathematicatripos—ataskrequiringso muchlaborandinvolving so muchinterfer
encewith his work asanauthorthathe never acceptedt again.Now (1865)appeared
his History of the MathematicalTheoryof Probability, andthe sameyearhewasable
to edita new edition of Boole’s Treatiseon Differential Equations the authorhaving
succumbedo anuntimelydeath.Todhuntercertainlyhadahighappreciatiorof Boole,
which he sharedn commonwith De Morgan. Thework involvedin editing the suc-
cessie editionsof his elementarybookswasgreat; he did not proceedto stereotype
until mary independengditionsgave ampleopportunityto correctall errorsandmis-
prints” He now addedtwo moretextbooks; Medanicsin 1867 and Mensuation in
1869.

About 1847the membersof St. Johns College foundeda prize in honorof their
distinguishedellow, S.C. Adams.lIt is avardedevery two yearsandis in valueabout
£225.In 1869the subjectproposedvas“A determinatiorof the circumstanceander
which Discontinuityof ary kind presentstself in the solutionof a problemof max-
imum or minimumin the Calculusof Variations. Therehadbeena controversya few
yearsprevious on this subjectin the pagesof PhilosophicalMagazineand Todhunter
hadthereadwocatedhis view of the matter “This view is foundin the openingsen-
tenceof hisessay:We shallfind that,generallyspeakingdiscontinuityis introduced,
by virtue of somerestrictionwhich we impose,eitherexplicitly or implicitly in the
statementf the problemswhich we proposeto solve! This thesishe supportedby
consideringn turn the usualapplicationsof the calculus,and pointing out wherehe
considerghediscontinuitieswvhich occurhave beenintroducedinto the conditionsof
theproblem.This hesuccessfullyrovesin mary instancesln somecasesthewantof
adistincttestof whatdiscontinuityis somavhatobscureshe agument. To his essay
the prize was awarded;it is publishedunderthe title “Researche# the Calculusof
Variations”—arentirely differentwork from his History of the Calculusof Variations

In 1873 he publishedhis History of the MathematicalTheoriesof Attraction It
consistof two volumesof nearly1000pagesaltogetheandis probablythe mostelab-
orateof his histories.In the sameyear(1873)he publishedn bookform his views on
someof the educationafjuestionf the day, underthetitle of TheConflictof Studies



and other essayn subjectsconnectedvith education The collection containssix
essaysthey wereoriginally written with the view of successie publicationin some
magazineput in factthey were publishedonly in book form. In thefirst essaythat
on the Conflict of Studies—oddhuntergave his opinionof the educatve valuein high
schoolsandcollegesof the differentkinds of studythencommonlyadwocatedin op-
positionto or in additionto theold subjectof classicandmathematicsHe considered
thatthe ExperimentaSciencesverelittle suitable,andthatfor a very Englishreason,
becausé¢hey couldnot be examinedon adequatelyHe says:

“ExperimentalScienceviewed in connectionwith education rejoicesin a name
whichis unfairly expressie. A realexperimentis avery valuableproductof themind,
requiringgreatknowledgeto inventit andgreatingenuityto carryit out. WhenPerrier
ascendethe Puyde Domewith abarometein orderto testtheinfluenceof changeof
level onthe heightof the columnof mercury he performedanexperimentthesugges-
tion of which wasworthy of the geniusof Pascaland DescartesBut whena modern
traveller ascendsviont Blanc, and directsone of his guidesto carry a barometerhe
cannotbe saidto performan experimentin ary very exactor very meritorioussense
of theword. It is arepetitionof an obsenation madethousand®f timesbefore,and
we cannever recover ary of the interestwhich belongedto the first trial, unlessin-
deed,without having ever heardof it, we succeededh reconstructinghe procesf
oursehes. In fact, almostalwayshe who first plucksan experimentalflower thusap-
propriatesanddestrgsits fragranceandits beauty’

At thetime whenTodhunterwaswriting the above the CavendishLaboratoryfor
ExperimentaPhysicswasjust beingbuilt at Cambridgeand Clerk-Maxwellhadjust
beenappointedhe professoof the new study;from Todhunters utteranceve cansee
thestateof affairsthenprevailing. Considetthecorrespondingxperimenif Torricelli,
which can be performedinside a classroom;to every fresh studentthe experiment
retainsits fragrancethe sightof it, andmoreespeciallythe performancef it imparts
a kind of knowledgewhich cannotbe got from descriptionor testimoty; it imparts
accurateconceptionsandis a necessaryreparatie for makinga new and original
experiment.To Todhunteiit mayberepliedthattheflowersof Euclid’s Elementsvere
plucked at least2000yearsago, yet, he mustadmit, they still possessto the fresh
studentof mathematicseven althoughhe becomesacquaintedwvith themthrougha
textbook,bothfragranceandbeauty’

Todhuntemwentonto write anothempassag&hichrousedheire of Professofait.
“To take anotherexample. We asserthatif the resistancef the air be withdravn a
sovereignanda featherwill fall throughequalspacesn equaltimes.Very greatcredit
is dueto the personwho first imaginedthe well-known experimentto illustrate this;
but it is not obviouswhatis the specialbenefitnow gainedby seeinga lecturerrepeat
the process.Ilt may be saidthata boy takesmoreinterestin the matterby seeingfor
himself, or by performingfor himself,thatis, by working the handleof the air-pump;
thiswe admit,while we continueto doubttheeducationalalueof thetransactionThe
boy would alsoprobablytake muchmoreinterestin footballthanin Latin grammarbut
themeasuref hisinterestis notidenticalwith thatof theimportanceof thesubjectslit
may be saidthatthefactmakesa strongerimpressioron the boy throughthe medium
of his sight,thathe believesit the moreconfidently | saythatthis oughtnotto bethe
caself hedoesnotbelievethestatementsf histuto—probablyaclergymanof mature



knowledge recognizedhbility andblamelesgharacterhissuspicionisirrational,and
manifestsa want of the power of appreciatingevidence,a wantfatalto his successn
thatbranchof sciencavhich heis supposedo be cultivating”

Clear physicalconceptionsannotbe got by tradition, even from a clearman of
blamelessharacterthey arebestgot directly from Nature,andthis is recognizedy
the modernlaboratoryinstructionin physics. Todhunterwould reducescienceto a
matterof authority;andindeedhis mathematicamanualsare not free from thatfault.
He dealswith the characteristidifficulties of algebraby authorityratherthanby sci-
entific explanation. Todhuntergoeson to say: “Someconsiderablelravbackmustbe
madefrom the educationalalue of experimentsso called, on accountof their fail-
ure.Marny personsnusthave beenpresentttheexhibitionsof skilled performersand
have witnessedan uninterruptedseriesof ignomimousreverses,—thg have probably
longedto imitate the cautiousstudentwho watchedan eminentastronomebaffled by
Foucaults experimentfor proving the rotation of the Earth; asthe pendulumwould
move thewrongway the studentretired,sayingthathe wishedto retainhisfaithin the
elementof astronomy

It is not unlikely thatthe seriesof ignominiousreversesTodhuntethadin his view
werewhathehadseenn the physicsclassroonof University Collegewhenthe manip-
ulationwasin the handsof a puremathematician—ProfSylvester At the University
of Texasthereis afine clearspaceabout60 feethighinsidethe building very suitable
for Foucaultsexperiment.l fixedupapendulumusingavery heavy ball, andtheturn-
ing of the Earthcouldbe seenn two successie oscillations. Theexperimentalthough
only arepetition.accordingo Todhunterwasalive andinspiringlessorto all who sav
it, whetherthey camewith previous knowledgeaboutit or no. The repetitionof ary
suchgreatexperimenthasaneducatve valueof which Todhuntethadno conception.

Anothersubjectwhich Todhuntediscussedn theseessayss the suitability of Eu-
clid’s Elementsfor useasthe elementarytextbook of Geometry His experienceasa
college tutor for 25 years;his numerousngagementas an examinerin mathemat-
ics; his correspondencwith teachersn the large schoolsgave weightto the opinion
which he expressed. The questionwas raisedby the first reportof the Association
for the Improvementof GeometricalTeaching;andthe pointswhich Todhuntemrmade
were afterwardstaken up and presentedn his own uniquestyle by Lewis Carroll in
“Euclid andhis modernrivals? Up to thattime Euclid’s manualwas,andin a very
largemeasursstill is, theauthorizedntroductionto geometryit is notasin this coun-
try wherethereis perfectliberty asto the booksand methodsto be employed. The
greatdifficulty in theway of liberty in geometricateachings the universaltyranry of
competitive examinations.GreatBritain is an examination-riddercountry Todhunter
referredto oneof the mostdistinguishedprofessorof Mathematicsn England;one
whosepupils hadlikewise gaineda high reputationasinvestigatorsandteachershis
“veneratednasterandfriend; Prof. De Morgan;andpointedoutthatherecommended
thestudyof Euclid with all theauthorityof his greatattainmentsndexperience.

Anotheragumentusedby Todhuntemwasasfollows: In Americatherearethecon-
ditionswhich the Associationdesiresthereis, for example,a textbookwhich defines
parallellines asthosewhich have the samedirection. Could the Americanmathem-
aticiansof thatday comparewith thoseof England?He answeredho.

While Todhuntercould point to onemaste—De Morgan—asn his favor, he was



obligedto quoteanothemaster—Sylvester—asopposed.In his presidentialddress
beforesectionA of the British Associationat Exeterin i869, Sylvesterhad said: “I
shouldrejoiceto see...Euclid honourablysheled or buried ‘deeperthandid ever
plummetsound’outof theschoolbg’sreachmorphologyintroducednto theelements
of algebrajprojection,correlation,andmotionacceptedsaidsto geometrythe mind
of the studentquickenedand elevatedandhis faith avakenedby early initiation into
theruling ideasof polarity, continuity, infinity, andfamiliarizationwith thedoctrineof
theimaginaryandinconcevable” Todhuntereplied: “Whatever may have produced
thedislike to Euclidin theillustriousmathematicianvhosewords| have quoted there
is no groundfor supposinghathewould have beenbetterpleasedvith the substitutes
whicharenow offeredandrecommendeih its place.But theremarkwhichis naturally
suggestebly thepassageis thatnothingpreventsanenthusiastiteachefrom carrying
his pupilsto ary heighthepleasesn geometryevenif hestartswith theuseof Euclid”

Todhunteralsorepliedto theadwerseopinion, deliveredby someprofessodoubt-
lessTait) in anaddresst Edinlburgh which wasasfollows: “From the majority of the
papersn our few mathematicajournals,onewould almostbe led to fangy thatBritish
mathematicianbave too muchpride to usea simplemethod,while anunnecessarily
complec onecanbehad.No moretelling exampleof this couldbe wishedfor thanthe
insanedelusionunderwhich they permit‘Euclid’ to be employedin our elementary
teaching. They seemvoluntarily to weight alike themselesand their pupils for the
race! To which Todhuntereplied: “The British mathematicajournalswith thetitles
of which | amacquaintedrethe QuarterlyJournalof Mathematicsthe Mathematical
Messengerandthe PhilosophicaMagazine;to which may be addedthe Proceedings
of the Royal Societyandthe Monthly Noticesof the AstronomicalSociety | should
have thoughtit would have beenan adequateemployment, for a personengagedn
teaching,to readand mastertheseperiodicalsregularly; but that a single mathem-
aticianshouldbe ableto improve morethanhalf the matterwhich is thuspresentedo
him fills mewith amazementl. take down someof thesevolumes andturningoverthe
paged find articleafterarticleby Profs.Cayley, SalmonandSylvester notto mention
mary other highly distinguishedhames. The idea of amendingthe elaborateessays
of theseeminentmathematicianseemso me somethinglike the audacityrecorded
in poetrywith which a superhumameroclimbsto the summitof the Indian Olympus
andoverturnsthe thronesof Vishnu,BrahmaandSiva. While we mayregretthatsuch
ability shouldbe exertedon the revolutionarysideof the questionhereis atleastone
mournful satishction: the weaponwith which Euclid is assailedvasforgedby Euc-
lid himself. Thejustly celebrategbrofessorfrom whoseaddresshe quotationis taken,
washimselftrainedby thoseexercisesvhichhenow considersvorthlesstwentyyears
agohis solutionsof mathematicaproblemswererich with the fragranceof the Greek
geometry| ventureto predictthatwe shallhave to wait sometime beforea pupil will
issuefrom thereformedschool,who singlehandedvill beableto challengemorethan
half the mathematiciansf England. ProfessofTait, in whathe said,had,doubtless,
referenceo the avoidanceof the useof the Quaterniormethodby his contemporaries
in mathematics.

More thanhalf of the Essayss takenup with questiongonnectedvith competitive
examinations. Todhunterexplainsthe influenceof Cambridgein this matter: “Ours
is an age of examination;and the University of Cambridgemay claim the merit of



originatingthis characteristiof the period. Whenwe hear aswe often do, thatthe
Universitiesareeffete bodieswhich have lost theirinfluenceon the nationalcharacter
we may point with real or affectedtriumph to the spreadof examinationsasa decis-
ive proof that the humiliating assertionis not absolutelytrue. Although there must
have beenin schoolsand elsavhereprocessesesemblingexaminationsbeforethose
of Cambridgehad becomewidely famous,yet therecan be little chanceof errorin

regardingour mathematicatripos asthe modelfor rigor, justiceandimportancepf a
long successiomf institutionsof a similar kind which have sincebeenconstructed.
Todhuntemakesthe damagingadmissiorthat “We cannotby our examinationscre-
atelearningor genius;t is uncertainvhetherme caninfallibly discorerthem;whatwe
detectis simply theexamination-passingower”

In Englandeducationis for the most part directedto training pupils for examin-
ation. Onedirect consequences thatthe memoryis cultivatedat the expenseof the
understandingknowledgeinsteadof being assimilateds crammedfor the time be-
ing, and lost as soonas the examinationis over. Insteadof a rational study of the
principlesof mathematicsattentionis directedto problem-making,—tolving ten-
minute conundrums . Textbooksarewritten with the view not of teachingthe subject
in themostscientificmannerbut of passingertainspecifiedexaminationsl have seen
suchatextbook on trigonometrywhereall the importanttheoremswvhich requiredthe
geniusof Gregoryandothergto discover, areputdown assomary definitions.Nominal
knowledge,notreal,is thekind thatsuitsexaminations.

Todhunterpossessed considerablesenseof humour We seethis in his Essays;
amongother storieshe tells the following: A youth who was quite unableto satisfy
his examinersasto a problem,ende&oredto mollify them,ashe said,“by writing out
bookwork borderingon the problem? Anotheryouthwho wasrejectedsaid“if there
hadbeenfairerexaminersandbetterpaperd shouldhave passed! knen mary things
whichwerenotset. Again: “A visitor to Cambridggouthimselfunderthecareof one
of theself-constitutedjuideswho obtrudetheir servicesMembersof thevariousranks
of theacademicastatewerepointedout to the stranger—headf colleges,professors
andordinaryfellows; andsomeattemptwas madeto describethe natureof the func-
tionsdischagedby theheadsandprofessorsBut aninquiry asto thedutiesof fellows
producedandreproducednly the answey ‘Them's fellows | say The guidehadnot
beenableto attachthe notion of eventhe pretenseof duty to a fellowship? In 1874
Todhuntewaselectedanhonoraryfellow of hiscollege,anhonorwhichheprizedvery
highly. Lateronhewaschoserasanelectorto threeof theUniversityProfessorships—
Moral Philosophy Astronomy Mental PhilosophyandLogic. “When the University
of Cambridgesstablishedts new degreeof Doctorof Sciencerestrictedto thosewho
have madeoriginal contribtutionsto theadvancemenof scienceor learning,Todhunter
wasoneof thosewhoseapplicationwasgrantedwithin the first few months. In 1875
he publishedchis manualFunctionsof Laplace BessebndLegende. Next yearhefin-
ishedanarduouditerary task—thepreparatiorof two volumes the onecontainingan
accountof the writings of Whewell; the other containingselectiondrom his literary
and scientificcorrespondenceTodhunters taskwas marredto a considerablextent
by anunfortunatedivision of the matter: the scientificandliterary detailsweregiven
to him while thewriting of thelife itself wasgivento another

In the summerof 1880Dr. Todhunteffirst beganto suffer from his eyesight,and



from thatdatehe graduallyandslowvly becamevealer. But it wasnottill September
1883,whenhewasat Hunstantonthattheworstsymptomscameon. He thenpartially

lost by paralysisthe useof the right arm; and,thoughhe afterwardsrecoveredfrom

this, hewasleft muchwealer. In Januaryof the next yearhe hadanotherattack,and

hediedonMarch1, 1884,in the64thyearof hisage.

Todhunteideft a History of Elasticity nearlyfinished. The manuscriptvassubmit-
tedto Cayley for report;it wasin 1886publishedunderthe editorshipof Karl Pearson.
| believe thathe hadotherhistoriesin contemplationj hadthe honorof meetinghim
once,andin the courseof corversationon mathematicalogic, he saidthathe hada
projectof taking up the History of that subject;his interestin it datedfrom his study
underDe Morgan. Todhunterhadthe sameruling passionas Airy—love of order—
andwasthusableto achieve animmenseamountof mathematicaivork. Prof. Mayor
wrote, “Todhunterhad no enemiesfor he neithercoinednor circulatedscandal;men
of all sectsand partieswereat homewith him, for he wasmary-sidedenoughto see
goodin everything. His friendshipextendedavento thelower creaturesThe canaries
alwayshungin hisroom,for he neverforgotto seeto theirwants

FromA Macfarlane Lectueson TenBritish Mathematician®f the Nineteenth
Century New York: Wiley andLondon: ChapmarandHall 1916,pp.134-146.



